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Dear Mr Cochrane 
 
CONSIDERATION OF PETITION PE1189: GOVANHILL HOUSING ASSOCIATION 
 
Thank you for your letter of 25 March 2011 on behalf of the Session 3 Public 
Petitions Committee, seeking a written response to questions raised by the 
Committee in relation to Petition PE1189, lodged by Anne Lear on behalf of 
Govanhill Housing Association. You raise two questions, to which I will respond 
below. 
 
Q. Can you update the Committee on recent activity in addressing issues 
within the Govanhill area and what actions are proposed for future.  
 
Scottish Government has made funding of £1.5m available over years 2010/11 and 
2011/12 to support Govanhill Housing Association (GHHA)’s back court 
improvement scheme and fund an acquisition strategy in the area.  Funding for both 
projects was routed through Glasgow City Council, which has worked closely with 
the Association in their development.  Early progress has been made in both 
projects: 
 

 
Backcourt Improvements and Employability Initiative 

Key performance indicators are in place for this project and an Offer of Grant for £1m 
was made on 31 May 2011.  The initiative is fully funded, with the Council 
contributing £0.250m from its Private Sector Housing Grant and GHHA adding a 
further £8,003, taking the funds available to £1,258,003.  A detailed project 
programme has been agreed with a works site start scheduled for August. 
 

 
Property Acquisitions 

An Offer of Grant for £0.500m for this project was made on 9 May 2011.  To date, 
three acquisitions have been concluded and legal missives have been concluded on 
a further property. In addition, one legal offer and one verbal offer have been issued.  
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Increasing Govanhill Housing Association’s ownership in these tenements will 
facilitate the Council’s Housing Repair programme in the area.  The Association can 
also offer its Factoring Services and deliver a more effective property management 
and maintenance regime.    
 

 
Landlord registration  

Glasgow City Council has also been awarded an extra £300,000 over the next year 
to tackle poor landlord practice and environmental blight in the community. This extra 
resource means that more action is being taken by a team of multi-disciplinary 
officials committed to making real progress for Govanhill's residents.                           
  
The petitioner also raises the concept, promoted by Glasgow City Council, of  
'Private Rented Pressured Areas'. This is something that the Scottish Government 
would be happy to explore with the local authority and the petitioner. It is an item that 
can also be discussed as part of the future work of the Scottish Private Rented 
Sector Strategy  Group.  
 
Q What impacts will the measures contained in the Private Rented Housing 
(Scotland) Act 2011 and the Housing (Scotland) Act 2010 have on the issues 
highlighted in the petition?  
 

 
Private Rented Housing (Scotland) Act 2011 

The petitioner makes the point that legislation relating to landlord registration needs 
to be more robust, in order to tackle the poor standards of service provided by some 
landlords operating in the Govanhill area. 
  
The recently passed Private Rented Housing (Scotland) Act 2011 provides local 
authorities with more powers to tackle poor and unscrupulous landlords. For 
example, one of the first provisions in this Act, commenced in June this year, means 
that any landlord operating without being registered will be liable to a fine imposed 
by the Sheriff Court of up to £50,000. The previous ceiling for the same offence had 
been £5,000. 
 
The Act also introduces new provisions (yet to be commenced) such as 
overcrowding statutory notices and a Tenant Information Pack to help improve 
standards of service for consumers in private rented housing. 
 
The intention of the overcrowding statutory notice is to enable a local authority to 
compel a landlord to take steps to reduce the occupancy of a house to the statutory 
level, in a case where overcrowding in a privately rented house is causing harm, 
which could be affecting occupants, neighbours or other people in the locality.  The 
provisions will allow local authorities to address the worst effects of overcrowding, 
whilst also supporting tenants affected by the serving of a notice, who may be 
among the most vulnerable in our society. 
 
Section 33 of the Act places a statutory duty on a landlord to provide specified 
documents and information (a tenant information pack) to a tenant at the beginning 
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of a tenancy.  Failure to do so (without reasonable excuse) is an offence attracting a 
fine not exceeding level 2.  Ministers are given a power to prescribe the information 
and documents to be provided in the pack through secondary legislation. The 
documents and information will help to inform tenants of their rights and 
responsibilities. 
 
Scottish Government officials are currently working to implement these important 
provisions and will work closely with a range of stakeholders during this process.   
 

 
Housing (Scotland) Act 2010 

The Housing (Scotland) Act 2010 amended powers in relation to maintenance 
orders, repayment changes and enforcement of notices, to improve the effectiveness 
of the powers available to local authorities under the Housing (Scotland) Act 2006.  
These powers under the 2010 Act came into effect on 1 March 2011, and from this 
time has meant that the local authority is able to recover from owners costs incurred 
by it in :  
 

• drawing up a maintenance plan in default; 
• registering maintenance orders and maintenance plans; 
• paying missing shares into maintenance accounts on behalf of owners who 

are unwilling to pay their share; and 
• registering a repayment charge or the discharge of a repayment charge 

(where costs have been incurred in enforcing a notice as a result of an 
owner’s failure to do so). 

 
These amendments mean that authorities are now able to recover costs and 
expenses incurred in using maintenance powers from owners whose failure to 
maintain their property caused the enforcement action in the first place.  We 
understand that the local authority is currently considering using its maintenance 
powers within the Govanhill area.   
 
The 2010 Act also removed the need for local authorities to submit draft Housing 
Renewal Area (HRA) designation orders to Scottish ministers for approval.  This will 
shorten the process for HRA designation, should the local authority decide to use 
these powers in future.  
 
In all cases it will be up to the local authority to determine whether it is appropriate to 
make use of these amended powers in individual situations. 
 
 
 
 
 
Valerie Sneddon 
Housing Stock Quality Team Leader 
Sustainability Unit: Housing Sustainability and Innovative Finance Division 




