
PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION OF PE1273 and 
PE1302 

QUESTIONS ARISING FROM COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
(See ‘Written submissions’ for responses) 

TUESDAY 20 SEPTEMBER 2011 

Transport Scotland— 
 

 What progress are you making in relation to your consideration 
of options to make Scottish regulations to alleviate the effect  
and impact of noise from railway operations as mentioned in 
your letter of 4 August 2011? 

 What information have you received from Scottish Power in 
relation to their undertaking to you to review the potential for 
stock piling coal to reduce the number of night time journeys? 

 Has DB Shenker, as the train operator, confirmed to you that 
they have undertaken the work they had committed to do in 
educating their drivers in techniques to minimise noise and 
vibration? 

 Has Network Rail or Clackmannanshire Council provided you 
with an update on the progress of the mitigation works?  Can 
you provide a timetable for the work being undertaken? 

 What are your views of the issues raised by the petitioner in 
PE1273/R in relation to noise levels? 

 
DB Schenker— 
Network Rail— 

 Can I refer you to the comments made during the discussion by 
John Wilson, in particular those in relation to the petitioners 
claims that coal trains are now running on Sundays. If this is the 
case then can you explain why the trains are still required to run 
throughout the night? 

TUESDAY 26 JANUARY 2011 

Transport Scotland— 
Network Rail— 
Clackmannanshire Council— 

 In light of the discussions held at the meeting on 26 January, in particular 
those around compensation and mitigation issues for those living along the 
line, could you provide the Committee with an update on progress and a 
timetable for taking the matters forward. 

 What discussions have you had with the UK Government regarding the 
overnight running of freight trains. (Transport Scotland only) 

 
Scottish Power— 

 Could I refer you to the points raised by John Wilson towards the end of the 
Committee’s consideration of these petitions with regards to the contract 



arrangements with Clydeport?  Specifically the Committee would be 
interested to hear if, when the contract is to be renewed this would provide 
an opportunity to consider alternative access routes? 

TUESDAY 29 JUNE 2010 

Minister for Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change 

 will the Minister, at the request of this Committee, organise a meeting of all 
the relevant parties (Network Rail, Officer of the Rail Regulator, freight 
operating companies, relevant councils and MSPs along the railway route, 
and petitioners) to find a way to minimise the disruption to residents 
adjacent to the railway and to update the Committee on the outcomes from 
this meeting and to clarify who is responsible for what and how this fact 
will be publicised. Part of this discussion should relate to using track 
friendly rolling stock. 

 is the reality of what is happening to residents along the railway route who 
are being adversely affected really within the spirit of commitments given 
in evidence, under oath, by various parties to the Stirling-Alloa-Kincardine 
Railway and Linked Improvements Bill Committee in relation to reducing 
the likelihood of such impacts (such as noise and vibration) happening in 
the first place but, when they do happen, actively mitigating them? 

TUESDAY 20 APRIL 2010— 

Scottish Government— 

 the responses the Committee has received seem to indicate that there is 
very little each organisation or body appears to be able to do on its own to 
solve the problem. Who is responsible? 

 will the Minister, at the request of this Committee, organise a meeting of all 
the relevant parties (Network Rail, Officer of the Rail Regulator, freight 
operating companies, relevant councils along the railway route, 
petitioners) to find a way to minimise the disruption to residents adjacent to 
the railway and to update the Committee on the outcomes from this 
meeting and to clarify who is responsible for what and how this fact will be 
publicised. 

 what is your response to the issues raised by the petitioner in PE1273/E  

 is the reality of what is happening to residents along the railway route who 
are being adversely affected really within the spirit of commitments given 
in evidence, under oath, by various parties to the Stirling-Alloa-Kincardine 
Railway and Linked Improvements Bill Committee in relation to reducing 
the likelihood of such impacts (such as noise and vibration) happening in 
the first place but, when they do happen, actively mitigating them? 

 Can we refer you to the letter by Michael Matheson of 6 April where he 
asks why DB Schenker is not using the TF25 Bogie which is considered to 
be more track friendly? The Committee would welcome a response to the 
specific points he make in relation to this type of bogie. Will you have this 
type of bogie fitted to all trains which operate on this railway? 

 
 



Network Rail— 
DB Schenker— 
Scottish Power— 

 Can we refer you to the comments made by John Wilson during the 
discussion of the petition where he asks for information on freight services 
on the line. Can you provide information to the Committee on the volume 
(in weight) of freight carried on the line from Ayr to Longannet power station 
in each of the last 10 years. 

 What information can you provide which would indicate the number of 
freight trains which have operated on the line from Ayr to Longannet in 
each of the last 10 years? The Committee is seeking to establish whether 
there has been any increase in both the number of freight trains operating 
and the tonnage they are carrying. This information should focus on trains 
operating between 11.00 pm and 7.00 am. 

 Put crudely, along this railway path are the trains which are now operating 
bigger, longer (in terms of the number of wagons), heavier, carrying more 
tonnage and slower now than say pre-SAK stretch reopeningy? Also, is the 
noise and vibration emitted higher and greater now than it was previously 

 Can we refer you to the letter by Michael Matheson of 6 April where he 
asks why DB Schenker is not using the TF25 Bogie which is considered to 
be more track friendly? The Committee would welcome a response to the 
specific points he make in relation to this type of bogie. Will you have this 
type of bogie fitted to all trains which operate on this railway? 

 

 

 

 


