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PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION OF PE1381: 
QUESTIONS ARISING FROM COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

(See ‘Written submissions’ for responses) 
 
 
 
TUESDAY 20 September 2011— 
 
Scottish Government— 

 What is the intended time frame for carrying out the review of the 
Guidance on education of children absent from school through ill-
health?  

 

 How will the review be undertaken (for example, will there be a 
consultative, participative approach)?  

 

 What steps will the Scottish Government take, and when, to involve 
key stakeholders such as ourselves?  

 

 Should the Guidance be given a higher status for example Guidelines, 
to ensure a consistent approach by local authorities and if not, is the 
Scottish Government confident that the review of the Guidance will 
lead to such consistency?  

 

 Can the Scottish Government confirm that local authorities should 
ensure that every child in hospital receives education after five days of 
being in hospital if they are deemed well enough to receive it, and if so, 
will it write to all local authorities to encourage them to consider making 
wider use of “commissioning agreements” or similar, in order to 
minimise any undue delays?  
 

 What advice do local authorities generally make available to parents 
and children where a child is absent from school due to ill-health 
 

 

 In relation to children and young people who are absent from school 
through ill-health, how many references to Scottish Ministers under 
section 70 of the Education (Scotland) Act 1980 have there been in the 
last 5 years?  

 
Local Authorities (Highland, Glasgow, Fife, Shetland)— 

 What information / guidance or advice is made available to parents / 
schools with regard to the continued provision of education for children 
who are absent from school through long term ill-health? 

 
TUESDAY 22 FEBRUARY 2011— 
 
Scottish Government— 
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 What is your response to the points made by the petitioner in their latest 
submission (PE1381/C) with an emphasis on: 

o specific instances where the 2001 guidance is applied differently, 
e.g., in Yorkhill hospital; 

o local authority funding hospital teachers to teach only if the child 
has certain chronic conditions, whereas for other conditions the 
hospital has to seek the authority’s permission to teach hence 
causing delays. Does this not demonstrate a lack of consistency?    

o including newer legislation and Codes of Practice in the 2001 
Guidance 

 
COSLA— 

 Can you demonstrate whether all local authorities consistently comply with 
their duties to provide education to children in their areas who are absent 
from school due to illness (where education was provided at home or in 
hospital)?  

 
 
TUESDAY 25 JANUARY 2011— 
 
Scottish Government— 

 What is your response to the points raised in the petition and will you act 
upon the petitioners’ request? 

 Are there varying practices by education authorities to deliver education to 
sick children after five days or sooner when the length of their stay is 
known in advance to be likely to be longer than five days? Are you 
concerned about these variations and what measures/recommendations 
and with whom will you take to address these? 

 What are your answers to the seven questions asked by the petitioner 
(section 5 of the petition)? 

 
EIS—  

 What is your response to the petition and the points made? 


