
 

 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 

Petition Number: PE1389 

Main Petitioner: Dave Macbeth 

Subject: Future of coastguard stations in Scotland 

Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to make 
representations to the UK Government about the future of all coastguard 
stations in Scotland given the adverse impact which the closure of any station 
would have on the safety of the marine environment and capabilities of local 
agencies to respond to all incidents. 

Background 

HM Coastguard is part of the Maritime and Coastguard Agency, an executive 
agency of the UK Department for Transport.  All legislation relating to HM 
Coastguard and its work is reserved. 

The UK Government launched a consultation entitled Protecting our Seas and 
Shores in the twenty first

 

Century: Consultation on proposals for modernising 
the Coastguard 2010 on 16 December 2010.  The consultation closed on 5 
May 2011.  The House of Common’s Transport Select Committee took 
evidence on the proposed changes to the Coastguard service from 
Coastguard unions, local authorities and representatives of the oil and gas 
industries in Stornoway on 19 May 2011. 

At present there are 18 Coastguard Maritime Rescue Co-ordination Centres in 
the UK and a small Centre in London to cover the tidal Thames river area.  
There are five Centres located in Scotland; Shetland, Stornoway, Aberdeen, 
Clyde and Forth.  All Centres (with the exception of London) operate on a 24 
hour basis with a team of between three and eight (but typically four) 
watchkeepers working 12 hour shifts under a watch manager. 

The UK Government’s preferred option for the reshaping of the Coastguard 
network would see the establishment of two Maritime Operations Centres 
handling emergency messages 24 hours a day, supported by a number of 
sub-centres operating at times of peak demand. 

The UK Government proposes that the two Maritime Operations Centres be 
located in Aberdeen and the Portsmouth/Southampton area.  One of the sub-
centres would be located in either Stornoway or Shetland.  There would be 64 
staff based in Aberdeen and 10 at the sub-centre. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1389.htm
http://www.mcga.gov.uk/c4mca/consultation_on_the_proposals_for_modernising_the_coastguard.pdf
http://www.mcga.gov.uk/c4mca/consultation_on_the_proposals_for_modernising_the_coastguard.pdf
http://www.mcga.gov.uk/c4mca/consultation_on_the_proposals_for_modernising_the_coastguard.pdf
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The management of the Coastguard Rescue Service, which is provided 
across the UK by 3500 volunteers and managed by 64 full time Coastguard 
sector officers, is also subject to proposals for change with an expanded 
management team and revised operational structure. 

BBC News reported on 19 May 2011 that the UK Government intended to 
scale back the closure of Coastguard stations.  However, no official 
confirmation of this was available at the time of publication. 

Scottish Government Action 

As described below, the Scottish Government has made representations to 
the UK Government at the highest level regarding its consultation on the 
proposed restructuring of the Coastguard service. 

An amendment to the Scotland Bill, currently being considered by the UK 
Parliament, proposed by Angus MacNeil MP (SNP) which would have 
transferred funding and operation of the Coastguard covering Scottish waters 
to the Scottish Government, was defeated by 480 votes to 9 following a 
debate in House of Commons (sitting as a Committee) on 15 March 2011. 

Scottish Parliament Action 

The former Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change Committee took 
evidence on the Scottish Government’s views on the proposed changes to 
Coastguard services from Keith Brown MSP, Minister for Transport and 
Infrastructure, at its meeting of 22 February 2011.  The Minister made it clear 
that the Scottish Government did not support the UK Government proposals 
and that the First Minister had raised this issue during a meeting with the 
Prime Minister on 14 February 2011. 

A members’ business debate, in the name of Alasdair Allan MSP, on 
“Coastguard centre cuts” was held on 27 January 2011. 

 

Alan Rehfisch 
Senior Researcher 
17 May 2011 

SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition 
briefings with petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have 
any comments on any petition briefing you can email us at 
spice@scottish.parliament.uk 

Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition 
briefings is correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware 
however that these briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise 
amended to reflect subsequent changes. 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-13453983
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/debtext/110315-0002.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/ticc/or-11/tr11-0402.htm#Col3782
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/apps2/business/orsearch/ReportView.aspx?r=6042&mode=html
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