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Dear Mr David 
 
CONSIDERATION OF PETITION PE1192: 
 
Thank you for your letter of 28 October seeking a written response to the specific 
questions the Committee has asked in relation to Petition PE1192. 
 
The Petition by Donald Ewen Darroch calls on the Scottish Parliament to urge the 
Scottish Government to state how it is supporting and promoting independent 
vehicular ferry routes between the islands and the mainland and how the planning 
system is playing a constructive role in supporting the economic and social future of 
such routes. 
 
I have provided details below of the specific questions asked, along with our answer: 
 
Q. “Will it seek the petitioner’s input in the public consultations which will precede 
and follow the publication of the draft ferries plan?” (9 February 2010) 
 
A. A full public consultation was published on 11 June 2010 and closed on 
30 September.  We are fairly confident that we have received a written response 
from Mr Darroch, but due to limited information provided and the confidential nature 
of the response, we are unable to confirm this. 
 
During the consultation period Scottish Government officials carried out a number of 
consultation events throughout the Highlands and Islands and Northern Isles of 
Scotland.  Mr Darroch may well have attended one of these events.  An event was 
held on Jura on 19 July 2010. 
 
All written consultation responses, along with other evidence available will be used to 
inform the draft Ferries Plan.  Detailed notes on the feedback received during the 
consultation events will also be used to inform the draft Ferries Plan. 
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Q. “In light of the responses to the consultation on Scottish ferries review, what 
actions will you take to address the issues raised by the petitioner, and what is the 
timetable for such action?” (26 October 2010) 
 
A.  As noted above the consultation closed on 30 September 2010.  We are now in 
the process of analysing the responses received.  The consultation addressed every 
aspect of ferry service provision, including: how ferry services should be funded and 
procured; on what basis fares should be set; what kind of services should be 
supported by public money, and who should be responsible for providing these 
services. 
 
Our aim is to issue a report on the consultation process by the end of this year.  
Consultation responses, along with other evidence will be used to inform the draft 
Ferries Plan which will be subject to a further six week period of public consultation.  
The timing of this is still to be agreed.  Thereafter, a final Ferries Plan will issue 
setting out a ferries strategy to 2022. 
 
As noted above, our aim is to issue a report on the consultation process by the end 
of December 2010.  We will ensure a copy of this report is sent to the Committee. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FIONA LOCKE 


