
PE1225/D 

Dear Mr. David,  

Petition PE1225  

Thank you for your email of 24th of April 2009 providing a revised response from the 
Scottish Government, following the announcement by the Cabinet Secretary for 
Health and Wellbeing of a Public Inquiry into the Clostridium difficile outbreak at the 
Vale of Leven Hospital.    

The C. diff Justice Group welcomes the announcement of the Public Inquiry as this is 
something the families have campaigned for tirelessly since the outbreak was first 
identified. Furthermore we welcome the appointment of Lord Coulsfield as Chair of 
the inquiry.    

The group would appreciate the continuing assistance of the Public Petitions 
Committee in ensuring that:  

a. The families who have worked for so long to bring about the Public Inquiry are 
able to discuss and influence the terms of reference before they are finally 
approved by parliament; and  

b. There is funding for legal representation to facilitate the families participation 
in all aspects of the inquiry.   

  

Turning to the Scottish Government’s response relating to fears about the future 
outbreaks of clostridium difficile, we note the comment that “the outbreak at the Vale 
of Leven was not reflective of the wider picture across the NHS Scotland”.  This is 
patently incorrect given the outbreaks of clostridium difficile at other hospitals since 
then, indicating that this is a problem for the NHS across Scotland.    

Secondly I note that the Government’s new HAI reporting system still fails to report 
the HAI problem on a hospital by hospital basis, despite promises to the contrary.    

Thirdly the Care Environment Inspectorate has yet to be established despite the 
Cabinet Secretary announcing this some time ago.  We would be grateful to know 
when inspections are likely to happen given that no staff have yet been recruited to 
the Inspectorate.  

Finally can I thank members of the Public Petitions Committee.  Your support for our 
campaign to get justice for the families has been particularly helpful.    

Yours sincerely,  

Michelle Stewart  

 


