
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 

Petition Number: PE1367 

Main Petitioners: Andrew Deans MSYP on behalf of the Scottish Youth 
Parliament 

Subject: Ban Mosquito Devices Now 

Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to ban the use of 
„Mosquito‟ and other such devices which emit a loud, unpleasant, high-pitched 
noise designed to be heard only by those under 25 

Background 

The website of Compound Security Systems, the manufacturer of the 
Mosquito device, describes it as follows: 

“The Mosquito™ Anti-Vandal System is the solution to the eternal 
problem of unwanted gatherings of youths and teenagers in shopping 
malls, around shops and anywhere else they are causing problems.  The 
presence of these teenagers discourages genuine shoppers and 
customers‟ from coming into your shop, affecting your turnover and 
profits.  Anti social behavior has become the biggest threat to private 
property over the last decade and there has been no effective deterrent 
until now.” 

It is an electronic device capable of emitting a high frequency sound which 
can generally be heard only by young people (typically those below 25 years 
of age) as the ability to hear high frequencies deteriorates with age.  Further 
information about the device is provided on the manufacturer‟s website, under 
the heading of „Frequently Asked Questions‟. 

The Scottish Youth Parliament (SYP) has been involved in moves to ban the 
use of the Mosquito and similar devices for a number of years.  For example, 
its website states (under the heading of „SYP adds voice to ban on Teen 
Tormenters‟) that: 

“SYP Chair John Loughton has today joined forces with Scotland‟s 
Commissioner for Children and Young People and Children in Scotland 
in calling for a ban on the use of the Mosquito, billed as a „repellent‟ to 
children and young people. 

John, who recently emerged victorious from the Big Brother house after 
seeking to improve the perception of young people in society, said: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1367.htm
http://www.compoundsecurity.co.uk/about-us
http://www.compoundsecurity.co.uk/security-equipment/mosquito-device
http://www.compoundsecurity.co.uk/security-information/frequently-asked-questions
http://www.syp.org.uk/mosquito.htm
http://www.syp.org.uk/mosquito.htm
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„If ever there was a device which highlighted the terrible way in 
which young people are treated in society then this is it.  Since 
when did standing in an area become a crime?  The nature of this 
device means that it plays on a stereotype and generalizes about a 
whole age group - the device is draconian, indiscriminate and even 
the name suggests comparing young people with insects.  The 
sooner people start to treat young people as citizens of this country 
with the same rights as older people, the sooner young people will 
start to believe it.‟ 

A „Buzz Off!‟ campaign to ban the device was launched today by the 
Children‟s Commissioner for England (…)”. 

The website of the Children‟s Commissioner for England provides further 
information on the campaign under the heading of „3,500 ultra-sonic dispersal 
devises told to Buzz Off‟ (12 February 2008).  More recent information on the 
commissioner‟s website includes a report on moves at a European level to 
ban the use of the Mosquito and similar devices – „Move to ban anti-child 
devices welcomed by children and youth experts‟ (25 June 2010). 

Scottish Government Action 

In April 2010, the Justice Secretary answered parliamentary question S3W-
32498 on the use of the Mosquito device: 

“Margaret Smith (Edinburgh West) (LD) (Date Lodged Thursday, March 
18, 2010): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it supports the use of 
Mosquito ultrasonic youth deterrents. 

Answered by Kenny MacAskill (Thursday, April 01, 2010): We are 
determined to create a balance between supporting the positive 
behaviour of the majority of young people, while tackling antisocial 
behaviour (ASB) among the minority.  Local agencies are best placed to 
decide the detailed strategy and range of measures which can best 
tackle ASB locally and we know some councils and police forces in 
Scotland have already come out against use of this device in their areas. 

For our part, we must respond to concerns about the welfare of all 
members of our communities, including those raised directly with us 
about these devices.  Indeed, what we need to ensure is that that these 
devices don‟t create a bigger problem than those they are supposed to 
resolve. 

We are therefore looking at the real impact these devices can have on 
all members of our communities „young and old‟ and whether we might 
need to consider taking further action in light of our concerns about the 
way they indiscriminately target young people.  In all of this, our 
objective must be to create safe, strong communities for all.” 

Frazer McCallum 
Senior Researcher 
19 October 2010 

http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/content/press_release/content_335
http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/content/press_release/content_335
http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/content/press_release/content_376
http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/content/press_release/content_376
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/default.aspx?pq=S3W-32498
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/default.aspx?pq=S3W-32498
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SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings 
with petitioners or other members of the public.  However if you have any comments 
on any petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk. 

Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is 
correct at the time of publication.  Readers should be aware however that these 
briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent 
changes. 
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