
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 

Petition Number: PE1333

Main Petitioner: Shamus McPhee, on behalf of the Scottish Gypsy Traveller 
Law Reform Coalition  

Subject: Disadvantaged Scottish Gypsy Travellers 

Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to investigate the 
inequalities and discrimination faced by Scottish Gypsy Travellers and other 
members of the settled community residing in mobile homes in terms of 
assessing council tax liability and water and water and sewerage charges   

 

Background 

The petition refers to the fact that mobile homes are assessed for council tax but 
are classed as dwellings in relation to below tolerable standard housing. Section 
72 of the Local Government (Scotland) Finance Act 1992 provides that council 
tax will be chargeable on all dwellings that are not exempt dwellings. It defines 
dwellings and exempt dwellings. Under the definition, caravans are defined as 
dwellings but caravans that are not a person’s sole or main residence are not.   

Provisions relating to the Tolerable Standard are set out in s85-107 of the 
Housing (Scotland) Act 1987 (“the 1987 Act”). The tolerable standard is a 
"condemnatory" standard; a house that falls below it is not acceptable as living 
accommodation. Local authorities have a statutory duty and specific powers to 
deal with houses that fall below the tolerable standard (" BTS").Mobile homes 
are not covered by this part of the legislation.  

Scottish Government Action  

The Scottish Government issued a race equality statement in 20081. The 
statement made it clear that Gypsies/Travellers are a particularly discriminated 
against and marginalised group.  

The statement also made it clear that race legislation is a reserved matter. 
However, “the Scottish Government continues to recognise Gypsies/Travellers 
as an ethnic group for its work and encourages others to do likewise”. 

                                                 
1 http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Equality/18934/RaceEqualityStatement

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1333.htm
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Equality/18934/RaceEqualityStatement


A Gypsy/Traveller Strategic Group was established by the Government from 
October 2005 to January 2006 and the work of this group fed into the race 
equality statement. 

In June 2005 the Scottish Executive announced a new three year site 
development grant. £1m was made available in each of the 3 financial years 
2005-06 to 2007-08. Local authorities were invited to bid for grant for both 
improvements to existing local authority sites and for new residential or transit 
sites. In all, 22 local authorities applied for Site grant and 18 bids were 
approved. No applications were received to build new sites and, therefore, all 
funding was awarded for the upgrading of existing sites. 

Public Body Duty  

Scottish (devolved) public bodies have a statutory duty to promote race equality. 
Key public bodies, including the Scottish Government, local authorities and the 
police, are also required to publish a Race Equality Scheme. Race Equality 
Schemes must set out, among other things, their arrangements around 
consultation, impact assessment, ethnic monitoring and training staff in 
connection with the statutory duties. 

Scottish Parliament Action  

The Equal Opportunities Committee has carried out inquiries into Gypsy 
Travellers including a wide ranging inquiry in 2000/01 and a review of progress 
in 2005. The resulting report did not specifically consider the issue of council tax 
and assistance under housing legislation.  

 
Kate Berry  

Senior Research Specialist  

27 May 2010 

 
SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings with 
petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments on any 
petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is 
correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these briefings 
are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent changes. 
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