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Govanhill Housing Association welcomes this opportunity to submit a 
further Written Response in relation to the letter from Alex Neil MSP dated 
16th April 2010 to the Public Petitions Committee.  
 
Private Housing Sector Consultation 
 
The Association welcomes the Scottish Government’s consultation on a 
proposed Private Housing Bill, particularly those proposals relating to the 
Private Rented Sector which have direct relevance for the issues to be found 
here in Govanhill and as outlined in our Petition. 
 
The Association has made its own Consultation Response and also fully 
supports the consultation responses made by Glasgow City Council and the 
Glasgow & West of Scotland Forum of Housing Associations. It is therefore 
not the Association’s intention to fully detail matters here but would wish to 
offer some comment on the specific points raised in the Minister’s letter.  
 
We are disappointed to note rejection of the proposal by Glasgow City Council 
that there should be powers for the Local Authority to have access to 
premises for the purpose of applying the ‘fit and proper’ person test in respect 
of a Landlord’s applicvation for registration. This is a point that the 
Association has raised itself in our previous Written Submissions. Whilst we 
accept that the rationale behind rejection of the proposal is due to existing 
rights of entry under the Housing (Scotland) Act 2006 to determine if a Work 
Notice should be served, we consider that there should be specific rights 
attaching to the registration process to make registration more robust. 
 
Consideration of Other Recommendations 
 
The Association also notes its disappointment in the rejection of the two other 
proposals put forward by Glasgow City Council in relation to the Private 
Rented Housing Panel. We consider the PRHP to be ineffective in areas such 
as Govanhill as we are not aware of a single complaint being lodged with 
them by a Govanhill private rented tenant. We can only assume that this is 
because of the fear of repercussions from the Landlord or simply that the 
PRHP advice and information is not being effectively disseminated to private 
rented tenants in this area. 



Likewise, we consider it unfair to expect the tenant, the vast majority of who 
are extremely vulnerable in the Govanhill area, to have to defend an action in 
the Sheriff Court on the basis of a Landlord’s appeal against the decision of 
the PRHP.  
 
Consequently, we consider that the Private Sector Housing Panel to be totally 
redundant in areas such as Govanhill for the reasons described above unless 
it has more effective powers to be able to influence the enforcement process. 
 
Hit Squads 
 
The Association is pleased to note that the Minister considers that areas such 
as Govanhill needs a different approach and ‘innovative solutions’ and that 
proposals for a citywide Enforcement Unit are being worked up by Glasgow 
City Council to address the multiple issues of managing the Private Rented 
Sector effectively 
 
We are pleased to report that a local base has indeed been established here 
at Samaritan House for the ‘Govanhill Service Delivery Hub’ consisting of a 
range of agencies with the intention of working in a more coordinated and 
targeted way at the local level. However, this approach is still in its early 
stages and has been established on a pilot basis for 6 months due to the lack 
of resources.  
 
Indeed, it has only been established with the financial support of the 
Association and its subsidiary, Govanhill Community Development Trust, who 
own the vacant office/workspace premises and who are providing the 
accommodation rent-free for the 6 month period (£15,000 contribution). 
Unfortunately, the Association/GCDT’s outline application to the Scottish 
Government’s Wider Role Fund for a contribution to this innovative initiative 
was rejected.  
 
Masterplan 
 
Again, the Association welcomes the Minister’s comments that a Masterplan is 
being devised for tackling the problems in the area. As yet, the Association is 
unaware of the timescales for this and looks forward to being a party to the 
development of a Masterplan in partnership with Glasgow City Council and 
other key agencies.  
 
We trust that the Masterplan, once completed, will identify the required 
resources needed for implementation and that the Association will be a key 
partner in that process. 
 
 
 
 
 



Conclusion  
 
The Association is encouraged by the Minister’s acknowledgement of the 
unique set of issues facing Govanhill residents and is working positively with 
the City Council to identify new and effective ways of tackling the problems.   
 
However, the Association reiterates below our own set of solutions to tackle 
the problems prevalent in this area:   
 

o There needs to be a clear Strategy for Govanhill 
o The Association needs to have a clear role in the development and 

delivery of a strategy for Govanhill 
o Govanhill needs to have a Special Area status 
o Govanhill requires additional resources beyond that which the Council 

is able, or willing,  to provide 
o There needs to be changes in legislation to make Landlord Registration 

effective. The proliferation of Private Landlords in the Govanhill Area is 
a key factor in the spiral of social decline and physical deterioration.  

o The Association needs HAG funding for acquisition, improvement and 
provision of affordable, social housing within the BTS stock and to 
stem the tide of Private Landlord properties that are now even 
infiltrating the ‘improved’ mixed tenure stock.   

o By the Council’s own admission, it does not have the staffing resources 
to implement their desired objectives that would make a difference in 
Govanhill. The Association’s own Development & Regeneration staff 
team could play a more primary role in delivering these objectives if 
adequately funded.   

o There needs to be a dedicated, multi-disciplinary team based in this 
area to respond to the complex range of issues affecting this 
community.  

o There are serious issues, as a consequence of sub-standard housing, in 
relation to poor health, safety and general wellbeing for the inhabitants 
of the BTS housing stock which can only be ameliorated by a 
comprehensive programme of tenement improvement and repairs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Govanhill Housing Association Ltd 
Principal Petitioner 
26th April 2010  
 


