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PARLIAMENTARY BUREAU 
 
AGENDA FOR MEETING ON TUESDAY 4 OCTOBER 2011 
2.00 pm: Room Q1.03 
 
 
 
 
1. 

Minutes 
(a) Draft minutes of 27 September 2011   (attached) 
(b) Matters arising 
 

 
(attached) 

2. Future business programme 
 

(PB/S4/11/43) 
 

3. Procedural motions 
Approval of Scottish Statutory Instruments 

 
(PB/S4/11/44) 
 

4. Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments Committee 
– request to meet in Dublin 
 

(PB/S4/11/45) 
 

5. Removal of motions from Business Bulletin (PB/S4/11/46) 
 

6. Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments Committee 
– inquiry into reform of parliamentary business 
 

(PB/S4/11/47) 
 

7. Publication scheme – consideration of any exempt papers 
 

 

8. Date of next meeting – Tuesday 25 October 2011 
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PARLIAMENTARY BUREAU 
 
POSSIBLE MOTIONS FOR MEMBERS’ BUSINESS 
 
1. Bureau Members will be aware that under Rule 5.6.1(c) the Bureau has 

a duty to ensure that there is a period of time available for Members’ 
Business following Decision Time. 

   
2. Motions submitted for Members’ Business are shown below. 
 
 
S4M-00087#- Liam McArthur ( Orkney Islands ) ( Scottish Liberal Democrats ) : 
Damaging Impact of Air Discount Scheme Changes: That the Parliament notes the 
benefits that the Air Discount Scheme has brought to Scotland’s island communities since it 
was first introduced in 2006; considers that, even with the Air Discount Scheme reduction, the 
cost of flying to and from the islands imposes a considerable financial burden on island life; 
understands, therefore, the very real concerns that the exclusion of business travel from the 
Air Discount Scheme has caused to businesses as well as to the public and voluntary sectors 
in the islands; considers that the change, on which there was no prior consultation, means 
that businesses and other organisations now either have to face even higher travel costs or 
have to miss out on opportunities to take part in meetings and other events on the Scottish 
mainland and further afield, and would welcome an urgent review of the impact of the 
exclusion of business travel. 
 
Supported by: Tavish Scott, Jim Hume, Mary Scanlon, David Stewart, Willie Rennie, Rhoda 
Grant, Alison McInnes, Jamie McGrigor  
 
S4M-00151#- Jamie Hepburn ( Cumbernauld and Kilsyth ) (Scottish National Party ): 
North Lanarkshire Car Parking Charges: That the Parliament notes with concern the 
proposed car parking charges by North Lanarkshire Council for various town centre locations 
and railway station park and ride sites; considers that these charges will have a negative 
effect on residents and businesses in locations such as Kilsyth town centre and across North 
Lanarkshire, as well as discouraging use of rail as a mode of transport from stations such as 
Croy, Cumbernauld and Greenfaulds and throughout the local authority area, and believes 
that the proposals, which have been approved by North Lanarkshire Council's Planning and 
Transportation Committee and are now out to public consultation, are ill-considered. 
 
Supported by: Angus MacDonald, Bill Kidd, Colin Beattie, Adam Ingram, Gil Paterson, John 
Wilson, Margaret Mitchell, Richard Lyle, Chic Brodie, Mike MacKenzie, Stuart McMillan, 
Humza Yousaf  
 
S4M-00155#- Rob Gibson ( Caithness, Sutherland and Ross ) (Scottish National Party) : 
Germany Exits Nuclear Energy: That the Parliament welcomes the decision by the German 
Government to take its nuclear power plants offline by 2022, thus joining Switzerland, which 
recently announced its intention to be nuclear free by 2034; considers that this implies the 
provision of electricity from more renewable sources and compliments the German 
Government on its ambition, and considers that the Scottish Government target of 100% 
electricity produced from renewable sources is entirely achievable and can help 
reindustrialise many parts of Scotland, including renewable energy hubs in Caithness, 
Sutherland and Ross. 
 
Supported by: Jamie Hepburn, Bill Kidd, James Dornan, John Mason, Liam McArthur, Marco 
Biagi, Colin Keir, Colin Beattie, David Torrance, Kevin Stewart, Maureen Watt, Graeme Dey, 
Joe FitzPatrick, Adam Ingram, Derek Mackay, Fiona McLeod, John Wilson, Chic Brodie, 
Aileen McLeod, Joan McAlpine, Jean Urquhart, John Finnie, Mike MacKenzie, Stuart 
McMillan, Patrick Harvie, Bob Doris, Annabelle Ewing, Mark McDonald  
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S4M-00288#- David Stewart ( Highlands and Islands ) ( Scottish Labour ) : Retain Fort 
George: That the Parliament recognises the iconic status of Fort George, near Inverness, 
home to the garrison of The Black Watch, 3rd Battalion The Royal Regiment of Scotland; 
considers that, along with Fort George being an outstanding tourist attraction, the 570 soldiers 
and their families stationed there play a vitally important role in the local community; notes 
with concern recent press reports that the army base has been earmarked for closure, which 
would result in the relocation of the battalion; strongly believes that any plans to close Fort 
George would have severe economic consequences in Inverness and the surrounding areas 
and have an adverse effect on tourism locally, including the plans for the redevelopment of 
the Highlanders’ Museum, and would welcome the preparation of a survival plan to save Fort 
George to ensure that it remains both a working army barracks and a premier tourist 
destination.  
 
Supported by: John Pentland, Patricia Ferguson, Dave Thompson, Maureen Watt, Elaine 
Murray, Kenneth Gibson, Jackie Baillie, Mark Griffin, Neil Findlay, Chic Brodie, Rhoda Grant, 
John Finnie, Mike MacKenzie, Stuart McMillan, Margaret McDougall, Hanzala Malik, Richard 
Simpson, John Park  
 
S4M-00382 - Bill Kidd ( Glasgow Anniesland ) ( Scottish National Party ) : Second Term 
for Ban Ki-moon: That the Parliament congratulates Ban Ki-moon on his unanimous re-
election as Secretary-General of the United Nations; notes that his second five-year term in 
office is scheduled to begin in January 2012; considers that, as secretary-general, he has 
proven to be remarkably popular worldwide, innovative and courageous, and believes that his 
five-point plan to rid the world of nuclear bombs and his work toward establishing a nuclear 
weapons convention are evidence of this.  
 
Supported by: Jamie Hepburn, Linda Fabiani, Sandra White, Rob Gibson, Roderick 
Campbell, Kevin Stewart, Joe FitzPatrick, Gil Paterson, Richard Lyle, Clare Adamson, Chic 
Brodie, John Finnie, Stuart McMillan, Humza Yousaf, Annabelle Ewing  
 
S4M-00453#- John Park ( Mid Scotland and Fife ) ( Scottish Labour ) : Supporting 
Supporters Direct: That the Parliament notes what it considers to be the outstanding 
assistance that Supporters Direct has given over recent years to football fans' trusts north and 
south of the border that have sought to take a more active role in the running of their clubs; 
recognises, in particular, its help for fans in Mid Scotland and Fife and across Scotland, 
including the Pars Supporters Trust and the Raith Supporters Trust; welcomes the fans' 
takeovers of clubs including Stirling Albion, Clyde FC, Clydebank and Dundee; deeply regrets 
the English Premier League's decision to cut funding for Supporters Direct's work in England; 
recognises the key role that the Scottish Ministers and the Scottish Football Association have 
with regard to the future success of Supporters Direct, and believes that cooperation will be 
required to ensure a continuation of the organisation's valuable work in Scotland for years to 
come. 
 
Supported by: Jamie Hepburn, John Pentland, Michael McMahon, Bill Kidd, Patricia 
Ferguson, Johann Lamont, John Mason, James Kelly, Liam McArthur, Tavish Scott, Dave 
Thompson, Marco Biagi, David Torrance, Roderick Campbell, Nigel Don, Graeme Dey, Joe 
FitzPatrick, John Scott, Elaine Murray, John Lamont, Willie Coffey, Gil Paterson, Kenneth 
Gibson, Margaret Burgess, Jackie Baillie, Ken Macintosh, George Adam, Hugh Henry, Fiona 
McLeod, Siobhan McMahon, Mark Griffin, Sarah Boyack, Kezia Dugdale, Alison Johnstone, 
Neil Findlay, Aileen McLeod, Jim Hume, Paul Wheelhouse, Graeme Pearson, Claudia 
Beamish, Jamie McGrigor, John Finnie, Jackson Carlaw, Stewart Maxwell, Margaret 
McDougall, Neil Bibby, Patrick Harvie, Hanzala Malik, Humza Yousaf, Anne McTaggart, Drew 
Smith, Richard Simpson, Claire Baker, Liz Smith, Willie Rennie, Nanette Milne, Lewis 
Macdonald, Jenny Marra  
 
S4M-00493#- David Stewart ( Highlands and Islands ) ( Scottish Labour ) : Victim 
Support Scotland: That the Parliament notes the development of Victim Support Scotland 
and the support that it has given to victims of crime since it was formed in 1985; commends 
the organisation for its dedication to improving victims’ rights and services; recognises the 
importance of each community-based victim and witness service, particularly those of the 
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Highlands and Islands; notes that these services are based in all local authority areas and 
each Sheriff and High Court; commends Victim Support Scotland for its approach to 
developing links with other victim support organisations; considers that the role of Victim 
Support Scotland has been integral to developing victims’ rights throughout Scotland and the 
European Union; welcomes the proposed EU directive calling for minimum standards for 
victims in order to ensure greater support for citizens who fall victim to crime while in another 
member country; believes that these proposals will strengthen the rights of victims of crime 
throughout Europe by seeking to ensure that victims are treated with respect and have all 
information presented in their own language, and congratulates Victim Support Scotland for 
its involvement with these proposals and for what it sees as its continued hard work in 
supporting victims of crime across the whole of Scotland. 
 
Supported by: Jamie Hepburn, Linda Fabiani, John Pentland, Michael McMahon, Sandra 
White, Patricia Ferguson, Dave Thompson, Malcolm Chisholm, Roderick Campbell, Kevin 
Stewart, Maureen Watt, Christine Grahame, Kenneth Gibson, Jackie Baillie, Ken Macintosh, 
Fiona McLeod, Margaret McCulloch, Paul Wheelhouse, Graeme Pearson, Rhoda Grant, John 
Finnie, Margaret McDougall, Mary Fee, Hanzala Malik, Humza Yousaf, Richard Simpson, 
John Park, Jenny Marra 
 
S4M-00546# - John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish National Party): Anti-
Slavery Day: That the Parliament notes the designation of 18 October 2011 as the second 
annual Anti-Slavery Day; further notes that, this year, the day will focus on child victims of 
trafficking; is saddened to understand that, despite the abolition of the transatlantic slave 
trade two centuries ago, people continue to be victims of the modern slave trade, and 
supports the call on the UK Government by ECPAT UK to provide greater protection for the 
victims of child trafficking. 
 
S4M-00630# Christine Grahame: Jeremy Hunt Doesn't Get the Picture so Neither Does 
the Borders: That the Parliament expresses its disappointment that the Scottish Borders has 
been omitted from a list of locations eligible to bid for a local broadcasting licence; notes that 
Jeremy Hunt, the UK minister responsible for broadcasting has stated “I want people to be 
able to watch television that’s truly relevant to them, about what’s happening where they live 
and featuring people they know”; therefore is astonished that he seems to have failed to 
consider the Scottish Borders and towns such as Galashiels as a location in spite of the fact 
that the Scottish Borders is served not by STV but Border TV, broadcasting from Gateshead 
and covering also the north of England and the Isle of Man, thus depriving Borderers of both 
national and local coverage; considers that this is further evidence supporting devolution of 
broadcasting, and, in the meantime and until such time as Scotland establishes its own digital 
network, would welcome the Scottish Borders being included on the list of possible sites. 
 
S4M-00646♦- Aileen McLeod ( South Scotland ) ( Scottish National Party ) : Lack of 
Local TV: That the Parliament notes with concern the UK Government’s Department of 
Culture, Media and Sport's announcement of 65 locations that are eligible for local TV 
licences; further notes that Dumfries and Galloway and the Borders are not included as 
eligible locations in any UK Government plans and considers that they are areas that are 
currently served by inadequate television provision; considers that there is a need for a wider 
broadcasting debate to take place and that it should include consideration of a publicly funded 
Scottish digital network; believes that such a provision would support and sustain local 
television coverage in Scotland, and considers that the Scottish Government’s vision for a 
national network would serve local needs and provide fairer choice in terms of public service 
broadcasting in Scotland. 
 
Supported by: Jamie Hepburn, Bill Kidd, Sandra White, John Mason, Rob Gibson, Marco 
Biagi, Colin Keir, David Torrance, Dennis Robertson, Joe FitzPatrick, Gil Paterson, Kenneth 
Gibson, Margaret Burgess, George Adam, Fiona McLeod, Richard Lyle, Clare Adamson, Chic 
Brodie, Joan McAlpine, Paul Wheelhouse, Mike MacKenzie, Stuart McMillan, Bob Doris, Mark 
McDonald  
 
S4M-00695#- James Kelly ( Rutherglen ) ( Scottish Labour ) : Nail the Rogues 
Campaign: That the Parliament believes that rogue traders have a significant impact on 
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consumer rights and the informal economy in Rutherglen, Cambuslang and Blantyre and the 
rest of Scotland; notes, with concern, the recent figures released by the Office of Fair Trading 
showing that issues regarding home improvement work continue to be at the top of the list of 
complaints about rogue traders; further notes that, last year, Consumer Direct received more 
than 13,000 complaints concerning uninvited traders, almost half of which related to home 
maintenance work; is concerned that rogue traders have frequently been reported to offer 
services at what appear to be attractive rates and use persuasive sales techniques to 
pressure people into making hasty decisions; believes that older people and vulnerable 
groups are particularly exposed to the dangers of rogue traders, and commends the 
Federation of Master Builders Scotland, in conjunction with Trading Standards, for running the 
campaign, Nail the Rogues, in order to raise awareness of the dangers of rogue and 
dishonest traders, to offer advice for avoiding them and to provide information on how to find 
reputable traders. 
 
Supported by: John Pentland, Bill Kidd, Sandra White, Patricia Ferguson, James Kelly, Dave 
Thompson, Helen Eadie, David Torrance, Elaine Murray, Kenneth Gibson, Jackie Baillie, Ken 
Macintosh, Richard Lyle, Siobhan McMahon, Mark Griffin, Margaret McCulloch, Sarah 
Boyack, Kezia Dugdale, Neil Findlay, Stuart McMillan, Neil Bibby, Hanzala Malik, Bob Doris, 
Anne McTaggart, Drew Smith, Richard Simpson, John Park, Richard Baker  
 
S4M-00696 - Elaine Smith# ( Coatbridge and Chryston ) ( Scottish Labour ) : Horse 
Haven: That the Parliament supports the British Horse Society, the Association of British 
Riding Schools and the British Equestrian Federation in their mission to encourage the 
registration of equine establishments in Scotland; notes that this would require all equestrian 
institutions that retain three or more horses to become registered nationally; considers that a 
general code of conduct could ensure consistent high standards of training and protect the 
welfare of horses and that this could also guarantee the promotion of valuable riding schools 
which contribute substantially to the culture of their communities; believes the Horse Haven 
riding school in Moodiesburn to be a fantastic tourist attraction, particularly given its central 
location in North Lanarkshire and its close proximity to Glasgow; further considers that the 
ability of some of the school's staff members to speak fluently in various languages deems it 
to be a valuable attraction for Scotland on the whole; believes that organisations such as this, 
which provide children with what it sees as new and exciting opportunities, should be 
publicised more widely; congratulates the Director of Horse Haven Riding School, Professor 
Brian Robinson, on his new position on the committee of the Association of British Riding 
Schools (Scotland), and wishes the riding school every success for the future. 
 
Supported by: Helen Eadie, David Torrance, Kevin Stewart, Elaine Murray, Richard Lyle, Jim 
Hume, Mike MacKenzie, Stuart McMillan 
 
S4M-00734♦ - Elaine Murray ( Dumfriesshire ) ( Scottish Labour ) : South of Scotland 
Broadband Delivery Bid: That the Parliament congratulates the South of Scotland Alliance 
on developing the South of Scotland Broadband UK Bid; understands that, if successful, this 
would be the single largest infrastructure project for the south of Scotland; notes its objective 
is to make next generation broadband available to 100% of the population of the area by 
2020; further notes that Dumfries and Galloway Council and Scottish Borders Council agreed 
the indicative funding model which will form the basis of submission of the bid to the Scottish 
Government at their full council meetings on 25 August 2011; believes that this is a model 
that could be rolled out in other rural areas of Scotland and would contribute to the delivery of 
the objectives of the NHS, Scottish Enterprise and the Scottish and UK Governments, and 
would welcome widespread support for the bid. 
 
S4M-00755# - John Finnie ( Highlands and Islands ) ( Scottish National Party ) : 
International Overdose Awareness Day: That the Parliament notes International Overdose 
Awareness Day on 31 August 2011; acknowledges the individual loss and family grief caused 
when a loved one overdoses and is either permanently injured or killed; is aware of the role of 
Naloxone, a drug used to help prevent many overdoses from becoming fatal, and expresses 
its hope that the downward trend in drugs deaths will continue. 
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Supported by: Bill Kidd, David Torrance, Roderick Campbell, Kevin Stewart, Maureen Watt, 
Joe FitzPatrick, Adam Ingram, Elaine Murray, Gil Paterson, Jackie Baillie, Fiona McLeod, 
Clare Adamson, Kezia Dugdale, Neil Findlay, Paul Wheelhouse, Graeme Pearson, Jean 
Urquhart, Mary Scanlon, Jamie McGrigor, David Stewart, Stuart McMillan, Bob Doris, Humza 
Yousaf, Richard Simpson 
 
S4M-00768# - Aileen McLeod ( South Scotland ) ( Scottish National Party ) : Taking the 
Pilgrims' Route: That the Parliament welcomes the development of the St Ninian heritage 
trail, which will run from Glasgow to Whithorn via Paisley Abbey and Crossraguel 
Abbey, following the west coast of Scotland through Ayrshire and on to Whithorn; recognises 
that Glenluce Abbey will be an important way-point on the proposed St Ninian Way; 
acknowledges the importance of St Ninian in the faith heritage of the south of Scotland, 
marked annually on 16 September on St Ninian’s Day; notes the importance of heritage 
tourism as a valuable economic driver to the rural economy and the growing popularity of faith 
tourism, which it considers will be vital for the Machars, the wider Dumfries and Galloway 
economy and other parts of Scotland; considers that the Machars archaeology project 
presents an excellent opportunity for people visiting the area, as well as local people, to learn 
about their history and heritage; further recognises the work being done to establish a King 
James IV pilgrimage route from Edinburgh to Tain to coincide with the 700th anniversary of 
the monarch’s death in 1513, and hopes that the trails associated with James IV to Whithorn 
and Tain will be incorporated into a network of pilgrim trails across Scotland. 
 
Supported by: Rob Gibson, Dave Thompson, Colin Beattie, David Torrance, Roderick 
Campbell, Kevin Stewart, Maureen Watt, Adam Ingram, Alex Fergusson, Christine Grahame, 
Gil Paterson, Kenneth Gibson, Hugh Henry, Jim Hume, Graeme Pearson, Jean Urquhart, 
Mike MacKenzie, Stuart McMillan, Bob Doris, Drew Smith, Annabelle Ewing  
 
S4M-00789# - Sandra White ( Glasgow Kelvin ) ( Scottish National Party ) : Mordechai 
Vanunu, Israel’s Nuclear Whistleblower: That the Parliament notes the 25th anniversary of 
the revelations by Mordechai Vanunu regarding Israel’s secret nuclear weapons programme, 
which is estimated to number over a hundred warheads with the potential to annihilate the 
entire Middle East; praises what it considers to be Vanunu’s courage and dedication to the 
cause of the elimination of nuclear weapons; considers that this saw him returned to Israel 
under suspicious circumstances; further notes that he had been tried for treason and 
sentenced to 18 years in prison, 11 of which were spent in solitary confinement; understands 
that, since his release, despite being nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize 17 times and 
holding prestigious positions such as rector of the University of Glasgow, he has experienced 
continued persecution by the Israeli authorities; notes that this has been described by 
Amnesty International as cruel, inhuman and degrading and has also been condemned by the 
European Parliament; believes that, rather than be vilified, Vanunu should be allowed to live 
peacefully in one of the numerous countries to have offered him residence, and is of the view 
that Israel's arsenal of nuclear weapons is an obvious barrier in the way of nuclear non-
proliferation in the Middle East. 
 
Supported by: Linda Fabiani, Bill Kidd, John Mason, Dave Thompson, Kevin Stewart, Adam 
Ingram, Gil Paterson, Hugh Henry, Fiona McLeod, Chic Brodie, Paul Wheelhouse, Graeme 
Pearson, Jean Urquhart, John Finnie, Stuart McMillan, Bob Doris, Humza Yousaf, Drew 
Smith  
 
S4M-00790# - Stuart McMillan ( West Scotland ) ( Scottish National Party ) : Integrity of 
Football: That the Parliament recognises the current debate in the game of football regarding 
the introduction of electronic monitoring to help assist officials in making the correct decision, 
as once again highlighted by the recent international game in Glasgow; notes that other 
sports throughout the world, including cricket, hockey, rugby and tennis, utilise video 
technology to indicate whether a decision given by officials is in fact the correct decision; 
further notes that many people involved in the game of football believe that video technology 
should be introduced in order to help prevent dubious decisions from affecting the outcome of 
a match, and would welcome an examination of the potential benefits of  introducing added 
technology to the game. 
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Supported by: Bill Kidd, Sandra White, John Mason, David Torrance, Roderick Campbell, 
Kevin Stewart, Graeme Dey, Joe FitzPatrick, Kenneth Gibson, George Adam, Hugh Henry, 
Fiona McLeod, Mike MacKenzie, Stewart Maxwell, Hanzala Malik  
 
S4M-00839# - Elaine Murray ( Dumfriesshire ) ( Scottish Labour ) : Kirkconnel 
Kelloholm Regeneration Partnership: That the Parliament congratulates the Kirkconnel 
Kelloholm Regeneration Partnership on the completion of the Auchengour Allotment Project 
in Kelloholm, which will be officially opened on 4 October 2011; notes that this project 
includes allotments, a sensory garden, wild plantings, landscaped areas and a picnic area 
and that it has regenerated an area previously used for fly tipping; commends the leadership 
of Kirkconnel and Kelloholm Village Pride, and congratulates its partnership with Dumfries 
and Galloway Council, Home Scotland, Dumfries and Galloway Housing Partnership, the 
Forestry Commission, NHS Dumfries and Galloway, Kirkconnel and Kelloholm Community 
Council, Building Healthy Communities and the local community in supporting this worthwhile 
local initiative. 
 
Supported by: Jamie Hepburn, Bill Kidd, Patricia Ferguson, James Kelly, Kevin Stewart, 
Dennis Robertson, Jackie Baillie, Hugh Henry, Aileen McLeod, Jim Hume, Paul Wheelhouse, 
Graeme Pearson, Mike MacKenzie, Neil Bibby, Annabelle Ewing 
 
S4M-00851# - Sandra White ( Glasgow Kelvin ) ( Scottish National Party ) : Truth About 
Youth Project: That the Parliament acknowledges Young Scot, the national youth information 
and citizenship charity for Scotland that provides people aged 11 to 26 with information and 
incentives supporting them to become informed and active citizens; supports the project, 
Truth About Youth, run by Young Scot and funded by The Co-operative Foundation, which 
aims to challenge and change negative perceptions of teenagers and young adults in the 
wider public; commends Glasgow as being the only Scottish city to take part in the project; 
supports the aim of showing how young people contribute positively to society with the help of 
various workshops, a blogging website and a media partnership, and wishes everyone 
involved success with the project. 
 
Supported by: Jamie Hepburn, Bill Kidd, John Mason, Rob Gibson, Colin Beattie, David 
Torrance, Maureen Watt, Dennis Robertson, Adam Ingram, Kenneth Gibson, Margaret 
Burgess, Jackie Baillie, Fiona McLeod, Jean Urquhart, Mike MacKenzie, Patrick Harvie, Bob 
Doris, Humza Yousaf, Annabelle Ewing, Mark McDonald 
 
S4M-00941#  - Margaret Mitchell: Prescription Medicine Waste: That the Parliament notes 
with concern the amount of prescription medicine wastage in Scotland; commends the NHS 
Forth Valley eWard scheme, which allows hospitals and community pharmacies to share 
information electronically, thereby helping to improve patient safety and reduce medicine 
waste; notes the report published in 2010 by the University of York that shows that better 
medicines management around the time of hospital admission and discharge will result in 
more optimal use of medicines; believes that the role of pharmacists in helping people 
understand their medicines will be enhanced by the Chronic Medication Service; recognises 
that, in order to minimise medicine waste, the electronic recording and sharing of information 
between hospitals, GPs and pharmacies is essential, and considers that this issue is worthy 
of further debate. 
 
Record of Members’ Business taken by the Parliament from 8 June 2011 

Date MSP Party Subject 

8/6/2011 Marco Biagi SNP Green Investment in Edinburgh 

9/6/2011 Elaine Murray LAB Ban on Use of Wild Animals in 
Circuses 

15/6/2011 Bob Doris SNP Fighting Sectarianism and Anti-Irish 
Racism 

16/6/2011 Mark McDonald SNP North Sea Taxation 

22/6/2011 Elaine Smith LAB There is a Better Way 

23/6/2011 Stuart McMillan SNP David MacBrayne Group Supports 



                PB/S4/11/43 
 

 7 

Date MSP Party Subject 

Coastguards 

29/6/11 Margaret Mitchell CON Police Complaints Commissioner for 
Scotland 

30/6/11 Willie Coffey SNP The Scheme 

7/9/11 David Stewart LAB Young Drivers 

8/9/11 Aileen McLeod SNP Flavour Fortnight 2011 

14/9/11 Rob Gibson SNP Remembering the Russian Arctic 
Convoys 

15/9/11 Hugh Henry LAB Upper Clyde Shipbuilders 

21/9/11 Bill Kidd SNP UN International Day of Peace, 21 
September 2011 

22/9/11 Jamie Hepburn SNP Save the Children Report, Making 
Work Pay – The Childcare Trap 

28/9/11 James Dornan SNP Battling Scotland’s Drinking Culture 

29/9/11 Paul Martin LAB Stop the Closure of Lightburn Hospital 

 

Record of Members’ Business taken by the Parliament in Session 4 

Party SNP LAB CON LD GRN IND TOTAL 

Frequency (no.) 10 5 1 0 0 0 16 

Frequency % 62.50 31.25 6.25 0 0 0 100 
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PARLIAMENTARY BUREAU 

APPROVAL OF SSIs 

 
Introduction 
 

1. The Bureau is invited to agree to lodge the following motions— 
 

Bruce Crawford on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau: That the Parliament 
agrees that the Public Services Reform (Scotland) Act 2010 (Consequential 
Modifications)(No.2) Order 2011 be approved. 
 
Bruce Crawford on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau: That the Parliament 
agrees that the Climate Change (Annual Targets) (Scotland) Order 2011 be 
approved. 

 
Purpose and consideration by committee  
 
Public Services Reform (Scotland) Act 2010 (Consequential Modifications) (No. 2) 
Order 2011 

2. The instrument was laid under section 133(2) of the Public Services Reform (Scotland) 
Act 2010. It seeks to make technical changes to the Fire (Scotland) Act 2005 as a 
result of the coming into force of parts of the Public Services Reform (Scotland) Act 
2010. The Fire (Scotland) Act 2005 exempts certain premises from the definition of 
‘domestic premises’ so that these premises are subject to fire safety legislation 
including fire regulations. The Order will amend the 2005 Act so that the exemptions 
refer to the relevant legislation. 

 
3. The Subordinate Legislation Committee had no comment to make on the instrument. 

The Health and Sport Committee considered the instrument at its meeting on 27 
September 2011. After debate, the motion to approve the instrument was agreed to. 
 
Climate Change (Annual Targets) (Scotland) Order 2011 

4. The instrument was laid under section 96(4) of the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 
2009. The Order implements the requirement imposed by section 4 of the Climate 
Change (Scotland) Act 2009 for the Scottish Ministers to make an order setting annual 
targets for the maximum amount of the net Scottish emissions account for each year 
in the period 2023-2027. 

 
5. The Subordinate Legislation Committee had no comment to make on the instrument. 

The Rural Affairs, Climate Change and Environment Committee considered the 
instrument at its meeting on 28 September 2011. After debate, the motion to approve 
the instrument was agreed to. 
 
 
Parliamentary Business Team 
September 2011 
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PARLIAMENTARY BUREAU 
 
STANDARDS, PROCEDURES AND PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS COMMITTEE 
REQUEST FOR APPROVAL FOR VISIT TO DUBLIN 
 
Nature of request 
 

1. The Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments Committee, as required 
by Standing Order rule 12.10, asks the Bureau to approve its request for a 
Committee visit to Dublin on 14 and 15 November as part of its parliamentary 
reform inquiry.     
 

2. Rule 12.10 also requires the Conveners Group to approve Committee travel 
outwith the UK.  The Conveners Group will consider a paper from the 
Committee at its meeting on Thursday 6 October.  The Committee is requesting 
approval from both the Bureau and the Conveners Group simultaneously to 
allow travel arrangements to be made before the October recess.   
 
Participants 
 

3. It is intended that three Committee members will travel to Dublin.   
 
Justification 
 

4. The first phase of the Committee’s parliamentary reform inquiry, to be 
completed by Christmas, is looking at remodelling the parliamentary week, 
including sitting patterns for the chamber and committees, the format and 
regularity of question time, making best use of chamber time and the potential 
to introduce new forms of chamber business. 
 

5. The Committee wishes to visit another legislature which is making procedural 
changes.  The Irish Dáil has begun a wide ranging procedural reform 
programme including introducing some new methods of scrutiny and new forms 
of backbench business; further reforms are planned over the next year.  The 
Dáil is comparable in size to the Scottish Parliament and is likely to provide 
some useful ideas and comparisons to help the committee form its 
recommendations. 
 

6. The Committee proposes to travel overnight on Monday night to allow a full day 
in Dublin on Tuesday.  This will include meetings with the Procedures 
Committee and the Speaker and observation of chamber and committee 
business.   
 
Approval sought 
 

7. The Bureau is asked to approve the request of the Standards, Procedures and 
Public Appointments Committee to visit Dublin on 14 and 15 November 2011.  
 
Clerk to the Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments Committee 
September 2011 
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PARLIAMENTARY BUREAU 
 
REMOVAL OF MOTIONS FROM THE BUSINESS BULLETIN 
 
Background 
 

1. Under Rule 8.2.8 of Standing Orders, the Bureau may remove from the list of 
admissible motions any motion that has been on the list for more than six weeks 
without a date for it to be taken by the Parliament being appointed in the business 
programme.  
 

2. The Bureau has previously agreed that all motions should be removed from the 
Bulletin after six weeks (excluding recess time) unless: 
 

(a) the motion has the support of at least 30 other Members and these 
supporters came from more than two political parties (note that in cases 
where the number of supporters exceeds 30, the topicality of the motion 
and the extent of the recent support have also been taken into account 
when making these recommendations); or 

 
(b) the motion remains highly topical; or 

 
(c) the motion has been selected for Members’ Business.  

 
3. The Bureau has not reviewed motions in the Business Bulletin this session. A review 

is therefore due. 
 

4. The attached spreadsheet lists all motions over six weeks old on 4 October 2011 
(i.e. those lodged on or before 21 June 2011) and includes the number of supporters 
and date of the most recent registration of support. 
 

5. Based on the criteria in paragraph 2, it is recommended that the following motions 
from the attached list be retained.  
 

S4M-00028 Jim Eadie Child Poverty and the Hunter Foundation 
Initiative 

S4M-00030 Jackie Baillie Poverty in Scotland 

S4M-00083 Stuart McMillan Cuts to Welfare Spending 

S4M-00148 Patrick Harvie Supporting Jubilee Scotland’s Call for Debt 
Arbitration 

S4M-00272 Patricia 
Ferguson 

National Galleries of Scotland Art Competition 
for Schools 

 
6. Members are asked to agree that the above motions are retained. 

 
 
Parliamentary Business Team  
September 2011 
 



  PB/S4/11/47 
 

1 
 

 

PARLIAMENTARY BUREAU 

STANDARDS, PROCEDURES AND PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS COMMITTEE – 
INQUIRY INTO REFORM OF PARLIAMENTARY BUSINESS 

 
 

1. At its meeting on 27 September, the Bureau agreed to write to the Standards, 
Procedures and Public Appointments Committee and to consider its draft response at 
its next meeting. 
 

2. The Bureau is invited to agree the attached letter. 
 
 
Parliamentary Business Team 
September 2011 
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Dave Thompson MSP 
Convener 
Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments Committee 
 

 
September 2011 

 
 
 
Dear 
 
Inquiry into reform of parliamentary business 
 
Thank you for your letter, dated 15 September, regarding the Committee’s inquiry into 
reform of parliamentary business. 
 
The Parliamentary Bureau discussed the letter at its meeting on 27 September 2011. 
The Bureau is generally supportive of the move to reform parliamentary business and 
supports the Committee in its considerations. Members of the Bureau noted your 
intention to invite Business Managers of the parties in the Parliament to give oral 
evidence to the Committee in November. The Bureau agreed that it was important to 
allow uninhibited debate within the parties to inform this evidence session, and, on that 
basis, the Bureau agreed that it did not wish to form an early opinion on the detail of 
the issues raised in your letter. 
 
You raised in particular the timing of Bureau meetings, should the Committee 
recommend and the Parliament agree to a change in the current pattern of 
parliamentary sittings. Bureau Members considered various options but were agreed 
unanimously that the Bureau would, wherever necessary, alter its procedures and 
practices including meeting times to respond to the will of the Parliament in this regard. 
It was felt, as a consequence, that it was proper for the Bureau to await developments 
with the inquiry before reaching final decisions on these matters. In the meantime, 
Parliamentary officials will begin a dialogue with Members of the Bureau to gather 
views and opinions on adjustments that will be required to Bureau practices. This 
information will allow the Bureau to respond quickly to any proposed changes in due 
course. 
 
I therefore welcome your intention to keep the Bureau informed of the progress of the 
Committee’s inquiry and look forward to hearing the Committee’s emerging thinking. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
TRICIA MARWICK 
Presiding Officer 


