
PE1277/A 
 

Mrs Margaret Greene 
         
          
        
        12th September 2009 
 
 
Richard Lochhead MSP 
Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment 
The Scottish Parliament  
Edinburgh  
EH99 1SP 
 
Dear Mr Lochhead 
 
I am writing on behalf of Strathclyde RIGS (Regionally Important Geological and 
Geomorphological Sites) in support of the e-petition on Geodiversity Sites which is currently 
gathering signatures.   
Mike Browne, as the Chairman of RIGS in Scotland has eloquently stated the case for the 
petition and I quote an excerpt of his argument.  
 
“The conservation of local geodiversity (the variety of rocks, fossils, minerals, landforms and 
soils, and all the natural processes that shape the landscape) in Scotland, unlike biodiversity, is 
under-represented and undervalued in current national planning guidance (in the Scottish 
Planning Policy documents and by the lack of a PAN for geodiversity). A consequence of this 
is that there are no duties on local authorities to protect and enhance their local geodiversity; 
funding for local geodiversity audits and action plans are difficult to obtain from any sources. 
Unlike biodiversity there are no voluntary sector bodies like the RSPB and Scottish Wildlife 
Trust with a very public image together with substantial resources to support (local to 
national) geodiversity conservation. Also there are no Local Geodiversity Partnerships to 
parallel those of the biodiversity sector although one or two of the existing eight Scottish 
regional geodiversity groups function in a somewhat similar but immature manner. Likewise 
there is no Scottish Geodiversity Forum. 
This situation reflects the lower profile for geodiversity and the fact that voluntary sector geo 
groups have only been operating since the mid 1990s in Scotland with very limited human and 
almost no financial resources.” 
 
Scotland's geodiversity is remarkable.  For our size we have some of the most varied geology 
in the world.  Over the ages the bedrock has been sculpted by ice, river and waves to produce 
the landforms we see today.  The soils reflect the underlying geology and past climates, and 
the landscapes are evolving today. 
 
Many areas are important nationally and even internationally, for their geology or 
geomorphology.  Over 600 of these have statutory protection as Sites of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI) but there are other sites which have an important role to play in local history 
and education which do not have such protection. 
 
Conserving such sites for education/research and promoting them to the wider public are the 
aims of the UKRIGS Geoconservation Association.   Strathclyde RIGS Group is active in the 
former Strathclyde Region.   Biodiversity has so far received greater attention than 
geodiversity, particularly by local authorities which have published Local Biodiversity Action 



Plans (LBAP).   An aim of  Strathclyde RIGS  is to encourage incorporation of geodiversity in 
reviews of  Local Nature Conservation Sites (LNCS) to ensure that consideration is given to 
geology and landscape during the planning process. 
 
The importance of geodiversity and its benefits to people are often overlooked.  Not only does 
it have a practical value in the provision of resources but it also shapes the landscape around 
us.  It influences the habitats and species we see and creates the scenery and geological 
attractions that bring millions of visitors to our country.   
 
Geodiversity also has an educational value; allowing us to build up a picture of the planet and 
its evolution.  The way geodiversity is presented is crucial to the way it is perceived and 
valued.  Education and interpretation involve looking at how to raise this perception. 
 
Geodiversity is important for the health of the nation, the best way to appreciate is to go 
outside and look.  
 
In order that a site be considered as a RIGS site the Geodiversity needs to be interesting, 
relevant and accessible with a good story and to convey this to the general public needs good 
funding. 
 
The RIGS groups across Scotland have produced a number of leaflets on guided walks to a 
variety of scenery on the coast and inland.  All these walks are aimed at the general public and 
encourage them to get out and look at the scenery around them.   
 
Scotland has a proud heritage in geology with giants such as James Hutton of Jedburgh and 
Hugh Millar of Cromarty amongst many other Scottish geologists who rank as world leaders. 
 
In conclusion I would therefore like to urge you, through the Scottish Planning Policies and 
Planning Advice Notes, to establish a geodiversity duty and to consider the following 
proposals.  
 
1  Geodiversity is incorporated in all Local Authority Plans 
 
2   LAs are  encouraged to carry out geodiversity audits in the same way as biodiversity 
audits are carried out and the same weight is applied to both. 
 
3   Individuals who are employed as biodiversity officers also have duty of care for 
geodiversity 
 
4  RIGS sites be given same status as SSSI 
 
5  Recognition that there should be some funding stream for promotion of designated 
sites  
 
 
Yours Sincerely 
 
Margaret Greene,   
Acting Chairperson, on behalf of Strathclyde RIGS 
 
 
CC  Roseanna Cunningham MSP 


