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This further Written Submission is in relation to Glasgow City Council’s 
response, dated 15th February and received on 18th February 2011, to the 
Association’s petition. 
 
The Association supports the establishment of the Govanhill Regeneration 
Taskforce by Glasgow City Council but notes the Council’s comment that “any 
future plan will be tempered by the availability of resources”. The Association 
expects that it will be some time before such a Regeneration Strategy will be 
available, given the need to consult over proposals for such a plan. As we 
stated in our recent submission, it requires a real commitment by the Council 
for the strategy to be effective and address the complex issues and 
challenges prevalent in this community. 
 
The Association maintains that the Housing Renewal Area legislation available 
to Councils under the Housing (Scotland) Act 2006 would be an effective 
instrument for designation in Govanhill as it seeks to address not just housing 
quality but quality of the local neighbourhood. Although the HRA status has 
no mandatory grant assistance to owners, we understand that the Council still 
has the power to award discretionary grant assistance where appropriate. 
This is where the Council requires setting its investment priorities if it is to 
make a significant and positive difference to those Govanhill residents still 
living in sub standard conditions. HRA designation also requires the work to 
be completed over a 5 year period, thereby providing a longer term 
commitment. As the Council itself states, the use of HRA legislation with 
higher levels of financial investment, would no doubt be a major tool in the 
transformation of areas such as Govanhill. 
 
The previous Housing Action Area for Improvement legislation with grant 
support for owners, proved highly effective in regenerating large areas and 
communities across Glasgow. Glasgow City Council’s Private Sector Housing 
Grant budget has decreased considerably over the past 10 years. The current 
budget for the city as a whole is only c. £10m. Whilst Govanhill is receiving 
one third of that budget, we consider that the overall budget is insufficient to 
address the need in the city. 
 



We agree with Glasgow City Council that the Landlord Registration legislation 
is not robust enough and acknowledge that the Scottish Government is 
addressing some of these concerns through the new Private Rented Sector 
legislation. We consider that it does not go far enough and would support the 
Council’s proposal for areas to be designated ‘Private Rented Pressured 
Areas’. We also consider that this should be in tandem with the use of 
Housing Renewal Area legislation, where appropriate. We also consider that 
designation of such areas should attract additional Scottish Government 
funding to provide for the acquisition of properties so that there is a better 
balance of ownership and management. 
 
Finally, we consider that there should be acknowledgement by the Scottish 
Government, in consultation with the Westminster Government, that a large 
influx of migrant workers and settlers to such a small area such as Govanhill 
will require additional resources over and above those available to the Council 
in order to deal with the pressures such inward migration entails.  
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