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Govanhill Housing Association welcomes this opportunity to submit a 
further Written Response in relation to the letter from the Scottish 
Government dated 31st January 2011 to the Public Petitions Committee.  
 
The Association has previously acknowledged the benefit of improved 
legislation by the Scottish Government and notes the additional and 
strengthened powers that will be available to Local Authorities as a result of 
the Private Rented Housing (Scotland) Bill and the Housing (Scotland) Acts 
2006 and 2010 amendments. 
 
However, we are still deeply concerned that Glasgow City Council will be 
unable to commit the required time and resources to fully use the powers that 
are available to them in order to make the significant impacts that are needed 
in Govanhill e.g. it is our understanding that the Council has no intention of 
designating Housing Renewal Areas on the basis that the capital investment 
can not be guaranteed to tackle the significant concentration of sub-standard 
properties remaining in this area within the 5 year timescale to improve 
neighbourhood quality.  
 
The Council’s past and current Private Sector Housing Repair Programme over 
the past 2 – 3 years in Govanhill, whilst welcome, still leaves a significant 
number of houses which are either BTS or in Serious Disrepair. There is 
currently no forward commitment or longer term programme set out that 
gives any confidence that the current situation will be ameliorated in the 
years to come.  
 
There is no strategic approach and little reference is given to the Private 
Sector Housing Investment Programme in the Council’s Strategic Housing 
Investment Plan 2011/12 to 2015/16 consultative draft. The Association 
acknowledges the Council’s establishment of the Govanhill Regeneration 
Taskforce with the remit to produce a Regeneration Strategy & Plan in due 
course but we consider that this will be ineffective unless the strategy 
provides a clear framework for investment decisions and coordinated action 
which leads to a capital investment commitment.  
 



 
 
In the meantime, this community is faced with serious issues of poor quality 
housing, overcrowding and insect infestation associated with this Private 
Sector stock. Indeed, it would appear that the Council’s Pest Control service in 
relation to cockroaches and bed bugs, funded under the former Fairer 
Scotland Fund, will cease by the end of April 2011 as the Council has no 
commitment to continuing the service as their only statutory liability is to the 
control of rats and mice. The Association is being approached to find a 
solution to continuing this service which is greatly needed - Pest control 
complaints in Govanhill for 2009/10 were 500% higher than the average of all 
the neighbourhoods within Glasgow.  
 
For the Public Petition Committee’s information, the relative concentrations of 
cockroaches and bedbugs for the period 2009/10 within Govanhill are shown 
in the attached Appendices 1 and 2 respectively. It is interesting to note that, 
particularly for cockroaches, the highest concentrations generally align with 
the higher density Private Rented stock in the area. An ongoing service for 
insect treatment is required to manage and reduce active numbers of 
cockroach and bedbug concentrations within Govanhill. Unless further 
resources are secured, insect numbers will increase considerably after the 
current service ceases at the end of April 2011. 
 
As we stated in our last written response dated 9th November 2010, the 
Govanhill Service Delivery Hub is only beginning to make an impact, 
supported by £300,000 of additional Scottish Government funding over the 
period to March 2012. This will allow a greater interface for residents to 
report their particular concerns and for issues to be addressed and enforced 
where necessary. We consider this is a positive, multi-disciplinary approach 
which can make real differences at the local level on a day to day basis. We 
are still not clear, however, if this approach can be, or will be, sustained in 
the longer term but we believe it is a model that can produce effective results 
in tackling the multitude and complexity of issues affecting this community. 
We therefore need a firm commitment to the longer term establishment and 
sustainability of the Service Delivery Hub. 
 
In conclusion, the Association recognises the progress made since submission 
of its Public Petition. We would contend that such progress would not have 
been made without the Petition remaining open. 
 
Whilst progress has been made, the issue for the Association is the 
commitment to continue and build on this progress. The question of 
sustainability is key to improving the quality of life for many Govanhill 
residents. There remain major pressures in this community. 
 
 
 
 



 
The Association fully understands that changes take time but it is now time to 
deliver. Consequently, the Association requests that the Petition remains open 
and that the Public Petitions Committee continues to use its influence and 
support to ensure that Govanhill remains a focus for central and local 
government.     
 
 
 
 
Govanhill Housing Association Ltd 
Principal Petitioner 
10th February 2011 



 




