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PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION OF PE1369: 
QUESTIONS ARISING FROM COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

(See ‘Written submissions’ for responses) 
 
 
TUESDAY 20 SEPTEMBER 2011 
 
Scottish Government— 

 What are your views on the issues raised by the petitioner in their latest 
response (PE1369/G)? 

 Can you confirm when you will be publishing the consultation on 
regulations to make new duties under the new public sector equality 
duty as referred to in second last paragraph of your letter of 4 August 
2011? 

 
TUESDAY 22 FEBRUARY 2011 
 
Scottish Government— 
 

 How many local authorities, community planning partners or other 
organisations have used VOiCE, developed for the Scottish 
Government by SCDC, on consulting and engaging with young people 
since the system was introduced in 2008?  

 What information do you have on the use by local authorities of 
children’s rights impact assessments as developed by SCCYP? Is the 
use of such promoted or encouraged in any way? 

 Will you respond to the Committee’s letter of 12 January seeking a 
response to PE1369/B? [COSLA only] 

 
 
TUESDAY 11 JANUARY 2011— 
 
Scottish Government  

 What is your response to the first and third bullet questions posed by 
the petitioner in her 17 December letter (PE1369/B) 

 
COSLA— 
Scotland’s Commissioner for Children and Young People— 

 What is your response to the second (COSLA) and fourth (SCCYP) 
bullet point questions posed by the petitioner in her 17 December letter 
(PE1369/B). 

 
 
FRIDAY 29 OCTOBER 2010— 
 
Scottish Government— 

 Will you require local authorities, under the ‘Power to advance well-
being’ provisions (Part three) of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 
2003, to undertake impact assessments and specify how, when, with 
whom (and certainly community planning partners) and on what they 
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will consult when considering the provision of local leisure and cultural 
facilities and confirm that it will develop guidance to local authorities on 
this issue which would assist in achieving its National Outcome on 
young people as requested in the petition? 

 In the current climate with budget cuts and reductions in the provision 
of some local services what approach is it taking to really encourage 
local authorities to change the way they communicate and enter into 
dialogue with local people and agencies about the provision of local 
leisure and cultural facilities e.g. tap into the ideas which local people 
may have about how to maintain or enhance such services for less 
money? 

 Is there a risk of making financial cuts in the provision of local leisure 
and cultural facilities which simply then pass on a cost elsewhere e.g. 
anti-social behaviour, health as outlined by the petitioner? 

 What is your response to the point that ‘every £ invested in early years 
ultimately saved taxpayers up to £7’? 

 Can you demonstrate that local authorities are ‘thinking out the box’ 
about how to make savings?  

 Reference was made during the discussion to the consultation carried 
out by Highland Council on the provision of local sport and leisure 
facilities. Is that a good model? What could others learn from that?  

 What consideration and encouragement is it actively giving to fully 
utilise school facilities (e.g. gym halls) within local communities? 

 
COSLA— 
Scottish Sports Association— 

 In the current climate with budget cuts and reductions in the provision 
of some local services what approach is being taken to really 
encourage local authorities to change the way they communicate and 
enter into dialogue with local people and agencies about the provision 
of local leisure and cultural facilities e.g. tap into the ideas which local 
people may have about how to maintain or enhance such services for 
less money? 

 Is there a risk of making financial cuts in the provision of local leisure 
and cultural facilities which simply then pass on a cost elsewhere e.g. 
anti-social behaviour, health as outlined by the petitioner? 

 What is your response to the point that ‘every £ invested in early years 
ultimately saved taxpayers up to £7’? 

 Can you demonstrate that local authorities are ‘thinking out the box’ 
about how to make savings? 

 Reference was made during the discussion to the consultation carried 
out by Highland Council on the provision of local sport and leisure 
facilities. Is that a good model? What could others learn from that?  

 What consideration and encouragement is it actively giving to fully 
utilise school facilities (e.g. gym halls) within local communities? 
 


