
PE1273/C 
Written response to the Public Petitions Committee of the Scottish Parliament 

by DB Schenker Rail (UK) Ltd in consideration of Petition PE1273 
 
 
DB Schenker Rail (UK) Ltd (DB Schenker) welcomes the opportunity to respond to a 
request by the Public Petitions Committee to provide it with information for its 
consideration of Petition PE1273. 
 
DB Schenker welcomes the support of the Public Petitions Committee for using rail to 
move freight. Rail’s ability to produce up to five times less CO2 per tonne mile compared 
with road enables it to make a positive contribution to reducing the effects of Climate 
Change. We are pleased that the Scottish Government through Transport Scotland is 
such a strong supporter of freight by rail. 
 
DB Schenker (and formerly as English Welsh & Scottish railway (EWS)) has been a long 
standing supporter of the Stirling to Kincardine railway since its reopening as a freight-
only railway was first proposed in December 1999.  A range of representative bodies 
have been involved in converting the idea into reality and expanding the original concept 
from a freight-only railway to today’s mixed-use operation.  The energy and efforts of, in 
particular, Clackmannanshire Council and Transport Scotland should be recognised. 
 
The Stirling to Kincardine railway was re-opened to passenger and freight services with 
the objectives of 
  

• Reconnecting Alloa to the national rail network, 
• Enabling freight trains to be removed from the Forth Bridge in order to improve 

passenger services between Fife and Edinburgh; and  
• Allowing through freight to Kincardine and Dunfermline via Longannet.  

 
These objectives have been met and the introduction of through passenger services 
between Alloa and Edinburgh and Alloa and Glasgow have created even greater benefits 
from the re-opening of the line. 
 
Rail freight operators, including DB Schenker, supply coal to Longannet Power Station.  
The Power Station plays a strategic role in the energy generation needs of Scotland and 
an effective supply chain is essential to ensure that this role is fulfilled. 
 
Since the introduction of the winter railway timetable in December 2008, all coal trains 
that ran over the Forth Bridge are now operated via the new route.  This has enabled 
Transport Scotland to enhance passenger rail services between Fife and Edinburgh.   
 
The transfer of the coal trains from the Forth Bridge to the Alloa line triggered an increase 
in the contractual capacity that DB Schenker had to provide for the movement of coal to 
Longannet Power Station. If DB Schenker does not provide the capacity for this 
increased volume of coal the generator could have insufficient product to meet the 
electricity requirements of Scotland and other parts of Britain. 
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The timetable for the operation of coal trains has to take account of 
 

• The time taken to load the trains 
• The transportation time from Ayrshire to Longannet Power Station through a busy  

(especially during the day) mixed-use part of the Scottish rail network 
• The maximum speed permitted on the network 
• The maximum speed permitted between Alloa and Kincardine (reduced to 30mph 

during the project development) 
• The time taken to discharge the trains at the Power Station; and 
• The return journey from Longannet Power Station to Ayrshire, again through a 

busy mixed-use network 
 
In addition the loaded and empty trains must be timetabled so as not to conflict with 
passenger services and other freight services on the main network and other freight 
services 
 

• Between Stirling and Kincardine 
• At the loading point; and 
• At the Power Station. 

 
Given these timetabling and other constraints the only solution to meeting the contractual 
capacity for the delivery of coal is by running up to 12 trains a day, six days a week, 24 
hours a day 
 
We welcome the widespread support for rail freight in Scotland but we recognise the 
need to continue to work with Transport Scotland, Clackmannanshire Council and 
Network Rail to seek to reduce the impact of trains operating between Stirling, Alloa and 
Kincardine. In our responses to the specific questions posed by the Committee we have 
outlined the measures we are taking  
 
We hope this response helps outline our position and why we need to operate trains 
during the night in order to meet the electricity generation needs of this strategically 
important power station.  We are pleased to provide below responses to the questions 
raised directly with DB Schenker Rail (UK) Ltd by the Public Petitions Committee: 
 
• What is it doing to minimise the disruption (noise, vibration, visual impact) 

for those residents living along the SAK line? What mitigation has it offered 
and installed? 

 
DB Schenker carries out full maintenance checks of its locomotives and wagons to 
ensure that any issues that might generate unnecessary noise are avoided.  We are also 
working with Network Rail to ensure that as far as practicable the trains operate during 
the night under clear signals on the Stirling to Kincardine railway.  This should reduce the 
need to operate the locomotive at full power and would therefore reduce the noise level.  
DB Schenker also monitors its train drivers regularly to ensure trains are operated in a 
manner that helps minimise noise. 
 
It is for the promoters of the railway to minimise any disruption for residents (following 
procedures contained in the Act to re-open the railway) living along the Stirling –Alloa-
Kincardine line with the offer and provision, if wanted, of mitigation measures.  
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• Will it stop running freight trains through the night on the SAK line? If not, 

why not? 
 
DB Schenker is contracted to provide a level of capacity to move coal to Longannet 
Power Station that can only be met by operating up to 12 trains a day to Longannet 
Power Station, six days a week.  The combination of loading time, travelling to the Power 
Station, discharge and returning to the loading point means that 24 hour running is 
needed to meet the coal requirements for electricity generation.  The company is 
therefore not in a position to stop running trains at night. 
 
• Before it commenced night running, did it speak to every local resident 

adjacent to the rail line and discuss with them what it was doing and what the 
impact would be?  

 
No.  This is not the responsibility of the train operator.  This would have been a matter for 
the promoter of the railway. 
 
• Does it apply the equivalent noise and vibration policies which were attached 

to other railway schemes approved by the Scottish Parliament such as the 
Borders railway, Airdrie-Bathgate (accepting that these are passenger rail 
services)? 

 
The noise and vibration policies applicable to a particular route are a matter for the 
infrastructure provider or, in the case of a new railway, the promoters of that railway. 
 
• Can it not increase the number of trains to Longannet running during the day 

rather than run them at night? 
 
The timetable for these freight trains needs to accommodate the loading duration, 
transport time from Ayrshire to Longannet Power Station, the discharge period in the 
station and the return journey.  The trains (operating loaded to the power station and 
returning empty to Ayrshire) also need to be planned through the busy mixed-use 
Scottish rail network and also timetabled into loading and unloading slots at the source 
and destination points. Therefore we cannot increase the number of trains running to 
Longannet during the rather than at night. 
 
DB Schenker Rail (UK) Ltd 
2 November 2009 
 
 
If you have any questions about this response, please contact: 
 
Graham Meiklejohn 
Head of Communications UK 
DB Schenker 
Carolina Way 
Doncaster 
DN4 5PN 
Telephone – 0870 140 5795 
E-mail – graham.meiklejohn@dbschenker.com 
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