
 
Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 

 

Petition Number: PE1394 

 
Main Petitioner: Huw Francis 
 
Subject: Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government 
to reintroduce a direct ferry service between Lochboisdale and Mallaig 

 
Background 

 
Mallaig is a port in Lochaber, on the west coast of Scotland.  It serves as the 
mainland departure point for Caledonian MacBrayne (CalMac) ferries serving 
Armadale (Skye) and the islands of Eigg, Muck, Rum and Canna.  Bruce Watt 
Cruises operate a ferry service on behalf of Highland Council which links 
Mallaig with Inverie and Tarbet. 
 
Lochboisdale is the main settlement on South Uist (Outer Hebrides) and a 
port served by CalMac ferries from Oban and Castlebay on the island of 
Barra.   
 
The current summer timetable for the Oban-Castlebay/Lochboisdale ferry 
service is: 
OBA 

 Oban C’bay C’bay L’dale L’dale C’bay C’bay Oban 

Mon - - - - 0730 0900 0920 1410 

Tue 1340 - - 1850 1900 2040 - - 

Wed - - 0700 0840 0855 - - 1405 
Thu 1540 - - 2050 2100 2240 - - 

Fri - - 0700 0840 0855 - - 1405 
Sat 0830 - - 1340 1405 - - 1915 

Sun 1540 2030 2050 2200 - - - - 

 
The current journey time between Oban and Lochboisdale is approximately 
five hours and ten minutes.  This extends to six hours forty minutes for a 
journey via Castlebay.  The Scottish Government stated in answer to a 
Parliamentary Question (S3W-06719)  that a direct crossing from Mallaig to 
Lochboisdale would take three hours and twenty minutes. 
 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar (Western Islands Council) and local community 
company Storas Uibhist, the petitioners, have been actively involved in the 
possible development of a direct Mallaig-Lochboisdale ferry service since 
2006.  An outline of action taken, including engagement with the Scottish 
Government, can be found in a report prepared by Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
officers for its Transportation Committee in October 2009. 
 

http://www.cne-siar.gov.uk/committees/transportation/agendas/october2009/MGR41105.pdf
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Scottish Government Action 
 
The Scottish Government was in discussion with Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
and Storas Uibhist between October 2006 and December 2008 regarding the 
establishment of a Mallaig-Lochboisdale ferry service.  These discussions 
ended when the Scottish Government rolled consideration of the proposed 
route into the Scottish Ferries Review, as explained in Parliamentary Question 
S3W-22100: 
 

“The Scottish Government’s consideration of a standalone ferry service  
between Lochboisdale and Mallaig concluded on 5 December 2008  
when officials wrote to Storas Uibhist to advise that we would consider 
the matter in the context of the Scottish Ferries Review.” 

 
The Scottish Ferries Review is a major Scottish Government review of the 
funding, procurement and provision of all domestic ferry services (including 
privately operated services) in Scotland.  The review was formally launched in 
August 2008.  The Review is still ongoing and will culminate with the 
publication of a long term plan for ferry service provision until 2022.  The 
Scottish Government is committed to publication of a draft ferries plan later in 
2011.  In an answer to PQ S3W-06718 published on 3 December 2007 on the 
benefits of a Mallaig-Lochboisdale ferry service, the then Minister for 
Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change stated: 
 

“The STAG appraisal undertaken in 2005 sought to establish the 
benefits of introducing a direct service between Mallaig to Lochboisdale 
that did not impact on other services on the network.  
 
The appraisal concluded that there were potential positive benefits to 
both the Western Isles and Mallaig. However the appraisal noted that a 
large proportion of the increase in economic activities in South Uist and 
Mallaig would be the result of displacement from communities served 
by existing ferry services. The appraisal also concluded that while there 
would be some demand for such a service the vast majority of demand 
would be displaced from existing services with little net increase in the 
number of trips. 
 
The main benefit to the community in Lochboisdale of a direct 
Lochboisdale to Mallaig ferry service would be a shorter crossing time.” 

 
Scottish Parliament Action 
 
The Scottish Parliament has never directly considered the establishment of a 
Mallaig-Lochboisdale ferry service.  However, the Session 3 Transport, 
Infrastructure and Climate Change (TICC) Committee did hear calls for the 
establishment of such a service during its inquiry into Ferry Services in 
Scotland, the report of which was published in June 2008.  The TICC 
Committee did not form a view on the establishment of any new ferry routes, 
considering that this was best dealt with by the Scottish Government as part 
of the Scottish Ferries Review. 
 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Transport/ferries-ports-canals/14342/Review
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2008/08/29092857
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/ticc/reports-08/trr08-04.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/ticc/reports-08/trr08-04.htm
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Key Organisations 
 
Scottish Government/Transport Scotland: Responsible for the Clyde and 
Hebrides and Northern Isles ferry service contracts, owner of ferry service 
companies CalMac Ferries and Northlink (through David Macbrayne) and 
Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd (which owns the vessels and many ports 
used by CalMac ferries), currently undertaking the Scottish Ferries Review. 
 
Alan Rehfisch 
Senior Researcher 
August 2011 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPICe researchers are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings with 
petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments on 
any petitions briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk 
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petitions briefings is 
correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these 
briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent 
changes. 
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