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Dear Fergus 
 
PETITION PE 1302 
 
Thank you for your recent letter dated 13 January 2010 to Claire Keggie in relation to PE 1302 
which urges the Scottish Government to ensure that greater consideration is given to the 
problems of noise and vibration generated by increasing levels of heavy freight on the rail 
network, and to consider what action can be taken to encourage freight operators to use more 
track friendly rolling stock.  
 
Let me first start by reiterating that neither the Scottish Government nor Network Rail has legal 
powers to deny access to the railways by any railway company which meets the required 
standards.  The Scottish Government’s powers are limited to the granting of a franchise, 
currently held by FirstGroup, the operation of passenger services in Scotland and for overnight 
sleeper services to London.   The Scottish Government has no power to control the operation of 
rail freight services. 
 
As well as the reintroduction of passenger services between Stirling – Alloa – Kincardine, the 
project included a freight line from Alloa to Kincardine which meets the strategic objectives of the 
Scottish Government.  The line provides a more direct route for freight trains supplying coal from 
the West of Scotland to Longannet Power Station in Fife and removes the need for them to 
travel via Edinburgh and Glasgow and reduces rail congestion on the Forth Bridge.  The line is 
able to transport significantly more coal more efficiently per annum than was delivered to the 
power station by the former route over the Forth Bridge. 
 
Since the debate on 11 June Transport Scotland and Clackmannanshire Council have 
commissioned a noise model between Stirling and Kincardine.  A total of 6237 residential 
properties are included within this study area which covers an area of 300 metres either side of 
the rail line for a total of 21 kilometres.  A copy of this report and maps, which allow individual 
property owners to determine which noise band their properties lie in, can be reviewed at 
www.scottishnoisemapping.org. 
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The report indicated that 44 properties qualified for noise mitigation measure. However, a 
reconciliation of this report has been undertaken and consultants are recommending that 66 
properties should now be considered for mitigation in relation to noise and vibration disruption. 
This work is ongoing and affected property owners will be contacted shortly. 
 
Network Rail have reviewed 66 applications for compensation under Part 1 of the Land 
Compensation (Scotland) Act 1973 who claim to have suffered financial loss since the reopening 
of the railway.  Based on an initial review of the validity of these claims all bar 9 of the claims 
have been rejected.  
 
In addition, 189 residents were offered follow up condition surveys at their property to ascertain 
if the railway has had an impact on the structural integrity of properties along the route.  51 
residents have taken up the offer of follow up surveys which will begin this month, with results 
expected in May 2010. 
 
As previously stated the Scottish Government does not have powers to control freight operators.  
However, following the debate on 11 June Transport Scotland met with Network Rail and DB 
Schenker to discuss the emerging issues arising from the re-opened Stirling Alloa Kincardine 
railway line.  Furthermore, Transport Scotland and Network Rail agreed to host a meeting 
between DB Schenker and Chief Executives of neighbouring local authorities.  This meeting 
took place in October. 
 
Network Rail and DB Schenker outlined a number of measures that they had already taken to 
reduce noise and vibration to a minimum.  Network Rail has sought to mitigate the effects of 
heavy night trains through inspection of rail quality and by working with the operator to ensure 
the highest quality of maintenance of the rolling stock used.  DB Schenker advised that they 
carry out weekly examinations of their rolling stock and have undertaken monitoring of their 
drivers techniques. 
 
With regard to noise reduction and minimisation, whilst all the possible solutions outlined in the 
Environmental Assessment have not to date been carried out, work in this area nevertheless is 
making progress. I have already referred to the work on the noise model commissioned by 
Transport Scotland and Clackmannanshire Council.  
 
As mentioned above, Transport Scotland and Clackmannanshire Council are in the process of 
finalising a list of properties, around 66, which will be offered noise mitigation measures such as 
acoustic fencing, and residents will be contacted in due course and work to install the measure 
will be carried out as soon possible. 
 
Finally, Transport Scotland acknowledges the concern that has been raised by residents 
adjoining the new railway, especially since freight trains have commenced operating at night.  
Transport Scotland has been working closely with Network Rail and Clackmannanshire Council 
to address these concerns as quickly as possible and will continue to do so.  
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Bill Reeve 



 

 
 
 
www.transportscotland.gov.uk 

  
 
 

An agency of  αβχδεφγηιϕκλμνοπθρστυϖωξψζ
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