
 1 

PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION OF PE1378: 
QUESTIONS ARISING FROM COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

(See ‘Written submissions’ for responses) 
 
 
TUESDAY 8 FEBRUARY 2011 
 
Scottish Government— 

 Why is the information on the number of ruptured silicone breast implants 
not held centrally? 

 Are local health boards recording this information? If so you will you 
collate it and publish it as a national figure? 

 Is it not fair to say that if local health boards are having to deal with the 
consequences of private operations going wrong then this is a cost to the 
tax payer and should be monitored? 

 Can we refer you to the comments made by Rhoda Grant during the 
discussion regarding ‘pathways’ and ensuring that patients with ruptured 
silicone implants get the rupture diagnosed and referred to a plastic 
surgeon as quickly as possible? 

 Can we also refer you to the points made by Rhoda Grant regarding 
people suffering from ruptured silicone implants having to pay for 
treatment to alleviate their suffering? 

 Can you provide the Committee of details of any advice issued by the 
World Health Organisation on the issue and demonstrate how it is 
followed in Scotland? 

 Can you provide the Committee with an update on the progress of the 
consultation on the law of prescription and limitation? 

 
 
TUESDAY 7 DECEMBER 2010 
 
Scottish Government— 

 Will you undertake a review of the evidence of what can happen when the 
silicone from a ruptured breast implant enters the blood stream? If not, 
why not? 

 Will you produce guidance for doctors highlighting that if a women who as 
a silicone breast implant comes to them presenting with certain 
symptoms, then they should be referred for checks on whether or not the 
implant has ruptured as a matter of urgency?  

 Will you produce and make easily available to women information on 
certain symptoms that they should seek medical attention on if they have 
a silicone breast implant to ensure that the implant has not ruptured? 

 Will you issue your own information booklet for women who are 
considering having implant surgery, in addition to that issued by the 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency? 

 The petitioner has stated that medical establishments recommend a MRI 
scan after 3 years to check whether or not the implant has ruptured. 
Would you consider recommending that a MRI scan be undertaken 
sooner than this? 
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 Would you be willing to review the three year time bar on medical injury in 
respect of ruptured silicone breast implants on the case made by the 
petitioner that the 3-year time bar is too short and that it takes much 
longer, and may even be impossible, for women to obtain visible or 
tangible proof? 

 What is the timescale for your proposed consultation on the Law 
Commission’s report on ‘Personal Injury Action: Limitation and Prescribed 
Cases’ 

 Will you raise the issue of banning silicone implants with the UK 
Government? 

 What statistics do you have regarding the number of ruptures of silicone 
breasts implants? 

 
Medical and Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency— 

 What are your views on the issues raised in the petition? 
 


