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Mr Cochrane 
 
CONSIDERATION OF PETITION PE1135   
 
I refer to the petition by Mr Rob McDowall calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the 
Scottish Government to review existing guidelines and risk assessment procedures to allow 
healthy gay and bisexual men to donate blood. 
 
The Scottish National Blood Transfusion Service, along with other UK blood services, bases 
its blood donor selection criteria on the best epidemiological and scientific and clinical 
evidence available.  The responsibility for reviewing the medical criteria for donor selection in 
the UK rests with the Advisory Committee on the Safety of Blood Tissues and Organs 
(SaBTO).  These criteria are under continual review and SaBTO ensures the criteria are not 
discriminatory and are based purely on scientific and clinical evidence.  
 
Although all blood donations are tested for HIV, Hepatitis B, Hepatitis C, syphilis and HTLV1, 
no testing process is perfect and tests may miss a small percentage of infected donations 
because of the “window period” when a donor carries the infective agent but it is 
undetectable.  It is therefore safer not to accept donations from higher risk groups.   
 
It is essential that SNBTS maintains blood supplies and everybody who comes forward to 
donate blood, whatever their sexual orientation, is to be commended.  However, this must be 
balanced against ensuring that blood stocks remain safe at all times.  While the Scottish 
Government will continue to keep this matter under review, at present, the Scottish 
Government’s scientific advisers in the field of epidemiology are of the opinion that to allow 
men who have sex with men to donate blood would be a risk to the safety of blood  
 
transfusion recipients.  Advances in blood transfusion safety procedures may allow gay and 
bisexual men to donate in the future but, until then, priority has to be given to securing the 
safety of the blood supply.   
 
I hope this reply is helpful. 
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