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10 December 2010 
 
Dear Fergus 
 
PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE MEETING ON 7 SEPTEMBER 2010 
PE 1320 – DOUGLAS McKENZIE ON BEHALF OF COMMUNITIES AGAINST AIRFIELD 
OPENCAST   
 
Thank you for your letter of 24 November concerning the above petition.  You advise that the 
Committee considered the petition at its meeting on 23 November and raised further specific 
questions which it sought clarity to. 
 
In relation to this request to the Scottish Government I would offer the following comments 
on the 2 points raised. 
 
Question 1: What progress have you made in publishing an Assessment Matrix of 
Candidate National Developments against the National Development Criteria as indicated by 
the Local Government and Communities Committee in its 2009 report on the National 
Planning Framework 2?  
 
Answer: The Assessment Matrix of Candidate National Developments against National 
Development Criteria (http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/01/13143421/3) was 
published on the Scottish Government's web site during Parliament's consideration of the 
Proposed National Planning Framework in January 2009.  The Minister for Transport, 
Infrastructure and Climate Change addressed the concerns expressed by the Local 
Government and Communities Committee about the timing of the publication of the Matrix in 
paragraph 10 of his letter to the Convener of the Committee dated 25 June 2009 
(http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/lgc/inquiries/NPF2/Govtresponse.pdf).  He 
indicated that the Scottish Government would give careful consideration to the timing of the 
publication of any future assessment matrix in planning the preparation of NPF3. 
 
Question 2:  While noting your point about a determining authority giving due weight to an 
objection by a neighbouring local authority, surely there is a risk of all local authorities 
applying this ‘weight’ test differently? Why not define the status of local authorities as the 
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petitioner calls for to then ensure a consistency? Does that not seem appropriate given the 
‘local community views’ which a local authority objection would carry? 
 
Answer: The weight to be accorded to any material consideration is for the determining 
authority to consider based on the circumstances of each case. These individual 
circumstances might vary considerably.  The RTPI acknowledge that these are early days in 
the implementation of planning reform.  Adding a further category of Ministerial notification 
by direction risks adding delay to the planning process when there appears little evidence 
that this is a practical problem.  In the airfield opencast case, this was borne out with the 
planning authority withholding planning permission consistent with the view of the adjoining 
authority. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
J E SWANNEY 
 


