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Dear Mrs Tough 
 
Petition to investigate and establish the reasons for the apparently 
disproportionate number of Roman Catholics in Scottish prisons 
 
Thank you for inviting me to respond to the issues raised in the petition by 
Tom Minogue (PE01073). Prior to responding I have tried to ascertain 
whether there was any relevant research in this area that might inform 
consideration of the issue but have been unable to do so. This is not, as far as 
I am aware, an issue that has received academic or other scrutiny, possibly 
because publication of prisoners’ religion is a relatively recent development in 
Scotland. I would, however, concur with Ros Micklem from the Equality and 
Human Rights Commission that that a useful starting point would be an 
analysis along the lines of that previously undertake by Roger Houchin at 
Glasgow Caledonian University that examined imprisonment rates by levels of 
deprivation. This research mapped the prison population onto descriptions of 
local government wards in terms of the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation 
and found that the imprisoned population comes disproportionately from the 
most deprived communities. Including religion in such an analysis would 
enable an assessment of the relationship between deprivation, religion and 
imprisonment: that is, are Roman Catholics over-represented in prison 
because they are also over-presented in the most deprived communities or 
does the over-representation of Roman Catholics in prison reflect other, as 
yet unknown, factors? This would, of course, require further research and 
analysis to establish what these factors might be or, put another way, whether 
(and, if so, why) different religious groups are more likely to offend, be 
convicted and be imprisoned. Untangling these issues is a complex matter, as 
research into race and ethnicity in the criminal justice system in England and 
Wales has shown. 
 
I am sorry that I am unable to provide much illumination of this question but 
this is, as I have indicated, an area that has not, as far as I know, been the 
subject of research. I hope, nonetheless, that the information is of use to the 
Committee. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Gill McIvor 
Professor of Criminology 


