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PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE: CONSIDERATION OF PE1320 
RESPONSE FROM PERTH AND KINROSS COUNCIL 
 
Q 1: what is your response to the points made in the petition (without getting 
in to the specifics of the particular application referred to)? 
 
Response: I have some sympathy with the terms of the petition in that 
objections to major applications by neighbouring councils could well raise 
issues of regional/national significance and in such cases it might be 
appropriate for Scottish Ministers to have a right of intervention if necessary. 
On the other hand, a principle of Delivering Planning Reform is that planning 
decisions should be taken locally and extending the range of applications 
requiring referral to Scottish Ministers goes against this principle. It should be 
noted that Perth and Kinross receives very few objections to planning 
applications from neighbouring planning authorities (only three in the last few 
years).  
 
Q 2: Have you made representations to the Scottish Government on this 
issue? Are you content with how the system currently operates with respect to 
Planning Circular 3/2009? 
 
Response: Perth and Kinross Council has a number of concerns as to how 
the new Planning act is operating, in general that it has not delivered the 
promised efficiencies and simplification envisaged, but it has not raised this 
specific issue with Scottish Ministers; there are other issues which should be 
addressed first. 
 
Q 3: Do anomalies exist here? If so, what actions do you consider the 
Scottish Government should take? 
 
Response: I do not think the current situation is an anomaly, but the Scottish 
Government could give consideration to introducing a requirement for referral 
to Scottish Ministers of certain types of application where there is an objection 
from a neighbouring planning authority. This should only be in respect of 
Major applications as defined by the Planning Hierarchy and only those where 
the proposal is significantly contrary to the development plan, ie those 
applications which would require to be determined by the Full Council. This 
would ensure that referral is only required in respect of objections made to the 
most significant and controversial applications. 
 
Roland Bean 
Head of Planning 
Perth and Kinross Council 
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