
PE1073/A 

Scottish Prison Service  
Headquarters 
5 Redheughs Rigg, 
Edinburgh EH12 9HW 
 

 

Fax: 
Direct Dial: 
 

0131 244 8648 
0131 244 8745 
 

 Corporate Services Directorate 
 Communications Branch 
Mr Fergus D Cochrane 
Clerk to the Committee 
Public Petitions Committee 
TG.01 
The Scottish Parliament 
EDINBURGH 
EH99 1SP        12 November 2007 
 
 
Dear Mr Cochrane 
 
With reference to Petition PE1073 from Mr Tom Minogue calling for the Scottish Parliament to 
investigate and establish the reasons for the apparently disproportionate number of Roman Catholics 
in Scottish prisons, this matter has been subject to fairly extensive correspondence between Mr 
Minogue, the Scottish Prison Service (SPS) and Scottish Ministers.  The SPS has also consulted with 
the representatives of the Scottish Catholics Bishops’ Conference on this matter. 
 
Scottish Ministers know the SPS are aware of any specific reasons to indicate whether or why there 
might be a higher proportion of Roman Catholic prisoners in our jails than that of any other 
Denomination.  We are unaware of anything that could explain such a disparity should it exist.  
Looking at the figures which were previously produced by Mr Minogue it would appear that the 
figure quoted by him for the estimated Catholic population in Scotland is the Scottish Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference figures which are based upon those individuals attending Mass and other such 
religious services in the course of the year. 
 
The number of people who declare themselves as Roman Catholic on reception in prison is likely to 
be considerably greater proportionally than the stated Catholic population by the Scottish Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference.  As I am sure you are aware the Scottish Government has undertaken a wide 
range of initiatives to address the issues of Sectarianism and discrimination in Scotland and we are all 
committed to help develop an equitable society of which we can all be proud.  
 
I trust this information is of assistance to you in your considerations. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
 
TOM FOX 
Head of Communications 
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