
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 

Petition Number: PE1325

Main Petitioner: Paddy Scott Hogg 

Subject: Erection of statue of Thomas Muir:  

Calls on the Parliament to support the erection of a statue of Thomas Muir in 
the vicinity of the Parliament building or at an appropriate place on the Royal 
Mile. 

Background 

Thomas Muir of Huntershill (1765-1799) was a Glasgow advocate who 
campaigned for universal suffrage and Parliamentary reform. During the years 
when Britain was fighting Revolutionary France (1793-1815) agitation for 
constitutional change was considered treasonable by many. Muir and the four 
other ‘Political Martyrs’: Thomas Fyshe Palmer, William Skirving, Maurice 
Margarot and Joseph Gerrald, were, therefore, charged with sedition and 
transported to Botany Bay for fourteen years. 

A monument to these Political Martyrs, in the form of an obelisk designed by 
Thomas Hamilton, already exists in the Old Calton Burying Ground.  

The foundation stone of the 90 foot high monument was laid in 1844 and the 
monument was completed in 1845. 

  

The base of Political Martyrs 
monument (Edinburgh Survey of 
Gardens and Designed 
Landscapes: 181 Old Calton 
Burying Ground) 

 
The obelisk bears a sentence from a speech made by Muir in the Court of 
Judiciary on 30 August 1793: ‘I have devoted myself to the cause of The 
People. It is a good cause - it shall ultimately prevail - it shall finally triumph’ 

There is a permanent exhibition to Thomas Muir in Bishopbriggs library, which 
includes a specially commissioned bust by Alexander Stoddart which was 
unveiled in 2004. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1325.htm


In 2008 the Museum of Australian Democracy in Sydney commissioned a 
copy of the bust.  

Scottish Parliament Action 

S3M-05870 Jamie Hepburn (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): 
Remembering Thomas Muir of Huntershill. This motion, which was lodged on 
2 March 2010, notes the petition, believing that a statue might be an 
appropriate way to commemorate Muir. The motion has received cross party 
support from 16 MSPs (as at 22 March). 

Local Authority 

The erection of a statue would require, at least, planning permission from the 
City of Edinburgh Council. 

Statues on the Royal Mile 

Recent additions to the statues on the Royal Mile have been funded by private 
subscription. These include: David Hume by Alexander Stoddart, 
commissioned (i.e. paid for) by the Saltire Society (1997); Robert Ferguson by 
Robert Annand commissioned by the Friends of Robert Ferguson, after an 
initial donation from Lord Provost Eric Milligan (2002); and Adam Smith by 
Alexander Stoddart, commissioned by the Adam Smith Institute (2008). 
 
Francesca McGrath 
Senior Research Specialist 
22 March 2010 
 
SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings 
with petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments 
on any petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk

Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is 
correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these 
briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent 
changes. 
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