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Dear Alison 
 
Consideration of Petitions PE1273 and PE1302 
 
Thank you for your letter of 26th January 2011 seeking a response from 
Clackmannanshire Council in regard to a question arising from the Committee 
meeting of 25th January 2011. 
 
“In light of the discussions held at the meeting on 25th January, in particular 
those around compensation and mitigation issues for those living along the 
line, could you provide the Committee with an update on progress and a 
timetable for taking matters forward”. 
 
I respond first on the subject of :- 
 
Compensation 
 
The subject of compensation is complex and the Council has consistently advised 
those who consider they might be eligible to seek legal advice. 
 
Residents along the reopened section of railway line may be able to claim 
compensation under Part 1 of the Land Compensation (Scotland) Act 1973 if they 
can demonstrate that they have suffered financial loss due to the operation of the 
line. Claims under Part 1 should be made to the responsible authority. In the case of 
railways, the responsible authority is Network Rail and they will be responsible for 
administration of all such claims. 
 
After discussions involving the Council and Transport Scotland, as well as Network 
Rail, it has been determined that only properties which were built prior to the Stirling 
– Alloa – Kincardine Railway and Linked Improvements Bill being lodged may be 
eligible. Properties constructed following this were constructed in the knowledge that 
it was planned to reopen the railway and should have been constructed with this in 
mind. 
 
 



  

 
 
 
Parts of the railway between Stirling & Cambus and Kincardine & Longannet have 
never been decommissioned and have always been considered operational by 
Network Rail, irrespective of condition. Claims for compensation along these 
sections of railway have been rejected. 
 
Of the 69 residents who have lodged a claim for compensation only 10 appear to 
potentially have some grounds for a claim and these will be progressed. The others 
have been advised they have no basis for a claim. 
 
Mitigation Measures 
 
The Council and Transport Scotland commissioned noise surveys along  the SAK 
route. These surveys were delayed until after overnight freight trains commenced 
and so captured the impact of these trains. The measurements from these surveys 
have been used to create a noise model extending the full length of the SAK route. 
The model covers a band 300 metres in width on either side of the railway and 
includes over 6,200 properties. The results of the modelling exercise and the criteria 
that have been used in order to assess entitlement to mitigation measures have 
been published and are available on the Council’s website. 
 
In summary the report identifies 44 properties that qualify for noise mitigation 
measures. However, a further analysis of the survey data has resulted in a 
recommendation that around 68 properties be offered mitigation measures to ensure 
consistency and continuity of mitigation. 
 
Each of the eligible residents has been visited and the proposed mitigation measures 
have been explained. The majority of residents have indicated they wish mitigation 
measures to be installed although there are differing views on what measures are 
most acceptable. A small minority have declined mitigation measures and this would 
result in less effective mitigation for adjoining properties. One property owner is 
residing abroad and has still to be contacted and a further resident has not yet 
expressed a desire one way or the other. 
 
Resolution of these issues has prolonged the timescale for implementation of the 
mitigation measures. 
 
In an attempt to resolve these issues the Council, Transport Scotland and Network 
Rail have been discussing how we might best improve progress on the installation of 
the proposed noise barrier fencing. One option that is being explored is to erect the 
fencing along the boundary of the railway. I anticipate a final decision on this 
proposal being made imminently. If the decision is favourable then we would hope to 
progress the works as soon as resources and access to the railway are available. 
 
As well as faster implementation, a further benefit of this proposal is that there would 
be minimal intrusion and disruption to residents’ gardens. 
 
Point of Clarification 
 
At the Committee meeting on 25th January, Bill Butler MSP focussed on whether or 
not it was possible to unload 15 coal trains at Longannet during the day. I would like 
to point out to the Committee that the SAK project team at no point considered that it  



  

 
 
 
would be necessary to do so as it had been advised that Longannet could be 
adequately served by around 8 coal trains per day in normal circumstances. It was 
accepted that during periods of exceptionally high demand additional trains might, on 
occasion, be necessary. Others confirmed at the Committee meeting that there were 
currently 8 trains per day serving the power station. 
 
The SAK line was designed with its capacity for freight between 0600 and 2400 of 17 
trains in each direction to allow for the anticipated coal trains plus additional capacity 
for other potential freight uses which might develop in the future. The movement of 
material from local quarries and of glass and waste were all considered as potential 
sources of additional traffic on the line as well as the potential for freight through to 
the ferry terminal at Rosyth. 
 
I hope the above is helpful and sufficient for the Committee’s needs. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Angela Leitch 
Chief Executive  


