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Dear Alison,  
 
CONSIDERATION OF PETITION PE812 
 
Thank you for your letter of 7th May about the above petition by Caroline Paterson on behalf 
of ‘Stirling before Pylons’, in which you seek further clarification on a number of issues raised 
at the Committee’s meeting on 4th May.  
 
The Committee has asked the Scottish Government if it can provide an update following the 
presentation by Scottish Power (“SP”) of the “Stirling Mitigation Scheme” which the 
Committee expected to take place in June. The Committee has also asked whether the 
Scottish Government would give consideration to the option of declaring a moratorium on the 
project until undergrounding options have been properly investigated. 
 
Scottish Ministers continue to liaise with SP in respect of the Beauly-Denny project on a 
range of issues; however no date has yet been set for the submission of the “Stirling Visual 
Impact Mitigation Scheme” to Ministers. Officials have agreed with SP that a paper 
examining the options and making an initial recommendation will be prepared by SP and 
subject to consultation with Stirling Council, via their ‘Beauly-Denny Steering Group’, and 
with members of the public. This paper and early proposals are expected to be made 
available for consultation shortly. The responses to this consultation will then be taken into 
account by SP when preparing formal proposals which will be submitted to Ministers for 
approval.  
 
In respect of underground alternatives to the overhead line solution, a range of 
undergrounding options were fully considered at the Public Local Inquiry (“PLI”), the findings 
of which can be viewed at http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Business-
Industry/Energy/Infrastructure/Energy-Consents/Beauly-Denny-Index. The PLI reporters 
concluded that none of these alternatives had been shown to be justified, and with particular 
regard for the potential environmental and cost impacts, the Scottish Ministers agreed with 
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that conclusion. Ministers have granted consent to a whole overhead line solution for which a 
strong technical and economic need has been established.  
 
This notwithstanding, SSE and SPT have both committed to developing ‘options papers’ 
which will assess the benefits and disbenefits of the various options available to mitigate the 
visual impact of the line at: Auchilhanzie House, near Crieff; Glenside Farm, near Plean; and 
Stirling. These papers will include a consideration of any recent developments in 
underground cable technologies, as well as a reassessment of the costs of undergrounding 
alternatives for the particular area. The papers will put forward the preferred option of the 
developer in question and provide a justification behind this choice. This will ensure that up-
to-date information regarding undergrounding is available to Stirling Council, members of the 
public and to Scottish Ministers as the consultation process proceeds. 
 
It is therefore the view of Scottish Ministers that a moratorium on the Beauly-Denny project is 
not justified. 
 
I hope that this addresses the points raised to the Committee’s satisfaction. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Simon Coote 
Head of Energy Consents and Deployment 
The Scottish Government 


