
 
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 
 
Petition Number: PE1115
 
Main Petitioner: Pat Graham on behalf of the Campaign to Open 
Blackford Railway-station Again (COBRA) 
 
Subject: Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to 
ensure that national and regional transport strategies consider and focus on 
public transport solutions such as the reopening of Blackford railway station 
 
Background 
 
Blackford railway station was located between the stations at Dunblane and 
Gleneagles on the line which runs between Perth and Stirling.  The original 
station site, which is located in the centre of Blackford village, still exists and it 
appears that it may be possible to construct a modern station on that site.  
The site of Blackford station is located less than four miles from Gleneagles 
station. 
 
The Tayside and Central Scotland Transport Partnership (TACTRAN) offered 
some support to the idea of re-opening Blackford station through Action F4.2 
of the draft Regional Transport Strategy, which states: 
 

“Support and promote rail infrastructure enhancements proposed under 
TERS (Tay Estuary Rail Study) including a new Dundee West Station 
and station enhancements at Montrose, Arbroath, Carnoustie, Broughty 
Ferry, Dundee and Perth, and possible new stations at locations such 
as Blackford and Greenloaning.” 

 
In addition, Sustainable Economic Proposal 3 of the current Perth and Kinross 
Structure Plan, which came into effect during June 2003, states: 
 

“The Council will investigate the potential for reopening Blackford 
station for passenger and freight use with the appropriate bodies 
including the Strategic Rail Authority, Network Rail and the train 
operators.” 

 
The Strategic Rail Authority has been abolished and its role, in Scotland, is 
now carried out by Transport Scotland on behalf of Scottish Ministers. 
 
Scottish Government Action 
 
Scotland’s Railways, published during December 2006 as an accompanying 
document to the National Transport Strategy, sets out the Scottish 
Government’s vision for the development of the rail network over the next 20 
years.  It does not specifically mention Blackford station.  However, it does set 
out the Government’s vision for the development of the railway line through 
Blackford, which includes: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1115.htm
http://www.tactran.gov.uk/documents/5.FinalStrategy_310507.pdf
http://www.angus.gov.uk/ac/documents/TERSOverview-v6.pdf
http://www.pkc.gov.uk/NR/rdonlyres/89A3E323-1169-49C6-B530-102C66067200/0/WrittenState.pdf
http://www.pkc.gov.uk/NR/rdonlyres/89A3E323-1169-49C6-B530-102C66067200/0/WrittenState.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2006/12/04104648/0


 
 

 
 
• Reduce journey times from Inverness, Aberdeen, Dundee and Perth to 

Glasgow and Edinburgh through revised stopping patterns 
• Introduce an hourly commuter service between Perth and Edinburgh 
• Introduce a faster hourly service between Glasgow/Edinburgh and 

Inverness 
 
The infrastructure developments required to implement these proposals are 
set out in Network Rail’s Route Utilisation Strategy for Scotland, which does 
not mention the re-opening of a station at Blackford. 
 
More recently, Scottish Ministers set out their medium-term aspirations for the 
development of the Scottish rail network in the High Level Output 
Specification (HLOS), which was published on 13 July 2007.   This is a fairly 
high level strategy document and does not specifically mention any station 
(re)openings by name.  However, it re-confirms the new administration’s 
support for the development of the line through Blackford as set out in 
Scotland’s Railways and the Route Utilisation Strategy.  
 
Scottish Parliament Action 
 
The re-opening of a station at Blackford was mentioned during a debate on 
the future of rail services in Scotland held on 10 November 2005. 
 
 
 
Alan Rehfisch 
Senior Research Specialist 
18 January 2007 
 
SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings with 
petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments on any 
petitions briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petitions briefings is correct at 
the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these briefings are not 
necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent changes. 
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http://www.networkrail.co.uk/browse%20documents/rus%20documents/route%20utilisation%20strategies/scotland/scotland%20rus.pdf
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/uploads/documents/HLOS-July-2007.pdf
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/uploads/documents/HLOS-July-2007.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-05/sor1110-02.htm#Col20607
mailto:spice.research@scottish.parliament.uk

