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10 October 2011 

 

Dear Ms Wilson 

 

Thank you for your letter of 14 October inviting Network Rail to provide comments on 

Petitions PE1273 and PE1302, regarding freight train operations on the Stirling-Alloa-

Kincardine line. 

 

Network Rail has been asked to provide a further explanation on the Sunday running 

of trains.  

 

The railway network across Great Britain is an open access network and all requests 

for access must be considered subject to network capacity and capabilities. Network 

Rail is required to permit access in response to demand from the train and freight 

operating companies, providing train paths can be accommodated. 

 

The volume of coal required and, therefore, the timing or frequency of delivery, is not 

a matter for Network Rail. If DB Schenker and/or Scottish Power propose or require 

deliveries on Sundays, or indeed at any other time, and train paths are available then 

Network Rail is required to permit access. 

 

Mr Wilson referred to Network Rail’s maintenance regime during the most recent 

hearing, particularly in relation to availability of the network at weekends. Generally 

speaking, the majority of railway maintenance is carried out when trains are not 

running or at quieter periods ie at night times and weekends. This means that, from 

time to time, parts of the rail network will not be available for use. For the majority of 

the time, however, the rail network is available for use and, as said previously, 

Network Rail is required to permit access. 

 



 

 

We understand that Transport Scotland will respond to the committee on the issue of 

mitigations works. Network Rail remains committed to working with Transport 

Scotland to agree a solution that will deliver the project as quickly as possible. 

 

I trust the above is helpful for committee members but if you do require any further 

information please do not hesitate to contact John Duncan, Public Affairs Manager, 

on 0141 555 4101 or at john.duncan@networkrail.co.uk 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

David Simpson 

Scotland Route Managing Director 
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