
 1

PE1302/F 
 

 
Written response to the Public Petitions Committee of the Scottish Parliament 

by DB Schenker Rail (UK) Ltd in consideration of Petition PE1302 
 
DB Schenker Rail (UK) Ltd (DB Schenker) welcomes the opportunity to respond to a request 
by the Public Petitions Committee to provide it with information for its consideration of Petition 
PE1302. 
 
The Public Petitions Committee has been asked to consider the following: 
 
Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to ensure that greater 
consideration is given to the problems of noise and vibration generated by increasing levels of 
heavy freight on the rail network, and to consider what action can be taken to encourage 
freight operators to use more track friendly rolling stock. 
 
DB Schenker welcomes the support of the Public Petitions Committee for using rail to move 
freight. Rail’s ability to produce up to five times less CO2 per tonne mile compared with road 
enables it to make a positive contribution to reducing the effects of Climate Change. We are 
pleased that the Scottish Government through Transport Scotland is such a strong supporter 
of freight by rail. 
 
The statement the Public Petitions Committee is being asked to consider ignores the 
significant investment made by the rail freight industry in reducing the average age of 
equipment used from 40+ years to less than 10 years.  This investment has also helped 
reduce significantly the amount of noise generated by the operation of freight trains. 
 
The statement also ignores the major contribution the operation of freight trains makes to 
society.  It is therefore important in responding to this petition, that we reinforce the benefits of 
rail freight.  These are: 
 

• Rail freight moves goods for all the major supermarket chains 
• A quarter of all containerised goods imported to the UK moves by rail 
• Rail freight keeps the lights on by moving 35% of the fuel used to make electricity 
• Modal shift - rail freight’s heaviest train is 4000 tonnes, equal to 160 lorries 
• Rail freight was estimated to have removed 6.7m lorry journeys from UK roads 

equating to 1.4 billion lorry kilometres. (2007/08) 
• Increasing rail freight reduces the risk and costs of road accidents on society 

 
The environmental benefits of rail freight are: 
 

• Freight moved by rail produces 80% less carbon than freight moved by road 
• Projected growth in rail freight provides an opportunity to save 4.6 million tonnes of 

CO2 per annum by 2030 
 
We welcome the widespread support for rail freight in Scotland but recognise the need to 
continue to work with Transport Scotland and Network Rail to develop new opportunities for 
modal shift from road to rail, in line with Scottish and UK Government policies.  In our 
responses to the specific questions posed by the Committee we have outlined the measures 
we are taking to reduce the noise generated by our services.  We are pleased to provide 
below responses to the questions raised directly with DB Schenker by the Public Petitions 
Committee: 
 

• What ‘noise minimisation’ features do the trains on this stretch of railway use 
(in terms of wagon suspension, types of brakes, engine decibel levels) and 
what other noise minimisation features also exist in terms of track welding, 
train speeds, braking points? 
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As the petition or the questions do not specify what “stretch of railway” refers to, we assume 
this relates to rail freight equipment used across the rail network in Scotland. 
 
DB Schenker carries out full maintenance checks of its locomotives and wagons to ensure 
that any issues that might generate unnecessary noise are avoided.   
 
We also are working with Network Rail to ensure that as far as practicable that trains operate 
under clear signals removing the need for unnecessary stops  Just like a car or a lorry, every 
time a freight train slows down or stops and then has to speed up again it uses more energy 
and generates more noise than if it were to move at a constant speed. Investment in running 
loops and modified signalling will help Network Rail design timetables to keep freight trains 
moving and reduce the carbon they produce. Every time a train is stopped it uses an average 
of 45 litres of additional fuel. 
 
DB Schenker also monitors its train drivers regularly to ensure trains are operated in a 
manner that helps minimise noise. 
 
Rail freight rolling stock is not fitted with specific noise minimisation measures although the £1 
billion modernisation of the fleet by rail freight operators over the last decade has seen 40+ 
year old locomotives and wagons replaced with modern and quieter equipment that has an 
average age of less than 10 years. 
 
As we are a rail freight operating company we are unable to comment on track issues; these 
should be directed to Network Rail.  In addition, for newly opened railways it is for the 
promoters of the railway to minimise any disruption for residents (following procedures 
contained in any relevant the Act to re-open the railway) living along the railway.  
 

• Do the noise minimisation features in place represent the best that are 
currently available in terms of both train and track technologies? 

 
Yes.  Rail freight operators operate rolling stock in accordance to the guidelines Network Rail 
provides, and also to industry group standards set by the Railway Safety and Standards 
Board.  The entire DB Schenker fleet complies with these standards. 
 
Investment in rail freight rolling stock is for the long term and as such it is in the interests of 
operators, at the time of purchase, to acquire the most efficient product for the lifetime of is 
operation.  This is something DB Schenker (and previously EWS, acquired by DB AG, the 
owner of DB Schenker, in 2007) has done and continues to do so when purchasing new 
rolling stock. 
 
The noise and vibration policies applicable to a particular route are a matter for the 
infrastructure provider or, in the case of a new railway, the promoters of that railway. 
 

• Is the overnight running of your freight carriages the only option available to 
you? What other time slots are available, for example at weekends (when there 
is a reduced timetable of passenger services) when you could run trains? 

 
DB Schenker operates freight trains 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  60% of all rail 
freight is operated at night. In this respect it is no different from moving freight by road, which 
also operates around the clock. 
 
DB Schenker is contracted to provide a level of capacity to move goods for its customers so 
that they are collected and delivered at agreed times.  This ensures that goods are delivered 
at the time that the customer requires them for their supply chain.  For example, raw materials 
for production lines, fresh produce for supermarkets and mail delivered by the postal service.  
 
It is not possible to service the full requirements of British industry only at the weekend, when 
the network is busy with engineering services for Network Rail and passenger trains for the 
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increasing weekend travel market.  The weekend railway is nearly as busy as the weekday 
railway. 
 

• Do you have anything further to add to that made in response to the earlier 
petition PE1273? 

 
We have no further comments to add.  We would like, however, to reinforce that since the 
introduction of the winter railway timetable in December 2008 all coal trains that ran over the 
Forth Bridge are now operated via the new route.  This has enabled Transport Scotland to 
enhance passenger rail services between Fife and Edinburgh.   
 
The transfer of the coal trains from the Forth Bridge to the Alloa line triggered an increase in 
the contractual capacity that DB Schenker had to provide for the movement of coal to 
Longannet Power Station. If DB Schenker does not provide the capacity for this increased 
volume of coal the generator could have insufficient product to meet the electricity 
requirements of Scotland and other parts of Britain. 
 
The timetable for the operation of coal trains has to take account of 
 

• The time taken to load the trains 
• The transportation time from Ayrshire to Longannet Power Station through a busy  

(especially during the day) mixed-use part of the Scottish rail network 
• The maximum speed permitted on the network 
• The maximum speed permitted between Alloa and Kincardine (reduced to 30mph 

during the project development) 
• The time taken to discharge the trains at the Power Station; and 
• The return journey from Longannet Power Station to Ayrshire, again through a busy 

mixed-use network 
 
In addition the loaded and empty trains must be timetabled so as not to conflict with 
passenger services and other freight services on the main network and other freight services 
 

• Between Stirling and Kincardine 
• At the loading point; and 
• At the Power Station. 

 
Given these timetabling and other constraints the only solution to meeting the contractual 
capacity for the delivery of coal is by running up to 12 trains a day, 24 hours a day 
 
DB Schenker Rail (UK) Ltd 
18 February 2010 
 
 
If you have any questions about this response, please contact: 
 
Graham Meiklejohn,  
Head of Communications,  
DB Schenker,  
Carolina Way,  
Doncaster 
DN4 5PN 
Telephone – 0870 140 5795 
E-mail – graham.meiklejohn@dbschenker.com 


