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Dear Alison 
 
CONSIDERATION OF PETITION PE812 
 
Thank you for your letter of 04 April 2011 about the above petition by Caroline Paterson on 
behalf of ‘Stirling before Pylons’, in which it confirmed the committee had agreed that this 
petition be included in its legacy paper to be considered by the successor committee. 
 
Based on the evidence presented at the Inquiry, the Technical Assessor considered that the 
case was not strong enough to propose precautionary measures and that the proposal 
complies with existing Government guidelines on electromagnetic fields (EMF).  Scottish 
Ministers agreed with this position.  Accordingly, no mitigation measures have been imposed 
in the Beauly Denny consent on health grounds. 
 
It may also be helpful for you to know that, the Scottish Government last year considered the 
advice from the UK’s Stakeholder Advisory Group on extremely low frequency 
electromagnetic fields (ELF EMFs), known as SAGE, and published its response in 
November 2010. 
 
The UK Government noted that SAGE’s cost benefit analysis does not support the option of 
creating corridors around power lines on health grounds.  This approach is in keeping with 
the advice of the UK Health Protection Agency, that the EMF association with childhood 
leukaemia is weak and unproven, and with the recommendation of the World Health 
Organization on ways to explore low cost alternatives of reducing exposure to ELF EMF. 
 
I hope that this addresses the concerns raised to the Committee’s satisfaction. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Donald Henderson 
 
DONALD HENDERSON 
Deputy Director, Public Health Division 


