
 

 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 

Petition Number: PE 1060 

Main Petitioner: Mary Roy 

Subject: Future support of and funding for In Care Survivors Service 

Scotland 

Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to (a) 
recognise the ongoing needs of survivors of abuse in care (b) recognise the 
need for a specialised service as "in care" abuse issues are different and (c) 
therefore continue funding In Care Survivors Service Scotland for a further 
period 

 

Background 

In 2008, the Scottish Government established the In Care Survivors Scotland 
support service as part of its response to Tom Shaw’s report of historical 
abuse.  The service is provided by a partnership led by ‘Open Secret’, with 
funding of £750k over three years.  This co-incides with the spending review 
timeframe.  A new spending review is expected to be published in the 
Autumn.   
 
The website for In Care Survivors states that the project has been unable to 
find non-government sources of funding.   

The project provides support to adult survivors of neglect, physical abuse, 
sexual abuse and emotional abuse.  It provides: 

 Specialist development workers 

 Confidential help line 

 A web site and leaflet campaign and,  

 Assistance with applying to the Criminal Injuries Compensation 

Scheme. 

The main partners are Open Secret, Kingdom Abuse Survivors Project, Moira 
Anderson Foundation and Break the Silence.   
 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2008/11/25100439
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2007/11/20104729/0
http://www.opensecret.org/
http://www.incaresurvivors.org.uk/
http://www.kasp.org.uk/
http://www.sandra-brown.co.uk/index.html
http://www.sandra-brown.co.uk/index.html
http://www.breakthesilence.org.uk/
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Scottish Government Action 

In 2004, the then Scottish Executive issued an apology to adult survivors of in 
care abuse.  A National Strategy was published in 2005 and Tom Shaw 
undertook the above mentioned review which was published in 2007.  Further 
information on government action in this area is available at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Young-People/children-
families/historicalabuse  
One of the Shaw Review recommendations was that the Government 
establish a centre whose role would include supporting former residents in 
accessing advocacy, mediation and counselling services.  
 
In 2009 the Government established a pilot ‘confidential committee’ to hear 
concerns of past residents of Quarriers.  The Government now intends to 
establish a national confidential forum for all survivors of abuse in care.  The 
full report is available at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/03/07122331/0  
 
In relation to sexual abuse, the government has a strategy for Adult Survivors 
of Sexual Abuse (2007), through which it funds a range of organisations.  
Details on http://www.survivorscotland.org.uk/  Future priorities are: male 
survivors, abuse in prison and survivors living in rural areas.   

Scottish Parliament Action 

A cross party group in 2001 led to the establishment of the National Strategy 
in 2005 and a petition in 2002 (PE 535) led to the establishment of the Shaw 
Review which reported in 2007 and led to the establishment of the support 
service. 
 
Camilla Kidner 
Senior Researcher 
26 July 2011 

SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings 
with petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments 
on any petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk 

Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is 
correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these 
briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent 
changes. 
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