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FURTHER WRITTEN SUBMISSION – 9th November 2010  
 
 
Govanhill Housing Association welcomes this opportunity to submit a 
further Written Response in relation to the letters from Alex Neil MSP dated 
6th October 2010 and Glasgow City Council dated 8th November 2010 to the 
Public Petitions Committee.  
 
The Association acknowledges that both the Scottish Government and 
Glasgow City Council have responded positively in attempting to address the 
complex physical, social, economic and environmental issues prevalent in the 
Govanhill community. This fact is also recognised by other community 
representatives and groups that form Govanhill Community Action (GoCA).  
 
Since the submission of our Petition, positive action has been taken across a 
number of measures including: 
 
o The introduction of improved legislation 
o Investment in physical regeneration of the private sector housing stock 
o Additional Scottish Government financial support of £1.5m 
o The development and implementation of the Service Delivery Hub 
o The establishment of the Govanhill Task Force to determine strategic 

priorities for Govanhill  
 
We particularly welcome the introduction of the Private Rented Housing 
(Scotland) Bill which improves Local Authorities’ powers to tackle rogue 
landlords and strengthen the regulation of the private rented sector in 
general. Having recently considered the provisions of the Bill with the Council 
and Glasgow & West of Scotland Forum, the Association believes that there 
are still certain parts of the Bill which require further consideration by the 
Scottish Government so that powers available to the Council are as robust as 
possible. These are being outlined in the submission by GWSF in relation to 
the Call for Views on the PRH Bill. This is currently being finalised for 
submission to the Local Government & Communities Committee of the 
Scottish Parliament by 11th November 2010. A copy will also be forwarded to 
the Public Petitions Committee’s attention as part of this response.  
 
We have seen a ripple effect in the growth of the Private Rented Sector in 
neighbouring communities such as Strathbungo and Croftfoot with similar 
issues requiring to be addressed and, indeed, a significant increase across the 



city as a whole. Given the disproportionate number of Private Landlords 
operating in the city compared to other urban centres in Scotland, it is 
essential that Glasgow City Council uses the provisions of the new legislation 
to their full effect and that their Private Landlord Registration systems and 
procedures, including enforcement, are fully resourced. In that particular 
respect we would request the Public Petitions Committee to explore the 
possibility of recycling penalty charges associated with enforcement so that 
they are returned to the Local Authority to be used to fund the service. 
 
Whilst acknowledging the investment to date in the private housing sector 
stock by Glasgow City Council, it is unclear as to how financial constraints will 
impact on the PSHG budget. The Council itself states that this budget will be 
under the same pressures as every other budget in the public sector and 
argues for a distinct fund to deal with property in Serious Disrepair or BTS. 
This is a proposal which the Association would support and we have argued 
for ring-fenced funds and budgets in previous submissions. The Council also 
makes specific mention of living conditions in Govanhill within its draft SHIP 
and that there is agreement between the Council and the Scottish 
Government for assistance to address physical and environmental issues in 
the area. There is no indication at this stage as to the degree of priority or 
level of assistance that will emerge from difficult resource allocations faced by 
the Council over the coming period.    
 
The development of the Service Delivery Hub is still very much in its infancy 
but has to date provided a more coordinated response to issues identified by 
the joint work of partners in this multi-agency approach. The Scottish 
Government has allocated additional funding of £300k to assist with the 
implementation of this new approach and the Association’s subsidiary 
company, Govanhill Community Development Trust, is continuing to provide 
the office accommodation for the Hub at Samaritan House at no cost. It is 
hoped that the Hub services can be developed to include a direct interface for 
residents to report their particular concerns and issues, although it is not clear 
how this approach will be sustained in the longer term. An Implementational 
Review is required over a suitable period of time to establish the effects and 
benefits of this multi-agency approach to service delivery at a local level. 
Using the Govanhill experience as a test-bed can determine if such a model 
can be, or should be, replicated in other areas where similar pressures exist. 
 
The additional Scottish Government financial support is a very positive 
response to tackling the physical and environmental issues experienced in a 
vast number of tenement backcourts, whilst providing opportunities to 
improve the training and employment prospects of local people. We have 
been working with the Council through the detail of how this initiative, and 
the acquisition strategy, will be implemented and are now in a position to 
take this forward with the support of identified project partners. 
 
 



Glasgow City Council has now established the Govanhill Task Force to 
establish strategic priorities for the area and develop a Strategic Plan that will 
have the support of the local community. The Task Force has now had its first 
meeting and is due to report in February 2011 although we think the 
timescale for this is quite challenging. We hope that this will keep Govanhill at 
the forefront of resource allocation. 
 
In conclusion, the Association recognises the progress made since submission 
of its Public Petition. We would contend that such progress would not have 
been made without the Petition remaining open. 
 
Whilst progress has been made, the issue for the Association is the 
commitment to continue and build on this progress. The question of 
sustainability is key to improving the quality of life for many Govanhill 
residents. In many respects, it is still early days for the new legislation, the 
Hub and the Task Force. These delivery mechanisms remain under scrutiny.  
 
The reality for Govanhill residents is that there are still rogue landlords, poor 
living conditions, severe overcrowding, inward migration, over 50 ethnicities, 
anti-social behaviour, exploitation, poor health, environmental issues, and 
social inequalities some 2 years since the Petition was lodged. There remain 
major pressures in this community and the door should not be closed. 
 
The Association fully understands that changes take time but it is now time to 
deliver. Consequently, the Association, with the support of Govanhill 
Community Action, requests that the Petition remains open and that the 
Public Petitions Committee continues to use its influence and support to 
ensure that Govanhill remains a focus for central and local government.     
 
 
     
Govanhill Housing Association Ltd 
Principal Petitioner 
9th November 2010  
 


