
 
Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 

 
Petition Number: PE1322
 
Main Petitioner: Jacqueline Campbell 
  
Subject: Support for the Dance School of Scotland
 
Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to demonstrate how 
it will ensure the viability and future of dance teaching and coaching in schools 
and colleges across Scotland and through a national centre of excellence. 

The Dance School of Scotland 
 
There are six National Centres of Excellence in Scotland which provide 
specialist tuition in sport, music, dance and languages, aimed at secondary 
age pupils. The Dance School of Scotland is the National Centre of 
Excellence for Dance. The Dance School was established over 26 years ago 
and is situated within Knightswood Secondary School in Glasgow. 
 
The Dance School of Scotland provides expert dance and musical theatre 
training for especially talented pupils from all over Scotland. Pupils are 
admitted to the dance school by audition, and usually commence their dance 
training from S1 (the beginning of secondary school) or musical theatre 
training from S3, whilst continuing their academic studies at Knightswood 
Secondary School.  

Future Residential Arrangements for the Dance School of Scotland 
 
As the Dance School is a national centre of excellence, its catchment area 
covers the whole of Scotland and, currently, approximately two thirds of its 
pupils are provided with residential accommodation (55 dance students and 
25 musical theatre students) as distance to travel makes it impossible for 
many of the pupils to attend on a daily basis. 
 
Currently, residence for these pupils is based at Dalrymple Hall which has 
been leased by Glasgow City Council (the Council) from the University of 
Glasgow for the past six years. The University is now considering selling 
Dalrymple Hall and, as a result, lease agreements between the Council and 
the University have become short term.  
 
The current lease for Dalrymple Hall is due to expire on 31 July 2010 and, 
although the University has indicated it would be willing to discuss a one year 
lease extension, the Council is currently reviewing the Dance School’s future 
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residential arrangements as it does not feel that these short term 
arrangements are suitable for operational planning purposes.  
 
This review has raised concerns amongst parents of pupils at the school that 
if in future residential accommodation is no longer provided, or is restricted, 
the School will no longer be able to operate as a National Centre of 
Excellence. 

  Glasgow City Council Consultation 
 
Glasgow City Council produced a report on future residential arrangements for 
the dance school which was submitted to, and approved by, the Council's 
Education, Children and Families Policy Development Committee at its 
meeting on 26 November 2009.  
 
The report outlined the various residential options it had considered: 
 

• A new build facility within the grounds of Knightswood Secondary 
School – This was costed by council officials at between £5 and £7 
million 

• The purchase of other existing vacant residential/hotel accommodation 
– however no suitable existing vacant residential property has been 
identified 

• The purchase of Dalrymple Hall from the University.  However, the Hall 
is in a conservation area and requires a significant amount of 
upgrading. Council officials suggested that further planning and 
financial issues may arise if this route was taken 

• A new build facility on a vacant council-owned site 
• Leasing other properties from the University/other parties. Council 

officials determined that this option would be unsatisfactory on the 
basis that sections of the accommodation would have to be shared with 
university students which would be unacceptable in terms of duty of 
care to young people. 

 
The report concluded that constructing a new facility would not represent 
value for money and that an alternative strategy is needed.  The Committee 
therefore agreed to council officials undertaking consultation with stakeholders 
on the future provision of residential accommodation for the Dance School. 
This consultation process closed on 26 February 2010. 
 
Following this consultation process, council officials will submit a report to the 
Children and Families Policy Development Committee of the Council by 
Spring 2010 and the Council will then make an announcement on the future 
use of the Hall as residential accommodation.   

Scottish Government Funding 
 
The running costs for the Dance School of Scotland, along with other National 
Centres of Excellence, have always been partly funded by the Scottish 
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Government, with local authorities also contributing. Funding for the Dance 
School and its residential arrangements was ring-fenced by the Scottish 
Government until 2007-08 at approximately £1.2 million per annum.  This was 
provided to Glasgow City Council as the host local authority. Since 2008-09, 
under the concordat agreement with COSLA, the funding for the Dance 
School was rolled up into the local Government settlement for Glasgow City 
Council for 2008-11.  
 
Under the concordat arrangements, if the operation of any of the National 
Centres of Excellence was considered to be under threat, the Scottish 
Government would need to reach a resolution with COSLA. According to 
Parliamentary Question S3W-29221, at 1 December 2009, the Scottish 
Government had not been contacted by Glasgow City Council on this issue. 
 

Scottish Parliament Action 

S3W-29222 - Bill Butler (Glasgow Anniesland) (Lab) (Date Lodged Friday, 
November 20, 2009): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it intends to 
meet Glasgow City Council to discuss support for the Dance School of 
Scotland in 2010-11. 

Answered by Fiona Hyslop (Tuesday, December 01, 2009): I refer the 
member to the answer to question S3W-29221 on 1 December 2009 All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament's 
website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps/Business/PQA/Default.aspx. 

S3W-29221 - Bill Butler (Glasgow Anniesland) (Lab) (Date Lodged Friday, 
November 20, 2009): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it has been 
contacted by Glasgow City Council in relation to support for the Dance School 
of Scotland in 2010-11. 

Answered by Fiona Hyslop (Tuesday, December 01, 2009): The 
Scottish Government has had no such contact. Government funding for the 
dance school was rolled into the local government settlement for 2008-11. 

S3W-29220 - Bill Butler (Glasgow Anniesland) (Lab) (Date Lodged Friday, 
November 20, 2009): To ask the Scottish Executive how much it has 
provided to Glasgow City Council to fund the Dance School of Scotland in 
each of the last five years. 

Answered by Michael Russell (Monday, December 07, 2009): The 
Scottish Government has provided Glasgow City Council with the following 
funding for the Dance School of Scotland at Knightswood Secondary School 
in Glasgow:

2005-06 £1,187,500 
2006-07 £1,216,700 
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2007-08 £1,249,600 
2008-09 * 
2009-10 * 
 
Note: *Under the concordat agreement with COSLA, funding for the school 
was rolled up into a local government settlement for Glasgow City Council, 
which provided record levels of funding for the years 2008-11. 

S3W-29219 - Bill Butler (Glasgow Anniesland) (Lab) (Date Lodged Friday, 
November 20, 2009): To ask the Scottish Executive what provision it made in 
its single outcome agreement with Glasgow City Council to fund the Dance 
School of Scotland. 

Answered by Michael Russell (Monday, December 07, 2009): Single 
outcome agreements reflect the priorities and agreed outcomes for each 
council and include relevant supporting indicators and targets. They are not 
funding agreements. 

S3M-05241 Robert Brown (Glasgow) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): 
Dance School of Scotland— That the Parliament is greatly concerned at the 
proposal to close Dalrymple Hall, the residential accommodation of the 
Glasgow-based Dance School of Scotland, the country’s only fully funded 
centre of excellence for vocational dance and musical theatre, threatening 
both the viability of the school and the futures of up to 90 promising dancers 
and performers a year in Scotland who, without accommodation, would be 
unable to attend the school; calls on the Scottish Government and Glasgow 
City Council to work together with the University of Glasgow to ensure that the 
future of this valuable asset to Scotland is secured, and believes that, in the 
year of Homecoming, which aims to celebrate the rich culture and heritage of 
Scotland, everything possible should be done to maintain the school’s 
national and international reputation.  
 
Lodged on Thursday, November 19, 2009; Not Current as of Friday, January 
22, 2010 
 
Fiona Mullen 
Senior Research Specialist 
22 March 2010 
 
 
SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings 
with petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments 
on any petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is 
correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these 
briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent 
changes. 
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