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PE1189/X 
PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION OF PE1189: 

QUESTIONS ARISING FROM COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
(See ‘Written submissions’ for responses) 

 
 
TUESDAY 23 NOVEMBER 2010— 
 
Scottish Government— 

• Will you summarise how the provisions of the Private Rented Housing 
(Scotland) Bill and the Housing (Scotland) Bill (if passed by the 
Scottish Parliament) will assist in addressing the issues raised in the 
petition? 

• What is your response to the point made by the petitioner about 
recycling penalty charges associated with enforcement being returned 
to the local authority. Will you provide for this? 

 
Glasgow City Council— 

• Has the ‘Master Plan’ for the area been completed and can you update 
the Committee on how this will assist? 

 
A “Task Force” has been created with a membership consisting of local 
MSP’s, local Councillors, Community Groups, the local Housing Association, 
Senior Council officers, Community Planning, the Police, Fire Service and 
other relevant people. Participants in the task force will contribute to the 
preparation of a strategic plan for the area that will be created following the 
final meeting of the group (as yet to be determined).  
However, it has to be recognised that any future plan will be tempered by the 
availability of resources. 
 
 
TUESDAY 9 FEBRUARY 2010— 
 
Scottish Government— 
• Why has special status not been given to Govanhill? Does the process for 

awarding housing renewal status discourage local authorities from seeking 
this (on the grounds of expense and time taken)? 

 
Housing Area Renewal (HRA) status carries no link to financial support to the 
owners of property affected. The costs of undertaking the sort of work that is 
anticipated to be required would be substantial (previous Housing Action Area 
costs for the improvement of property were around £100k per flat). The 
Renewal process is intended to go further than the HAA process. HRA status, 
we understand, would have to include the local environment, presumably 
including streetscape, drainage, lighting etc. This would add significantly to 
the costs faced by owners, who it is assumed are living in poor conditions 
because that is what they can afford, could simply not be expected to fund the 
type of action that Housing Renewal Area status would demand.  
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If HRA status carried access to high levels of financial support the prospect of 
declaring a Housing Renewal Area would increase significantly and would, no 
doubt, be a major tool in the transformation of areas such as Govanhill.  
 
• For every facet of the situation in Govanhill, is there a power available to 

address and is each power easy to obtain and appropriate to each issue?  
 
There are a number of powers available to the local authority to deal with 
issues such as poor quality housing. However, the problem remains that 
much of the action that can be taken carries significant costs that simply can’t 
be met by owners and some landlords. Equally, the city council has limited 
resources to serve notices and then follow through to carry out the necessary 
work. Currently around 33% of the annual budget for private sector housing 
issues in the City is being spent in the Govanhill area. 
 
The main complaints from residents in Govanhill seem to be around people’s 
behaviour such as dumping of refuse on the streets, poor quality housing 
being let by unscrupulous landlords and a fear of crime. Penalties are 
available to the council where it can prove who is dumping the rubbish but 
that requires corroboration by two or more witnesses and that is proving very 
difficult to achieve despite a great deal of effort on the part of council officers.  
Landlords have – by law – to register as a landlord with the council. However, 
the scrutiny process is – in the Government’s words – to be “light touch” with 
the presumption to be that all landlords are acceptable unless proven 
otherwise. For the vast majority of landlords this is actually acceptable.  
 
However, as has already been shown in Govanhill there are some landlords 
who flout the law by not registering and who take little interest in the condition 
or number of people occupying the property that is being let. Again gathering 
evidence to take action is proving very difficult with tenants often having no 
English, being illiterate in their own language and being in fear of the landlord 
and possible eviction. 
 
For these reasons they will not use the Private Rented Housing Panel and 
there is no route open to officials to report these issues as only the tenant can 
complain. 
 
In terms of crime the police have a significant presence in Govanhill but they 
would have to provide a statement on their activity and any reduction in crime 
rates as a result of their actions. 
  
• Does each power go far enough to resolve the problems highlighted in the 

Govanhill area or do they need strengthened? Does Govanhill not 
represent a unique situation which requires unique solutions (and which 
are currently not there)?  

 
The Council is considering whether to propose as an amendment to the 
Private Rented Sector Bill that where there are areas that have severe 
management and other issues local authorities can declare such areas as a 
“Private Rented Pressured Area”  One criterion being considered (amongst 
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other things) that where an area has a concentration of over 40% of the 
housing stock in the private rented sector. The basis for suggesting such an 
area is our experiences in Govanhill. 
  
In such an area a number of powers may become active e.g. the power of 
inspection. Currently the council has powers to gain access to inspect for 
physical issues and to determine if a house is below the tolerable standard. 
There is no power to seek entry to a house for the purpose of determining if it 
is being let out or if it is overcrowded or being used for commercial purposes.  
 
• What discussions has it held with the UK Government about funding to 

deal with volume of migrants coming in to area? Is this number higher than 
in other parts of the city or in other cities in Scotland? How much of the 
‘associated’ costs (e.g. provision of education, health, social work etc) is 
simply left to the council to fund? If all, is this an issue that should be 
pursued with the UK Government to inquire why it does not provide more 
funding?  

 
As per the Task Force mentioned above, our main discussions are with the 
Scottish Government.  The areas highlighted in the question fall within the 
responsibility of the Scottish Government.  There are issues with respect to 
migrant workers and these areas of provision that will be taken account of as 
part of the strategic plan. 


