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Thank you for your letter of 28 January 2009 addressed to Claire Keggie about a number of
points raised during the meeting of 27 January 2009 in relation to upgrading the A92.

I have noted the detailed points raised in Submission PE1175/G and where it is for Transport
Scotland to comment I have addressed these below.

As you will be aware, the Strategic Transport Projects Review (STPR) was formally announced
in Parliament on 10 December 2008 by Stewart Stevenson MSP, Minister for Transport,
Infrastructure and Climate Change.

The outcomes of the STPR were based on meeting the key objectives outlined in the
Government Economic Strategy in addition to key strategic outcomes identified in the National
Transport Strategy - these include improving journey times and connections; reducing
emissions; and improving quality, accessibility and afford ability. The evidence utilised in
determining the outcomes for the Edinburgh to Dundee national transport corridor included
performance data for the existing network in addition to future land-use which was provided via
local authority's development plans.

It is this robust appraisal process that provides the criteria for the prioritisation of future land-
based transport interventions and this is the basis on which Scottish Government decisions on
future transport spending will be made, rather than the ease with which projects could be
delivered due to factors such as the availability of land.

Dualling

As you are aware, dualling of the A92 was not identified as an intervention required to meet the
objectives for this particular corridor and, as the STPR sets out the Scottish Government's
strategic transport priorities, there are no plans for dualling of the A92.

Improvements to the A92

Transport Scotland would like to provide the reassurance that, rather than a "piecemeal"
approach to improvements on the A92, the package of measures that have been identified for
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the Edinburgh to Dundee transport corridor (Project 5 - Route Management) will provide for
active route management and targeted individual investments to ensure this route is safe and
suitably maintained for the expected levels of traffic.

Tullis Russell Roundabout and Cad ham Junction

In relation to specific concerns raised about the Tullis Russell roundabout and the contention
that it is still a hazard for south bound vehicles it is significant that analysis of the accident
statistics shows no recorded injury accidents within the past two year period, which suggests
that the safety record, if anything, has improved since completion of the roundabout.

In relation to the concern that there is no safe pedestrian or provisions for cyclists for north south
movements at Cad ham junction and Tullis Russell roundabout we would point out that, at Tullis
Russell roundabout:

- there is a combined footway and cycletrack on the north and southbound approach to the
roundabout
- the roundabout is lit and there is also drop kerb provision to facilitate crossing and central
island protection for vulnerable road users.

Although Cadham may be described as a busy junction it is not unusual in its layout. It is lit and
there is no evidence that there is a safety problem for pedestrians.

Although there is no particular evidence from analysis of accident statistics to indicate that
pedestrians have a specific problem at these locations, you will be aware that we have taken the
concerns of Glenrothes Area Futures Group (GFAG) seriously and are currently considering the
feasibility of signalising Cad ham junction, including pedestrian phases. Likewise, there has
already been consultation with GFAG regarding the study into traffic movement and operation at
Cad ham and Balfarg junction and at the time of writing this reply, a final draft of the Cad ham
Balfarg report has been sent to Ron Page of the GAFG along with a copy of the draft
signalisation feasibility study for Cadham junction.

Future Meetings with GAFG

Should it be deemed helpful then Transport Scotland would also be pleased to meet to outline in
more detail the appraisal processes behind the STPR, which was completed using the Scottish
Transport Appraisal Guidance. Likewise, once GAFG have had an opportunity to review the
draft BEAR Scotland reports Transport Scotland would be happy to meet to discuss the
conclusions and recommendations prior to the reports being finalised.

I hope this is helpful in explaining Transport Scotland's position.

Yours sincerely,

DAVID MIDDLETON
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