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Dear Alison, 
 
PETITIONS COMMITTEE – PE 1273 and 1302 
STIRLING ALLOA KINCARDINE RAILWAY – NOISE AND VIBRATION ISSUES 
 
Thank you for your letter of 26 January asking Network Rail to respond to the 
following question: 
 
“In light of the discussions held at the meeting on 25 January in particular 
those around compensation and mitigation issues for those living along the 
line, could you provide the committee with an update on progress and a 
timetable for taking the matters forward” 
 
I am pleased to respond as follows: 
 
As the committee will be aware, Network Rail is administering the processing of any 
compensation claims which are lodged under the terms of The Land Compensation 
Act 1973 (Part 1) on behalf of the Promoter Clackmannanshire Council and 
Transport Scotland.  To date 69 claims have been received.  Of these 44 have not 
been progressed further for one of the following reasons: 
 

1) the claim property address was in an area where the railway line was already 
in existence and intensification of the railway use is not seen as legitimate 
grounds for a successful claim, or  

2) the claim property address was less than 7 years old and therefore knowledge 
of the opening of the new SAK railway was highlighted within the local plan 
and available to prospective purchasers.  Accordingly the developers of the 
housing should have used a specification and materials that mitigated against 



railway noise.  It is also true to say that in buying these properties the 
purchasers’ solicitors should have been aware of the railway potentially 
opening and the price paid for the property is arguably reflective of the 
location. 

 
The remaining 25 claims are being considered and we have plans to meet with the 
agents of a number of these claimants during March to discuss the matters in more 
detail.  It should be noted that the solutions proposed for some of these claims may 
involve the erection of noise barriers/fencing as proposed by Clackmannanshire 
Council/Transport Scotland rather than compensation.  So far Clackmannanshire 
Council and Transport Scotland have identified 68 properties where noise 
barriers/fencing would be appropriate. 
 
Finally, on the issue of progress with the mitigation proposals, representatives from 
Transport Scotland, Clackmannanshire Council and Network Rail met recently to 
discuss how we might improve progress on the construction of the noise 
barriers/fencing where it has been identified as being appropriate along the line of the 
new route.  One option that the three parties are exploring is to erect this fencing 
along the boundary line of the new railway.  We hope to be able to make a final 
decision on this proposal in the next few days and if this option proves possible we 
would hope to progress the works as soon as resources and access to the 
operational railway will allow. 
 
I hope this response clarifies these points.  If you require any further information, 
please do not hesitate to contact me at this office. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Ron McAulay 
Director, Scotland 


