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PE812 – Stirling Before Pylons’ response to Scottish 
Government’s (SG) letter of March 5th 2010 
 
 
Undergrounding the Beauly to Denny line through the city of Stirling is the only 
mitigation measure which would remove the health threat in such a populated area. 
The SG has dismissed the adverse health effects associated with High Voltage 
Overhead Transmission Lines (HVOTLs)_and ruled out associated mitigation, 
restricting conditions to visual mitigation only. 
 
Mike Palmer’s deference to the Public Inquiry Technical Assessor’s failure to advise 
precautions should be seen within the limitations of the Public Inquiry. The Public 
Inquiry reporters stated at the Pre-Inquiry Aviemore meeting that they had no 
intention of questioning existing government policy, and allowed only very limited 
evidence to be lead on health. This reliance on the Health Protection Agency’s (HPA) 
advice and in turn on the World Health Organisation (WHO) - who actually 
recommend no and low cost precautions - has been conducted in the absence of any 
formal reviews of the last five year’s of scientific evidence by either body. The SG’s 
deference to the HPA’s denial of a proven link between HVOTLs and childhood 
leukaemia is nothing but a play on words. The epidemiological evidence for an 
association with childhood leukaemia has been internationally acknowledged since 
2004, with an IARC 2B classification of “possibly carcinogenic”. Absolute proof may 
be years away, but the epidemiological evidence shows the association to be 
statistically significant and not a chance association, and childhood leukaemia is just 
one of the conditions associated with HVOTLs. Although Mike Palmer refers to 
Scottish Ministers agreeing with the HPA’s denial of an association, it should also be 
pointed out that in 2007 Keith Brown’s motion (S3M – 00800) on this subject was 
supported by at least 2 MSPs who are currently ministers, yet since that date the 
evidence for an association with childhood leukaemia has not been refuted by a single 
study, but rather refined with the Yang study (2008) on genetic susceptibility. 
 
The ICNIRP guidelines which the SG defers to are currently under review by the 
European Commission on account of so many EU member states having adopted 
meaningful precautions (up to 250 times the UK’s guidelines) on the basis of recent 
scientific evidence.  
 
I will continue to refute such misinformation, and recommend that recent studies be 
reviewed by the SG, because the cost of getting this wrong will result in lives being 
ruined and lost. The scientific evidence is still not being addressed by the SG, or the 
review bodies behind which it is hiding. 
 
If the SG were to produce full scientific reviews of the critical studies published in the 
last five years, which comprehensively refuted the association between long term 
exposure to power line EMFs and increased rates in childhood and adult leukeamias, 
childhood  and adult brain cancers, Alzheimers disease etc, then, and only then will I 
willingly close PE812. Failing that, I believe the SG is failing in its duty to protect the 



public’s health from this serious threat about to be imposed by utility companies with 
their approval. 
 
If the Public Petitions Committee is unable to influence the SG at this late stage it 
would appear that PE812 has been an enormous waste of effort on the part of Stirling 
Before Pylons, key independent scientists and professionals and many supporting 
MSPs.  
 
Apparently there still remains the possibility of undergrounding in Stirling through 
the “Stirling Mitigation Scheme”, which I understand is to be presented by Scottish 
Power to the Minister in June following consultation with Stirling Council. Although 
the SG specified that any conditions would relate to visual mitigation only, Stirling 
Council clearly also shares our well founded concerns for public health. Stirling 
Council wants the entire Stirling section to be undergrounded and is calling for 
planning conditions to protect the health of its residents, with the precautionary 
principle being invoked in line with other European countries – see relevant sections 
below.  
 
Caroline Paterson 
Stirling Before Pylons 
April 19th 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Steering Group was established by Stirling Council at its meeting on 11 
March.   
 
The Council agreed:- 
 
1. to strongly condemn the decision to grant planning consent for 
 the Beauly to Denny Overhead Power Line without appropriate planning 
 conditions relevant to the Stirling Council area to protect visual 
 amenity, environment, heritage and health for Stirling residents; 
 
 2. to seek legal and technical opinion from Queen’s Counsel 
 regarding options available to Stirling Council to impose appropriate 
 and enforceable conditions using planning and environmental health 
 legislation; 
 
 3. that under grounding the power line was its preferred option for 
 parts of the development identified by stakeholders.  All operational 
 consents relating to construction access, traffic management, noise and 
 local landscaping to be deferred until this issue was resolved after 
 legal opinion was brought back to the Council; 
 
 4. to call on Scottish Government Ministers to invoke the 
 Precautionary Principle being adopted by several European countries and 



 declare a moratorium on the project until all health issues and under 
 grounding options had been properly investigated; 
 
 


