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Dear Alison 
 
CONSIDERATION OF PETITION PE812 
 
Thank you for your letter of 11 February about the above petition by Caroline Paterson on 
behalf of ‘Stirling before Pylons’, in which you seek further clarification on a number of issues 
raised at the Committee’s meeting on 9 February. 
 
The Committee has asked what mitigation measures are to be put in place with respect to 
the Beauly to Denny power line which will reduce potential health hazards from the 
transmission lines and have enquired whether this will include undergrounding. 
 
No mitigation measures have been imposed in the Beauly Denny consent which relate to 
potential health hazards from the transmission line.  Based on the evidence presented at the 
Inquiry, the Technical Assessor considered that the case was not strong enough to propose 
precautionary measures and that the proposal complied with existing Government guidelines 
on electromagnetic field (EMF). Scottish Ministers agreed with this position.  Furthermore, 
the Health Protection Agency advice is that any possible association with childhood 
leukaemia is unproven.  This is in line with the views of the World Health Organisation. 
 
The Committee has commented that they are aware that planning policies are subject to 
ongoing monitoring and asked if the Scottish Government will detail whether the Beauly to 
Denny decision will lead to any specific review of planning policies. 
 
In relation to this, the Beauly to Denny decision has not led to any fundamental review.  
A consolidated Scottish Planning Policy has just been issued. 
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Similarly, the Committee asked that in the light of the Beauly to Denny decision, are there 
any specific issues arising from this scheme, relating to public health concerns around the 
potential health hazards associated with long-term exposure to EMFs from high voltage 
transmission lines, which the Scottish Government will be raising with bodies such as the 
Health Protection Agency and, if so, what and when. 
 
In responding to public health concerns, I would refer the Committee to the various previous 
responses from the Scottish Government Health Directorates including my letter of 21 
October 2009, which have sought to clarify our position on these issues.  The Scottish 
Government Health Directorates have no plans to raise any concerns specific to the Beauly 
to Denny decision with any bodies such as the Health Protection Agency. 
 
Lastly the Committee has asked what health evidence has been taken into account by the 
Scottish Government arising from the Beauly to Denny Inquiry Reporter’s decision. 
 
In responding to public health concerns, I would refer the Committee also to the various 
previous responses from the Scottish Government Health Directorates, which have sought to 
clarify our position on these issues. 
 
The position of the Scottish Government Health Directorates is that protection of members of 
the public from the emission from the electricity supply network should be addressed with 
regard to the advice of the Health Protection Agency, and should ensure that public 
exposure levels are properly controlled in accordance with the guidelines of the International 
Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection (ICNIRP).  In this regard, Sub-section 
5.1.17 of the Report of the Technical Assessor on this proposed development 
(http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/917/0088330.pdf) states that: ‘My overall 
conclusion is that the Proposal complies with existing Government guidelines on EMF.’  
Therefore, it is the view of the Scottish Government Health Directorates that there is no 
health evidence arising from the Beauly to Denny Inquiry Reporter’s decision that requires 
specific further consideration.  
 
I hope that this addresses the points raised to the Committee’s satisfaction. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Mike Palmer 
 
 
MIKE PALMER 
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