
PE1273/H and PE1302/N 
 

Written response to the Public Petitions Committee of the Scottish Parliament 
by DB Schenker Rail (UK) Ltd in consideration of Petitions PE1273 and PE1302 
 
DB Schenker Rail (UK) Ltd (DB Schenker) welcomes the opportunity to respond to a request 
by the Public Petitions Committee to provide it with information for its consideration of 
Petitions PE1273 and PE1302. 
 
We are pleased to provide below responses to the questions raised directly with DB Schenker 
by the Public Petitions Committee: 
 

• Can we refer you to the comments made by John Wilson during the discussion 
of the petition where he asks for information on freight services on the line.  
Can you provide information to the Committee on the volume (in weight) of 
freight carried on the line from Ayr to Longannet Power Station in each of the 
last ten years. 

 
We are unable to provide information on the volume transported by the railway over the last 
decade. 
 
In order to meet the requirements of the power station, DB Schenker is contracted to provide 
coal trains operating on the Stirling to Kincardine railway 12 times every 24 hours, six days a 
week. 
 

• What information can you provide which would indicate the number of freight 
trains which have operated on the line from Ayr to Longannet Power Station in 
each of the last 10 years?  The Committee is seeking to establish whether there 
has been any increase in both the number of freight trains operating and the 
tonnage they are carrying.  This information should focus on trains operating 
from 2300 and 0700. 

 
The previous route to Longannet Power Station was over the Forth Bridge, a route that had a 
number of restrictions reducing the volume that could be carried by rail. 
 
A central point in the business case of the Promoters of the Stirling to Kincardine railway was 
that greater volumes of coal could be transported by rail due the route being constructed to 
take modern and higher capacity coal wagons.  This would reduce some road movements. 
 
The transfer of the coal trains from the Forth Bridge to the Alloa line triggered an increase in 
the contractual capacity that DB Schenker had to provide for the movement of coal to 
Longannet Power Station. If DB Schenker does not provide the capacity for this increased 
volume of coal the generator could have insufficient product to meet the electricity 
requirements of Scotland and other parts of Britain. 
 
In order to meet the contractual commitment it was evident that the railway being delivered 
would require coal trains operating 24 hours a day, six days a week to deliver the required 
product to Longannet Power Station.  Transport Scotland was heavily involved in the 
discussions to provide this and as a joint promoter we would expect all these discussions to 
be conveyed to Clackmannanshire Council.   
 

• Put crudely, along this railway path are the trains which are now operating 
bigger, longer (in terms of the number of wagons), heavier, carrying more 
tonnage and slower now than say pre-SAK stretch reopening?  Also is the 
noise and vibration emitted higher and greater now than it previously was 

 
Please see the response to the question above for the first part of this question. 
 

 1



We are unaware of any noise and vibration assessments that can be used to compare 
services on the former Forth Bridge route and the new Stirling to Kincardine route.  We are 
aware of noise and vibration testing by Falkirk Council which shows rail freight services on the 
Alloa route to be within acceptable limits. 
 
We also note that the investment in modern locomotives and wagons for coal services has 
seen operational noise reduced.  The class 66 locomotives emit lower levels of noise than the 
class 37 locomotives they replaced, while the use of modern high capacity HTA coal wagons 
are also quieter than the 40 year old smaller HAA merry go round wagons they replaced.   
 

• Can we refer you to the letter by Michael Matheson of 6 April where he asks 
why DB Schenker is not using the TF25 bogie which is considered to be track 
friendly?  The Committee would welcome a response to the specific points he 
make in relation to this type of bogie.  Will you have this type of bogie fitted to 
all trains which operate on this railway? 

 
All suspension systems used by DB Schenker are approved to operate on Network Rail’s 
infrastructure.  They are all, therefore, track friendly and fully compliant with established 
railway operating standards. 
 
As shown by Falkirk Council’s monitoring all the coal services to Longannet Power Station 
operate within permitted levels.   
 
There are many different suspension systems available on the open market, offering similar 
benefits to the TF25.  The suspension systems used by DB Schenker on its coal wagons 
have operated effectively for over ten years now.   
 
The Promoters of the railway knew the rolling stock that would be used on the Stirling to 
Kincardine railway in advance of the Bill passing through the Scottish Parliament to re-open 
the railway. 
 
DB Schenker, like any business, will not replace existing assets that are not life expired 
without an economic case to do so.    
 
We believe that the issue here is not the TF25, as coal trains operate within the limits 
assessed by Falkirk Council.  Rather, the residents along the line of route were under the 
impression from the Promoters of the railway that trains would not operate at night.   
 
We also note that as the proposal to reinstate the railway has been in local plans since the 
1980s, this should have been considered when planning permission was given to build homes 
near the railway.  We understand that a mechanism in the Act to re-open the railway enables 
those who live alongside the railway to make claims to the Promoters of the railway if they 
feel they are adversely affected by the re-opened railway. 
 
DB Schenker Rail (UK) Ltd 
17 May 2010 
 
 
If you have any questions about this response, please contact: 
 
Graham Meiklejohn,  
Head of Communications,  
DB Schenker,  
Carolina Way,  
Doncaster  
DN4 5PN 
Telephone – 0870 140 5795 
E-mail – graham.meiklejohn@dbschenker.com 
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