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01 November 2010 
  Dear Fergus 

 
I wish to thank Mr John Forsythe for his reply to the committee of 12th August, 
2010, on behalf of SaBTO. 
 
I am pleased by the fact that four LGBT groups are represented on the Blood 
Donor Selection Steering Group. However I as the petitioner am still not satisfied 
by the actions taken by SaBTO.  
 
Crucially, one of the groups represented on the Steering Group, Terrence Higgins 
Trust, are in favour of retaining the ban. Also Stonewall, although they now 
support a repeal of the ban, do so for very different reasons. Stonewall have 
argued that it is discrimination to ban gay and bisexual men from giving blood. 
This may be the case, but it is not a reason for repealing the ban. There is no right 
to donate blood, people who donate blood must be carefully screened and those 
who present a big enough risk must be turned away.  
 
Referring to the written and oral evidence I have presented to the Petitions 
Committee on this matter, it would make the blood supply safer, and allow more 
people to donate, if the donor criteria were changed to look at high risk behaviour.
 
Currently, the donor criteria suggests that all gay and bisexual men are a high risk, 
and no heterosexual men are a high risk, despite the amount of unprotected 
sexual relations they may be having right before they give blood. This is obviously 
not a safe way to screen donors. HIV is a disease that does not differentiate 
between gay and straight people, anyone can have it. Therefore the blood donor 
eligibility criteria must reflect the fact that just as many new infections are from 
heterosexual people as gay people. 
 
Being gay does not increase ones risk of contracting HIV per se; it is ones 
behaviour that affects the risk. The criteria must change to reflect that, as it has 
been done in Spain and Italy, resulting in far fewer HIV infections from 
contaminated blood. 
 
In addition, Stonewall have been going through a very difficult time in their 
relationship with the LGBT community, over issues such as the extra ordinary 
length of time it took them to form a position on the blood ban, and over their 
continuing refusal to support same-sex marriage.  
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The issue is then that although Stonewall are represented, who are they 
representing? It is wholly inaccurate for policy makers to assume that 
Stonewall represent a majority of LGBT people, or the mainstream of the 
LGBT communities views.  
 
Therefore to ensure that the diversity of views of the LGBT community are 
fully represented in the Steering Group, SaBTO must allow other LGBT groups 
and individuals to be involved with and be aware of their work in reviewing 
the policy. 
 
In our previous submissions, we called for any review to be transparent and 
engaging with the LGBT community. This has not happened, so the least that 
SaBTO can do to ensure that LGBT people have confidence in this process, is 
to bring in further LGBT groups who want to be involved, who have evidence 
and knowledge to offer, and who can help make the blood as safe as 
possible. 
 
I ask that the Petitions Committee follow up with SaBTO and request that 
they incorporate a wider diversity of LGBT groups and individuals into their 
review of the blood donor criteria. 
Yours 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rob McDowall 
Chairperson 
LGBT Network 
 
 
 


