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Dear Ms Wilson 
 
Thank you for your letter of 4 April 2011 requesting an update on the progress 
of the review of the fire and rescue service and the details of the timescales 
involved.  You also requested that we consider whether to amend section 51 
of the Fire (Scotland) Act 2005, regarding the prohibition on employment of 
police constables in the fire and rescue service, as part of this review. 
  
In relation to the review, a consultation exercise on the future of fire and 
rescue service in Scotland was held between 10 February 2011 and 5 May 
2011.  One hundred and seventy-one responses to the consultation were 
received, and an independent analysis of the responses has been published 
and is available on the on the Scottish Government website 
(http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Justice/public-safety/fire-and-rescue-
services/fire-reform). At the request of the Petitions Committee we invited the 
petitioner to participate in this exercise, and Mr Laidlaw’s response has been 
considered as part of the independent analysis.  
 
On the issue of the employment of constables, in our response to the 
Petitions Committee of 30 December 2010, we undertook to consider the 
legislation as part of the overall review of the fire and rescue service; and, 
were clear evidence brought forward that section 51 of the Fire (Scotland) Act 
2005 was causing difficulties, reconsider our position. On the basis of the 
evidence provided, we did not consider a change in the legislation was 
required.   However, in response to the Petitions Committee’s request of 4 
April, we intend to gather views from a wide range of stakeholders by 
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including this issue in the next consultation exercise on the reform of police 
and fire and rescue services. This is expected to take place towards the end 
of the summer.   We will consider next steps in light of the evidence and the 
consultation responses received. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Olive Hill 
By email 
 

  


