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3 July 2009 
 
 
Dear Fergus 
 
Thank you for your letter of 6 May 2009 to Roy Sturrock regarding Petition PE1225. 
 
While the main point of the petition has been addressed, in terms of a public inquiry being 
held into the outbreak of clostridium difficile at the Vale of Leven hospital, this response will 
address the remaining points raised in the petition. 
 
The first question raised asks whether the Scottish Government will meet the families of the 
victims to discuss specific terms of reference for the inquiry.  I can cofirm that the Cabinet 
Secretary for Health and Wellbeing met representatives of the C Diff Justice Group, their 
solicitor and Jackie Baillie MSP on 3 June to listen to their views about the scope of the 
inquiry.  In addition, Lord Coulsfield, the intended Chair of the Inquiry, held an open meeting 
for all the families affected by the outbreak on 12 June. 
 
Unfortunately, as you may be aware, Lord Coulsfield is unable to continue in his role as 
Chair because of circumstances affecting his health.  This means that the terms of reference 
for the Inquiry cannot be confirmed until a new Chair is appointed because of the 
requirements of the Inquiries Act 2005.  Work is in hand to urgently identify a new Chair so 
that the Inquiry can start as soon as possible.  The Cabinet Secretary for Health and 
Wellbeing will inform Parliament when there are further developments to report. 
 
The second question raised asks whether the Scottish Government will fund individuals, 
groups and organisations to facilitate participation in all aspects of the inquiry.  The Inquiry 
will be paid for by the Scottish Government health budget, which is required to publish its 
total cost after the end of the Inquiry.  Section 40 of the Inquiries Act 2005 enables the Chair 
to award reasonable amounts in respect of legal representation and other expenses relating 
to participation in the inquiry.  Rules 17 to 28 of the Inquiries (Scotland) Rules 2007 make 
more detailed provision in relation to awards.  This power to make awards is subject to such 
conditions or qualifications as may be determined by Scottish Ministers.  The Chair will issue 
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a separate statement in due course setting out how the Inquiry proposes to deal with 
applications for awards of expenses and of the procedure for applications. 
 
I hope that this response is of assistance to the Committee. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Uriel Jamieson 
 
 


