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2.00 pm: Room Q1.03 
 
 
 
 
1. 

Minutes 
(a) Draft minutes of 13 December 2011  
(b) Matters arising 
 

 
(attached) 

2. Future business programme 
 

(PB/S4/11/86) 
 

3. Procedural motions 
Approval of SSIs 
 

 
(PB/S4/11/87) 
 

4. Legislation 
Criminal Cases (Punishment and Review) (Scotland) Bill – 
Stage 1 deadline 
 

 
(PB/S4/11/88) 
 

5.  Appointment of adviser to the Local Government and 
Regeneration Committee 
 

 
(PB/S4/11/89) 

6. Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments Committee 
– impact of Public Bodies Bill (UK legislation) on 
parliamentary procedures 
 

(PB/S4/11/90) 
 

7. Publication scheme – consideration of any exempt papers 
 

 

8. Date of next meeting – Tuesday 10 January 2012  
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PARLIAMENTARY BUREAU 
 
POSSIBLE MOTIONS FOR MEMBERS’ BUSINESS 
 

1. Bureau Members will be aware that under Rule 5.6.1(c) the Bureau has a 
duty to ensure that there is a period of time available for Members’ Business 
following Decision Time. 
  

2. Motions submitted for Members’ Business are shown below. 
 
 
S4M-00453#- John Park ( Mid Scotland and Fife ) ( Scottish Labour ) : Supporting 
Supporters Direct: That the Parliament notes what it considers to be the outstanding 
assistance that Supporters Direct has given over recent years to football fans' trusts north and 
south of the border that have sought to take a more active role in the running of their clubs; 
recognises, in particular, its help for fans in Mid Scotland and Fife and across Scotland, 
including the Pars Supporters Trust and the Raith Supporters Trust; welcomes the fans' 
takeovers of clubs including Stirling Albion, Clyde FC, Clydebank and Dundee; deeply regrets 
the English Premier League's decision to cut funding for Supporters Direct's work in England; 
recognises the key role that the Scottish Ministers and the Scottish Football Association have 
with regard to the future success of Supporters Direct, and believes that cooperation will be 
required to ensure a continuation of the organisation's valuable work in Scotland for years to 
come. 
 
Supported by: Jamie Hepburn, John Pentland, Michael McMahon, Bill Kidd, Patricia 
Ferguson, Johann Lamont, John Mason, James Kelly, Liam McArthur, Tavish Scott, Dave 
Thompson, Marco Biagi, David Torrance, Roderick Campbell, Nigel Don, Graeme Dey, Joe 
FitzPatrick, John Scott, Elaine Murray, John Lamont, Willie Coffey, Gil Paterson, Kenneth 
Gibson, Margaret Burgess, Jackie Baillie, Ken Macintosh, George Adam, Hugh Henry, Fiona 
McLeod, Siobhan McMahon, Mark Griffin, Sarah Boyack, Kezia Dugdale, Alison Johnstone, 
Neil Findlay, Aileen McLeod, Jim Hume, Paul Wheelhouse, Graeme Pearson, Claudia 
Beamish, Jamie McGrigor, John Finnie, Jackson Carlaw, Stewart Maxwell, Margaret 
McDougall, Neil Bibby, Patrick Harvie, Hanzala Malik, Humza Yousaf, Anne McTaggart, Drew 
Smith, Richard Simpson, Claire Baker, Liz Smith, Willie Rennie, Nanette Milne, Lewis 
Macdonald, Jenny Marra  
 
S4M-00493#- David Stewart ( Highlands and Islands ) ( Scottish Labour ) : Victim 
Support Scotland: That the Parliament notes the development of Victim Support Scotland 
and the support that it has given to victims of crime since it was formed in 1985; commends 
the organisation for its dedication to improving victims’ rights and services; recognises the 
importance of each community-based victim and witness service, particularly those of the 
Highlands and Islands; notes that these services are based in all local authority areas and 
each Sheriff and High Court; commends Victim Support Scotland for its approach to 
developing links with other victim support organisations; considers that the role of Victim 
Support Scotland has been integral to developing victims’ rights throughout Scotland and the 
European Union; welcomes the proposed EU directive calling for minimum standards for 
victims in order to ensure greater support for citizens who fall victim to crime while in another 
member country; believes that these proposals will strengthen the rights of victims of crime 
throughout Europe by seeking to ensure that victims are treated with respect and have all 
information presented in their own language, and congratulates Victim Support Scotland for 
its involvement with these proposals and for what it sees as its continued hard work in 
supporting victims of crime across the whole of Scotland. 
 
Supported by: Jamie Hepburn, Linda Fabiani, John Pentland, Michael McMahon, Sandra 
White, Patricia Ferguson, Dave Thompson, Malcolm Chisholm, Roderick Campbell, Kevin 
Stewart, Maureen Watt, Christine Grahame, Kenneth Gibson, Jackie Baillie, Ken Macintosh, 
Fiona McLeod, Margaret McCulloch, Paul Wheelhouse, Graeme Pearson, Rhoda Grant, John 
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Finnie, Margaret McDougall, Mary Fee, Hanzala Malik, Humza Yousaf, Richard Simpson, 
John Park, Jenny Marra 
 
S4M-00546# - John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish National Party): Anti-
Slavery Day: That the Parliament notes the designation of 18 October 2011 as the second 
annual Anti-Slavery Day; further notes that, this year, the day will focus on child victims of 
trafficking; is saddened to understand that, despite the abolition of the transatlantic slave 
trade two centuries ago, people continue to be victims of the modern slave trade, and 
supports the call on the UK Government by ECPAT UK to provide greater protection for the 
victims of child trafficking. 
 
S4M-00646♦- Aileen McLeod ( South Scotland ) ( Scottish National Party ) : Lack of 
Local TV: That the Parliament notes with concern the UK Government’s Department of 
Culture, Media and Sport's announcement of 65 locations that are eligible for local TV 
licences; further notes that Dumfries and Galloway and the Borders are not included as 
eligible locations in any UK Government plans and considers that they are areas that are 
currently served by inadequate television provision; considers that there is a need for a wider 
broadcasting debate to take place and that it should include consideration of a publicly funded 
Scottish digital network; believes that such a provision would support and sustain local 
television coverage in Scotland, and considers that the Scottish Government’s vision for a 
national network would serve local needs and provide fairer choice in terms of public service 
broadcasting in Scotland. 
 
Supported by: Jamie Hepburn, Bill Kidd, Sandra White, John Mason, Rob Gibson, Marco 
Biagi, Colin Keir, David Torrance, Dennis Robertson, Joe FitzPatrick, Gil Paterson, Kenneth 
Gibson, Margaret Burgess, George Adam, Fiona McLeod, Richard Lyle, Clare Adamson, Chic 
Brodie, Joan McAlpine, Paul Wheelhouse, Mike MacKenzie, Stuart McMillan, Bob Doris, Mark 
McDonald  
 
S4M-00696 - Elaine Smith# ( Coatbridge and Chryston ) ( Scottish Labour ) : Horse 
Haven: That the Parliament supports the British Horse Society, the Association of British 
Riding Schools and the British Equestrian Federation in their mission to encourage the 
registration of equine establishments in Scotland; notes that this would require all equestrian 
institutions that retain three or more horses to become registered nationally; considers that a 
general code of conduct could ensure consistent high standards of training and protect the 
welfare of horses and that this could also guarantee the promotion of valuable riding schools 
which contribute substantially to the culture of their communities; believes the Horse Haven 
riding school in Moodiesburn to be a fantastic tourist attraction, particularly given its central 
location in North Lanarkshire and its close proximity to Glasgow; further considers that the 
ability of some of the school's staff members to speak fluently in various languages deems it 
to be a valuable attraction for Scotland on the whole; believes that organisations such as this, 
which provide children with what it sees as new and exciting opportunities, should be 
publicised more widely; congratulates the Director of Horse Haven Riding School, Professor 
Brian Robinson, on his new position on the committee of the Association of British Riding 
Schools (Scotland), and wishes the riding school every success for the future. 
 
Supported by: Helen Eadie, David Torrance, Kevin Stewart, Elaine Murray, Richard Lyle, Jim 
Hume, Mike MacKenzie, Stuart McMillan 
 
S4M-00734♦ - Elaine Murray ( Dumfriesshire ) ( Scottish Labour ) : South of Scotland 
Broadband Delivery Bid: That the Parliament congratulates the South of Scotland Alliance 
on developing the South of Scotland Broadband UK Bid; understands that, if successful, this 
would be the single largest infrastructure project for the south of Scotland; notes its objective 
is to make next generation broadband available to 100% of the population of the area by 
2020; further notes that Dumfries and Galloway Council and Scottish Borders Council agreed 
the indicative funding model which will form the basis of submission of the bid to the Scottish 
Government at their full council meetings on 25 August 2011; believes that this is a model 
that could be rolled out in other rural areas of Scotland and would contribute to the delivery of 
the objectives of the NHS, Scottish Enterprise and the Scottish and UK Governments, and 
would welcome widespread support for the bid. 
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S4M-00755# - John Finnie ( Highlands and Islands ) ( Scottish National Party ) : 
International Overdose Awareness Day: That the Parliament notes International Overdose 
Awareness Day on 31 August 2011; acknowledges the individual loss and family grief caused 
when a loved one overdoses and is either permanently injured or killed; is aware of the role of 
Naloxone, a drug used to help prevent many overdoses from becoming fatal, and expresses 
its hope that the downward trend in drugs deaths will continue. 
 
Supported by: Bill Kidd, David Torrance, Roderick Campbell, Kevin Stewart, Maureen Watt, 
Joe FitzPatrick, Adam Ingram, Elaine Murray, Gil Paterson, Jackie Baillie, Fiona McLeod, 
Clare Adamson, Kezia Dugdale, Neil Findlay, Paul Wheelhouse, Graeme Pearson, Jean 
Urquhart, Mary Scanlon, Jamie McGrigor, David Stewart, Stuart McMillan, Bob Doris, Humza 
Yousaf, Richard Simpson 
 
S4M-00768# - Aileen McLeod ( South Scotland ) ( Scottish National Party ) : Taking the 
Pilgrims' Route: That the Parliament welcomes the development of the St Ninian heritage 
trail, which will run from Glasgow to Whithorn via Paisley Abbey and Crossraguel 
Abbey, following the west coast of Scotland through Ayrshire and on to Whithorn; recognises 
that Glenluce Abbey will be an important way-point on the proposed St Ninian Way; 
acknowledges the importance of St Ninian in the faith heritage of the south of Scotland, 
marked annually on 16 September on St Ninian’s Day; notes the importance of heritage 
tourism as a valuable economic driver to the rural economy and the growing popularity of faith 
tourism, which it considers will be vital for the Machars, the wider Dumfries and Galloway 
economy and other parts of Scotland; considers that the Machars archaeology project 
presents an excellent opportunity for people visiting the area, as well as local people, to learn 
about their history and heritage; further recognises the work being done to establish a King 
James IV pilgrimage route from Edinburgh to Tain to coincide with the 700th anniversary of 
the monarch’s death in 1513, and hopes that the trails associated with James IV to Whithorn 
and Tain will be incorporated into a network of pilgrim trails across Scotland. 
 
Supported by: Rob Gibson, Dave Thompson, Colin Beattie, David Torrance, Roderick 
Campbell, Kevin Stewart, Maureen Watt, Adam Ingram, Alex Fergusson, Christine Grahame, 
Gil Paterson, Kenneth Gibson, Hugh Henry, Jim Hume, Graeme Pearson, Jean Urquhart, 
Mike MacKenzie, Stuart McMillan, Bob Doris, Drew Smith, Annabelle Ewing  
 
S4M-00790# - Stuart McMillan ( West Scotland ) ( Scottish National Party ) : Integrity of 
Football: That the Parliament recognises the current debate in the game of football regarding 
the introduction of electronic monitoring to help assist officials in making the correct decision, 
as once again highlighted by the recent international game in Glasgow; notes that other 
sports throughout the world, including cricket, hockey, rugby and tennis, utilise video 
technology to indicate whether a decision given by officials is in fact the correct decision; 
further notes that many people involved in the game of football believe that video technology 
should be introduced in order to help prevent dubious decisions from affecting the outcome of 
a match, and would welcome an examination of the potential benefits of  introducing added 
technology to the game. 
 
Supported by: Bill Kidd, Sandra White, John Mason, David Torrance, Roderick Campbell, 
Kevin Stewart, Graeme Dey, Joe FitzPatrick, Kenneth Gibson, George Adam, Hugh Henry, 
Fiona McLeod, Mike MacKenzie, Stewart Maxwell, Hanzala Malik  
 
S4M-00839# - Elaine Murray ( Dumfriesshire ) ( Scottish Labour ) : Kirkconnel 
Kelloholm Regeneration Partnership: That the Parliament congratulates the Kirkconnel 
Kelloholm Regeneration Partnership on the completion of the Auchengour Allotment Project 
in Kelloholm, which will be officially opened on 4 October 2011; notes that this project 
includes allotments, a sensory garden, wild plantings, landscaped areas and a picnic area 
and that it has regenerated an area previously used for fly tipping; commends the leadership 
of Kirkconnel and Kelloholm Village Pride, and congratulates its partnership with Dumfries 
and Galloway Council, Home Scotland, Dumfries and Galloway Housing Partnership, the 
Forestry Commission, NHS Dumfries and Galloway, Kirkconnel and Kelloholm Community 
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Council, Building Healthy Communities and the local community in supporting this worthwhile 
local initiative. 
 
Supported by: Jamie Hepburn, Bill Kidd, Patricia Ferguson, James Kelly, Kevin Stewart, 
Dennis Robertson, Jackie Baillie, Hugh Henry, Aileen McLeod, Jim Hume, Paul Wheelhouse, 
Graeme Pearson, Mike MacKenzie, Neil Bibby, Annabelle Ewing 
 
S4M-01042 - Jim Eadie: 10 Years on from Harkin-Engel, Child Trafficking in the 
Chocolate Industry: That the Parliament acknowledges the 10th anniversary of the signing 
of the Harkin-Engel Protocol on 19 September 2011, signifying the chocolate industry’s 
apparent commitment to abolishing the trafficking of workers in West Africa into deplorable 
conditions; condemns the industry’s apparent failure to take the appropriate action as pledged 
in the protocol, thereby perpetuating some of the worst forms of child labour in the cocoa 
sector of Côte d’Ivoire and Ghana; understands from a report on the protocol by Tulane 
University that none of the six articles calling for action has been fully implemented and that 
the required industry-wide reform in the cocoa sector has not taken place; commends the 10 
Campaign run by civil society groups across the world, including the International Labor 
Rights Forum, World Vision and Stop the Traffik, and would welcome widespread support for 
the petition to end the trafficking of children in the cocoa industry. 
 
Supported by: Christina McKelvie, Bill Kidd, Rob Gibson, Dave Thompson, Gordon 
MacDonald, David Torrance, Kevin Stewart, Dennis Robertson, Joe FitzPatrick, Adam 
Ingram, Gil Paterson, Kenneth Gibson, Margaret Burgess, Hugh Henry, John Wilson, Richard 
Lyle, Alison Johnstone, Joan McAlpine, Jean Urquhart, Mike MacKenzie, Stuart McMillan, 
Margaret McDougall, Humza Yousaf, Annabelle Ewing  
 
S4M-01079 - Neil Bibby : Paddle Keeps Turning on the Campaign to Save the Waverley: 
That the Parliament notes that the last scheduled sailing of the season of the paddle steamer, 
Waverley, is on 16 October 2011; congratulates Waverley Steam Navigation Company on 
raising funds for continued conservation of the ship, giving hope for its sailing next year; 
welcomes donations pledged by Inverclyde Council and North Ayrshire Council to 
complement the support already received from Glasgow City Council; further welcomes the 
Scottish Government's indication that it will help find a long-term solution for what it considers 
the iconic ship, and hopes that the Waverley will continue to sail beyond next year, the 200th 
anniversary of steam navigation on the Clyde. 
 
Supported by: John Pentland, Michael McMahon, Bill Kidd, Sandra White, Patricia Ferguson, 
Rob Gibson, Bill Walker, David Torrance, Roderick Campbell, Dennis Robertson, Kenneth 
Gibson, Margaret Burgess, Derek Mackay, Fiona McLeod, Richard Lyle, Margaret McCulloch, 
Neil Findlay, Chic Brodie, Joan McAlpine, Paul Wheelhouse, Jean Urquhart, Mike MacKenzie, 
Stewart Maxwell, Stuart McMillan, Margaret McDougall, Mary Fee, Hanzala Malik, Drew 
Smith, Jenny Marra  
 
S4M-01099 - Richard Simpson: Communication Saves: That the Parliament considers that 
early investment in speech and language therapy reduces avoidable costs and waste in 
health services, local authorities, education, the justice system and the wider economy in Mid 
Scotland and Fife and the rest of Scotland; recognises that the provision of speech and 
language therapy services is estimated to deliver an annual net gain of £61.2 million to the 
Scottish economy; is concerned that budgetary pressures are already forcing cutbacks in 
local services; welcomes the Royal College of Speech and Language Therapists’ 
Communication Saves event in Scotland on 26 October 2011, which aims to increase 
understanding of the role of speech and language therapy and to show how therapy 
transforms lives and releases value for government, society and the economy, and believes 
that maintaining access to quality speech and language therapy services as much as possible 
within current financial constraints should be a priority. 
 
Supported by: Jamie Hepburn, John Pentland, Patricia Ferguson, Malcolm Chisholm, Colin 
Beattie, David Torrance, John Lamont, Christine Grahame, Fiona McLeod, Richard Lyle, 
Drew Smith, Willie Rennie, Nanette Milne, Alison McInnes, Jenny Marra  
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S4M-01140 - Jamie Hepburn: Scotland Backs the Robin Hood Tax: That the Parliament 
notes that the sixth G20 heads of government meeting, to facilitate discussion about financial 
markets and the global economy, is to take place on 3 and 4 November 2011; recognises that 
France, which currently holds the G20 presidency, Spain, Germany, Austria, Belgium, South 
Africa, Brazil, Japan, Norway and Argentina all back the implementation of a financial 
transactions tax (FTT), also known as the Robin Hood tax; notes that, if implemented, FTT 
would be imposed on speculative trading in shares, bonds, foreign exchange and derivatives; 
believes that FTT would offer an equitable tool for generating revenue to bolster the global 
economy and tackle global poverty and climate change; further believes that it would 
safeguard against cuts to those public services that people in Cumbernauld and Kilsyth and 
across Scotland rely on; notes with disappointment the UK Government’s opposition to such a 
tax on an EU-wide basis; further notes that a recent YouGov poll, commissioned by Oxfam 
Scotland, suggested that 62% of Scots agreed with a tax on transactions between financial 
institutions, and would welcome full consideration of the implementation of an FTT.  
 
Supported by: Bill Kidd, James Dornan, Sandra White, Rob Gibson, Marco Biagi, David 
Torrance, Kevin Stewart, Maureen Watt, Dennis Robertson, Adam Ingram, Gil Paterson, 
George Adam, Fiona McLeod, John Wilson, Richard Lyle, Neil Findlay, John Finnie, Mike 
MacKenzie, Mary Fee, Patrick Harvie, Bob Doris 
 
S4M-01144 - Murdo Fraser: Legal Education—That the Parliament notes the Law Society 
of Scotland’s findings that “increasing the public’s knowledge and understanding of the law 
would have significant benefits for the legal system and for society as a whole”; notes 
initiatives in this area such as the Consumer Focus Scotland joint seminar with the Scottish 
Government in March 2009 on public legal education (PLE), which aimed to raise the profile 
of PLE and stimulate debate about how a more strategic approach to this issue might be 
developed in Scotland, and more recently, in June 2011, Consumer Focus Scotland’s 
seminar, Developing a strategic approach to building legal capability in Scotland, which aimed 
to bring a wide group of stakeholders together to discuss the developing concept of legal 
capability, recognised in other jurisdictions as being the desired outcome from PLE activity, 
and believes that there needs to be a renewed impetus for legal and consumer rights 
education in Mid Scotland and Fife and across the rest of the country. 
 
Supported by: Hanzala Malik, Jamie McGrigor 
 
S4M-01201 - Linda Fabiani: The Rory MacFadyen Breakfast Show—That the Parliament 
congratulates Rory MacFadyen from East Kilbride on his successful show for Radio 
Duncanrig, The Rory MacFadyen Breakfast Show, which recently featured at the Educational 
Showcase Stage at the 2011 Scottish Learning Festival; understands that Rory, who attends 
the communication support base at East Kilbride's Duncanrig Secondary School, has used 
his experience at the school’s radio station to improve his communication skills; commends 
the staff at Duncanrig Secondary School for their innovation in finding new ways to assist their 
pupils and help them achieve their full potential, and praises the staff of BBC Radio 2’s Chris 
Evans' Breakfast Show for supporting the school by producing a jingle for Rory’s show. 
 
Supported by: Gil Paterson, Hugh Henry, Jamie Hepburn, David Torrance, Margaret 
McCulloch  
 
S4M-01238 - Stuart McMillan: Shipbuilding Coming Home, Congratulations to Ferguson 
Shipbuilders of Port Glasgow—That the Parliament congratulates Ferguson Shipbuilders of 
Port Glasgow on becoming the preferred bidder for the £20 million contract to build the 
world’s first two hybrid ferries for CMAL Ltd; notes that this order is being financed by the 
Scottish Government and will safeguard 75 jobs and create another 100 as well as 
approximately 20 apprenticeships; further notes that these will be the first ships that Ferguson 
Shipbuilders has built in four years; commends the workforce for its skills and dedication to 
wanting to build ships and considers that these orders will once again put commercial Clyde 
shipbuilding back on the world map; further considers the winning of this order to be pivotal 
for the Scottish shipbuilding industry, and suggests that Port Glasgow’s history and legacy in 
shipbuilding also has a bright future with shipbuilding coming home. 
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Supported by: Annabel Goldie, Linda Fabiani, Adam Ingram, Chic Brodie, Gil Paterson, John 
Wilson, George Adam, Roderick Campbell, Dave Thompson, Bill Kidd, Nigel Don, Dennis 
Robertson, Colin Beattie, Bob Doris, Margaret McDougall, Angus MacDonald, Mike 
MacKenzie, Mark McDonald, Derek Mackay, David Torrance, Bill Walker, Kevin Stewart, 
John Mason 
 
S4M-01252 - Humza Yousaf: Continuation of Reshaping Care Change Fund—That the 
Parliament welcomes the three-year continuation of the Reshaping Care Change Fund 
announced in the Scottish Government's draft budget; believes that it has the potential to 
catalyse the shift to preventative public services *in Glasgow and across Scotland* and 
recognises the key contribution that the third sector will make to the agenda; *further 
recognises the importance of* the third sector in all local change partnerships, and *believes* 
that spending on prevention and early intervention are the highest priorities. 
 
Supported by: Annabelle Ewing, Christine Grahame, Fiona McLeod, Jean Urquhart, Maureen 
Watt, Sandra White, Adam Ingram, Chic Brodie, Gil Paterson, Kenneth Gibson, Aileen 
McLeod, George Adam, Roderick Campbell, Rob Gibson, James Dornan, Bill Kidd, Dennis 
Robertson, Colin Beattie, Jamie Hepburn, Christina McKelvie, Stuart McMillan, Bob Doris, 
Joe FitzPatrick, Richard Lyle, Clare Adamson, John Finnie, Mike MacKenzie, Joan McAlpine, 
Paul Wheelhouse, Mark McDonald, Derek Mackay, Mary Fee, David Torrance, Kevin Stewart, 
Graeme Dey, Margaret Burgess, John Mason  
 
S4M-01265 - Siobhan McMahon: Disability History Month—That the Parliament welcomes 
the UK’s second Disability History Month; notes that “Celebrating our struggle for equality” will 
be the theme for 2011 and that its purpose is to raise the profile of disabled people’s rights 
and to advocate disability equality by celebrating the historical and contemporary struggles 
and the achievements of disabled people globally; further notes that, by taking place between 
the 22 November and 22 December, the event will cover International HIV/AIDS Day, 
International Day of People with Disabilities and International Human Rights Day; considers 
that the UK Government’s latest spending cuts will have a disproportionate and unfair impact 
on disabled people across Scotland, and particularly those in Central Scotland, and would 
welcome recognition and a celebration of the second UK Disability History Month. 

Supported by: Patricia Ferguson, Christina McKelvie, Michael McMahon, Anne McTaggart, 
Johann Lamont, Drew Smith, Kezia Dugdale, Mike MacKenzie, Jackie Baillie, Annabelle 
Ewing, Patrick Harvie, John Finnie, Mary Fee, Mark Griffin, Richard Simpson, Mark 
McDonald, Hanzala Malik, Richard Lyle, Margaret Burgess, John Mason, Margaret 
McCulloch, Jim Eadie, Fiona McLeod, Bill Kidd, Jamie Hepburn, Dennis Robertson, Neil 
Bibby, Claudia Beamish, David Torrance, John Pentland, Sarah Boyack, Gil Paterson, Jenny 
Marra, Hugh Henry, George Adam, Paul Wheelhouse, Elaine Murray, Rhoda Grant, Joan 
McAlpine, Helen Eadie, Graeme Dey, Maureen Watt, Margaret McDougall, Claire Baker, John 
Park, Linda Fabiani, Joe FitzPatrick, Stewart Maxwell, Stuart McMillan 

S4M-01352 - Johann Lamont: Sir Alex Ferguson, 25 Years at Old Trafford—That the 
Parliament celebrates the achievements and longevity of former Scotland and current 
Manchester United manager Sir Alex Ferguson; recognises his long-standing pride and 
dedication to his roots and early life in Govan, in the shipyards and in the trade union 
movement; notes that his subsequent managerial career has brought him success at East 
Stirlingshire, St Mirren, Aberdeen and now Manchester United; congratulates him on reaching 
25 years as the manager of one of the world’s biggest clubs; applauds Manchester United for 
recognising this landmark by naming a stand at Old Trafford after him; congratulates him on a 
trophy-laden career that has seen his teams win 48 major trophies, including six in Europe 
and two in world football, making him the most successful manager in British footballing 
history, and recognises and acknowledges that, while he is famed across the world for his 
achievements, he continues to support the people and community from which his talent 
flourished. 
 
Supported by: Jackie Baillie, Nanette Milne, Patricia Ferguson, Sarah Boyack, Duncan 
McNeil, Gil Paterson, Hugh Henry, James Kelly, Lewis Macdonald, Malcolm Chisholm, 
Richard Simpson, George Adam, Roderick Campbell, John Pentland, Hanzala Malik, Bill 
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Kidd, Jamie Hepburn, David Stewart, Kezia Dugdale, John Park, Richard Lyle, Joan 
McAlpine, Anne McTaggart, Neil Findlay, Graeme Pearson, Mary Fee, David Torrance, Drew 
Smith, Graeme Dey, Marco Biagi, John Mason  
 
S4M-01384 - Michael McMahon: Good Life, Good Death, Good Grief—That the 
Parliament welcomes the establishment of Good Life, Good Death, Good Grief, Scotland's 
new broad-based alliance to promote more openness toward death, dying and bereavement; 
understands that 55,000 people die in Scotland each year and notes that death is normal and 
affects everyone; further notes that Good Life, Good Death, Good Grief is working to make 
Scotland a place where people are aware of ways to live with death, dying and bereavement 
and are better equipped to support each other through the difficult times that can come with 
them; believes that there are things that individuals and communities in Uddingston and 
Bellshill and across the country can actively do to help friends through difficult times relating 
to death, dying and bereavement, and commends the Scottish Partnership for Palliative Care 
for instigating the new alliance. 
 
Supported by: Mary Fee, Kenneth Gibson, Siobhan McMahon, Patricia Ferguson, Mary 
Scanlon, Malcolm Chisholm, Richard Lyle, Jamie McGrigor, Anne McTaggart, Lewis 
Macdonald, Helen Eadie, Nanette Milne, Mike MacKenzie, Hugh Henry, David Torrance, 
Mark Griffin, Jamie Hepburn, Gil Paterson, Fiona McLeod, John Park, Rhoda Grant  
 
S4M-01407 Sandra White: International Day of Disabled People—That the Parliament 
notes the International Day of Disabled People, which takes places on 3 December 2011; 
notes that the day aims to promote an understanding of disability issues and mobilise support 
for the dignity, rights and wellbeing of disabled people; commends the work of organisations 
and individuals across Scotland in supporting disabled people in leading a full life; notes that 
these include the Glasgow-based group, Indepen-dance, which brings together disabled and 
non-disabled people through a core programme of dance classes, outreach projects and 
performance to create opportunities for people with diverse abilities and their carers to enjoy, 
express and fulfil their potential through dance, and wishes Indepen-dance and other groups 
seeking to empower the lives of disabled people all the best in their future endeavours. 
 
Supported by: Jamie Hepburn, Liam McArthur, Rhoda Grant, Stewart Maxwell  
 
S4M-01454 - Sandra White: Glasgow’s International Financial District—That the 
Parliament notes the 10th anniversary of the creation of Glasgow’s International Financial 
District (IFSD); considers the IFSD to have been an overwhelming success for Glasgow and 
Scotland as a whole since its establishment with the creation of 11,500 jobs; believes that 
such success clearly demonstrates the continuing attractiveness of Scotland as a place for 
international investment as evidenced by the recent announcement by esure of a further 150 
jobs in addition to the current 780 esure employees in the IFSD, and hopes that with ongoing 
support Glasgow’s IFSD will continue to flourish. 
 
Supported by: Jamie Hepburn, Margaret Burgess, David Torrance, Annabelle Ewing, Fiona 
McLeod, Rob Gibson, Mike MacKenzie, Adam Ingram, John Mason, Humza Yousaf, Jackie 
Baillie, Richard Lyle, Dennis Robertson, Bill Kidd, Kenneth Gibson, Bob Doris, Mark 
McDonald  
 
S4M-01542# - Annabel Goldie: Volunteer Centre East Dunbartonshire—That the 
Parliament congratulates the Kirkintilloch-based Volunteer Centre East Dunbartonshire; 
understands that the centre provides a central point for volunteering throughout East 
Dunbartonshire and that it aims to encourage and support local people who wish to offer their 
services to help others in their community; recognises the Volunteer Champions Project, a 
school-based initiative that promotes volunteering to teenagers; believes that, by 
volunteering, local young people are showing dedication and clearly have a social 
conscience; applauds the befriending service, which pairs a volunteer with an isolated adult, 
providing what it considers to be a vital source of friendship, assistance and company that 
reflects an admirable model of being a good neighbour, and commends what it sees as the 
excellent contribution that this organisation and the voluntary sector make to the community. 
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Supported by: John Lamont*, Jim Hume*, Stuart McMillan*, Kenneth Gibson*, Jamie 
McGrigor*, Bill Kidd*, Margaret Mitchell*, Sarah Boyack*, Ruth Davidson*, Fiona McLeod*, 
Colin Beattie*, Jackie Baillie*, David Torrance*, Richard Lyle*, Mike MacKenzie*, Gil 
Paterson*, Sandra White* 
 
S4M-01556: Christine Grahame: The Work of Citizens Advice Scotland—That the 
Parliament recognises the vital work of Citizens Advice Scotland (CAS) on the high streets of 
the Scottish Borders, Midlothian and throughout Scotland, delivering free and often urgent 
advice; notes that in 2010-11 bureaux throughout Scotland dealt with 560,303 issues of which 
there were 203,000 new benefit issues, an increase of 8% on the previous year; notes that, in 
particular, CAS is concerned at the 33% increase in the number of new Employment and 
Support Allowance issues, which are time consuming and stressful for bureaux and clients, 
and that client applications to charities for assistance such as food parcels almost doubled in 
2010-11; is concerned that with threatened cuts to benefits the situation for many will not 
improve and that further demands will be made of the service, and hopes that this service, 
which it considers both vital and approachable, will be able to continue to provide support for 
people who are often the most needy in society. 

Supported by: Neil Findlay, Chic Brodie, Kenneth Gibson, Kevin Stewart, Bill Kidd, Humza 
Yousaf, Colin Keir, Margaret Burgess, Richard Lyle, Roderick Campbell, Joe FitzPatrick, Mike 
MacKenzie, David Torrance, Gil Paterson, Bob Doris, John Mason, Jackie Baillie, James 
Dornan, Rob Gibson, Adam Ingram, Sarah Boyack, Dennis Robertson, Paul Wheelhouse, 
Annabelle Ewing, Mark McDonald, Marco Biagi, Jamie Hepburn, Fiona McLeod, Colin 
Beattie, David Stewart 

S4M-01558: Margaret Burgess: High-interest Payday Loans—That the Parliament notes 
with concern the recent report from R3, the trade body for insolvency professionals, regarding 
high-interest payday loans; understands that the report suggests that there is a likelihood that 
many people have turned to such loans as a last resort in the run-up to the Christmas period; 
highlights that the report also claims that the interest rates on such loans can be up to 5,000% 
per year and that the payday loan sector is worth £2 billion; notes that the UK Government 
could introduce stronger crisis loan regulation to protect consumers, especially vulnerable 
people, and that it could tackle the issue of dishonest and irresponsible lending; further notes 
that that those in need of assistance can seek advice from National Debt Line Scotland or 
their local citizens advice bureau or money advice centre before taking out such loans, and 
welcomes the development of credit unions such as the Kilwinning-based 1st Alliance, which, 
it understands, offers affordable credit and encourages saving. 

Supported by: Gordon MacDonald, Adam Ingram, Christina McKelvie, Kenneth Gibson, Bill 
Kidd, Paul Wheelhouse, John Finnie, Neil Findlay, Anne McTaggart, Mark McDonald, Alison 
Johnstone, Bill Walker, Colin Keir, Annabelle Ewing, Kevin Stewart, Mike MacKenzie, John 
Mason, Claudia Beamish, Marco Biagi, Gil Paterson, Jamie Hepburn, Graeme Pearson, 
David Torrance, George Adam 

S4M-01570: Rob Gibson: Remember Cunninghame Graham—That the Parliament 
congratulates Alan MacGillivray and John C McIntyre on the publication by Kennedy & Boyd, 
Glasgow of the collected stories and sketches of R B Cunninghame Graham in five volumes 
of one modern edition; celebrates their four years of work to present the works of what is 
considered one of Scotland’s finest writers for modern audiences to enjoy and that they may 
assess his place in Scotland's national literature; recalls the cross-party support for motion 
S3M-04228 by Rob Gibson, Remember Cunninghame Graham, "That the Parliament recalls 
the birth of Robert Bontine Cunninghame Graham on 24 May 1852; celebrates his 
adventurous life, which led him to champion the miners, the gauchos, the native Americans, 
the crofters and many others whom he considered were exploited by the wealthy and 
privileged; remembers that he took pivotal roles in founding the Scottish Labour Party, with 
Keir Hardie, in 1888 and the National Party of Scotland in 1928; considers that, after his 
tenure as an MP from 1886 to 1892, his trenchant and humane writings inspired many others 
and, in particular, inspired Joseph Conrad to write The Heart of Darkness and Nostromo; 
commends his writing to all those who value humanity and social justice today, and calls on 
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the Parliament and Scottish Government to prepare appropriate celebrations in 2012 for the 
160th anniversary of his birth.", and considers that there is a need for a major celebration of 
Cunninghame Graham during 2012. 

Supported by: Kevin Stewart, James Dornan, Hugh Henry, Kenneth Gibson, Gil Paterson, 
Annabelle Ewing, Richard Lyle, Margaret Burgess, Dennis Robertson, John Finnie, Roderick 
Campbell, Jamie Hepburn, Stuart McMillan, Humza Yousaf, Adam Ingram, John Mason, 
Maureen Watt, Mike MacKenzie, Colin Beattie, Bob Doris, Joe FitzPatrick, David Torrance, 
Christina McKelvie, Christine Grahame, George Adam, Mark McDonald, Bill Kidd 

 
Record of Members’ Business taken by the Parliament from 8 June 2011 

Date MSP Party Subject 
8/6/2011 Marco Biagi SNP Green Investment in Edinburgh 
9/6/2011 Elaine Murray LAB Ban on Use of Wild Animals in 

Circuses 
15/6/2011 Bob Doris SNP Fighting Sectarianism and Anti-Irish 

Racism 
16/6/2011 Mark McDonald SNP North Sea Taxation 
22/6/2011 Elaine Smith LAB There is a Better Way 
23/6/2011 Stuart McMillan SNP David MacBrayne Group Supports 

Coastguards 
29/6/11 Margaret Mitchell CON Police Complaints Commissioner for 

Scotland 
30/6/11 Willie Coffey SNP The Scheme 
7/9/11 David Stewart LAB Young Drivers 
8/9/11 Aileen McLeod SNP Flavour Fortnight 2011 
14/9/11 Rob Gibson SNP Remembering the Russian Arctic 

Convoys 
15/9/11 Hugh Henry LAB Upper Clyde Shipbuilders 
21/9/11 Bill Kidd SNP UN International Day of Peace, 21 

September 2011 
22/9/11 Jamie Hepburn SNP Save the Children Report, Making 

Work Pay – The Childcare Trap 
28/9/11 James Dornan SNP Battling Scotland’s Drinking Culture 
29/9/11 Paul Martin LAB Stop the Closure of Lightburn Hospital 
5/10/11 Rob Gibson SNP Germany Exits Nuclear Energy 
6/10/11 Christine Grahame SNP Jeremy Hunt Doesn’t Get the Picture 

so Neither Does the Borders 
26/10/11 Jenny Marra LAB Fuel Poverty in Scotland 
2/11/11 Sandra White SNP Mordechai Vanunu, Israel’s Nuclear 

Whistleblower 
3/11/11 James Kelly LAB Nail the Rogues Campaign 
9/11/11 Margaret Mitchell CON Prescription Medicine Waste 
10/11/11 Liam McArthur LD Damaging Impact of Air Discount 

Scheme Changes 
16/11/11 Dave Thompson SNP The People’s Bible 
17/11/11 Siobhan McMahon LAB British Heart Foundation’s Heart Start 

Event 
23/11/11 Jim Eadie SNP Act of Settlement 
24/11/11 John Scott CON Provision of Orthopaedic Trauma 

Services at Ayr Hospital 
24/11/11 Christina McKelvie SNP Nuclear Test Veterans 
30/11/11 Kevin Stewart SNP St Andrew’s Day 
1/12/11 Neil Findlay LAB Community Benefit and the 

Cumulative Impact of Windfarm 
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Date MSP Party Subject 
Developments in Communities 

7/12/11 Sandra White SNP Truth About Youth Project 
8/12/11 Rhoda Grant LAB MS, Better Care 
14/12/11 Stuart McMillan SNP Commending Petrol and Diesel Watch 
15/12/11 Sandra White SNP University of Glasgow Ranked First in 

the UK 
 

Record of Members’ Business taken by the Parliament in Session 4 

Party SNP LAB CON LD GRN IND TOTAL 

Frequency (no.) 20 10 3 1 0 0 34 
Frequency % 58.82 29.41 8.82 2.95 0 0 100 
 

 

BUSINESS MOTION 
 
Date of Lodging: 20 December 2011 
Short Title: Business Motion 
Bruce Crawford on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau: That the 
Parliament agrees the following revision to the programme of business for 
Wednesday 21 December 2011— 

after 

followed by Scottish Government Debate: Delivery and Legacy of the 
Commonwealth Games 

insert 

followed by Ministerial Statement: Outcome of End of Year Fishing Negotiations 

  

 

 

BUSINESS MOTION 
 
Date of Lodging: 20 December 2011 
Short Title: Business Motion 
Bruce Crawford on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau: That the 
Parliament agrees the following programme of business— 
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Wednesday 11 January 2012 

2.30 pm Time for Reflection 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Education and Culture Committee Debate: Inquiry into the 
Educational Attainment Levels of Looked After Children 

followed by Business Motion 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business 

Thursday 12 January 2012 

9.15 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Scottish Labour Party Business 

11.40 am General Question Time 

12.00 pm First Minister’s Question Time 

2.15 pm Themed Question Time 
 Health, Wellbeing and Cities Strategy 

2.55 pm Scottish Government Debate: Improving Learning Outcomes for All 
Young People in 2012 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business 

Wednesday 18 January 2012 

2.30 pm Time for Reflection 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Scottish Government Business 

followed by Business Motion 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business 

Thursday 19 January 2012 

9.15 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Scottish Government Business 

11.40 am General Question Time 

12.00 pm First Minister’s Question Time 
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2.15 pm Themed Question Time 
 Culture and External Affairs; 
 Infrastructure and Capital Investment 

2.55 pm Scottish Government Business 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business  

 

 

BUSINESS MOTION 
 
Date of Lodging: 20 December 2011 
Short Title: Business Motion 
Bruce Crawford on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau: That the 
Parliament agrees that consideration of the Criminal Cases (Punishment and 
Review) (Scotland) Bill at Stage 1 be completed by 30 March 2012.  

 

 

 

 

SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT 
PARLIAMENTARY BUREAU MOTION 

 
Date of Lodging: 20 December 2011 
Short Title:  
Bruce Crawford on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau: That the 
Parliament agrees that the Crofting Commission (Elections) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2011 [draft] be approved. 
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SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT 
PARLIAMENTARY BUREAU MOTION 

 
Date of Lodging: 20 December 2011 
Short Title:  
Bruce Crawford on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau: That the 
Parliament agrees that the London Olympic Games and Paralympic Games 
(Advertising and Trading) (Scotland) Regulations 2011 [draft] be approved. 
 
 
 
 
 

SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT 
PARLIAMENTARY BUREAU MOTION 

 
Date of Lodging: 20 December 2011 
Short Title:  
Bruce Crawford on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau: That the 
Parliament agrees that the Storage of Carbon Dioxide (Licensing etc.) 
(Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2011 [draft] be approved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT 
PARLIAMENTARY BUREAU MOTION 

 
Date of Lodging: 20 December 2011 
Short Title:  
Bruce Crawford on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau: That the 
Parliament agrees that the Scottish Natural Heritage Code of Practice on 
Deer Management be approved. 
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PARLIAMENTARY BUREAU 

APPROVAL OF SSIs 

 
Introduction 
 

1. The Bureau is invited to agree the following motions— 
 

 Bruce Crawford on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau: That the Parliament 
 agrees that the following instruments be approved: 
 

the Storage of Carbon Dioxide (Licensing etc.) (Scotland) Amendment 
Regulations 2011 [draft]; 
 
the London Olympic Games and Paralympic Games (Advertising and 
Trading)(Scotland) Regulations 2011 [draft]; 
 
the Crofting Commission (Elections) (Scotland) Regulations 2011 [draft]; and 

 
the Scottish Natural Heritage Code of Practice on Deer Management. 

 
Purpose and consideration by committee 
 
The Storage of Carbon Dioxide (Licensing etc.) (Scotland) Amendment 
Regulations 2011 [draft] 
 

2. The purpose of the Regulations is to partly implement Directive 2009/31/EC of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 23 April 2009 on the geological storage of 
carbon dioxide. A consultation carried out by the Department for Business Enterprise 
& Regulatory Reform in June 2008, “Towards Carbon Capture and Storage”, sought 
views on steps that could be taken to prepare for and support the deployment of 
carbon capture and storage technologies. The consultation was largely based on the 
proposals for the Directive. The Scottish Government supported this consultation 
across the UK on the basis that Scottish industrial stakeholders had expressed a 
preference for one single UK consultation and the Scottish Ministers have been 
informed by the views expressed in making this instrument. 
 

3. The Economy, Energy and Tourism Committee considered the instrument at its 
meeting on 7 December 2011. After debate, the motion to approve the instrument was 
agreed. 
 
The London Olympic Games and Paralympic Games (Advertising and 
Trading)(Scotland) Regulations 2011 [draft] 
 

4. The instrument controls advertising and trading activity in a designated area in 
Glasgow in respect of the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games events at 
Hampden Park during a period when those events take place. 
 

5. The Health and Sport Committee considered the instrument at its meeting on 13 
December 2011. After debate, the motion to approve the instrument was agreed. 
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Crofting Commission (Elections) (Scotland) Regulations 2011 [draft] 
 

6. The instrument was laid under section 60(3)(b) of the Crofters (Scotland) Act 1993 and 
is part of a suite of regulations supporting the implementation of the Crofting Reform 
(Scotland) Act 2010. The purpose of the instrument is to set out the arrangements 
under which elections to the Crofting Commission are to be conducted and include 
issues relating to electors, candidates, constituencies, absent and proxy votes, ballot 
papers and the ballot process and requirements. 
 

7. The Rural Affairs, Climate Change and Environment Committee considered the 
instrument at its meeting on 14 December 2011. After debate, the motion to approve 
the instrument was agreed. 
 
Scottish Natural Heritage Code of Practice on Deer Management 
 

8. The Code is subject to the affirmative procedure (Rule 10.6) and therefore it is for the 
Committee to recommend to the Parliament whether the Code should be approved. 
The Code was introduced by section 27 of the Wildlife and Natural Environment 
(Scotland) Act 2011 (WANE Act). The Wane Act inserted a new section, section 5A, 
into the Deer (Scotland) Act 1996 which requires Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) to 
draw up such a Code. The WANE Act requires that SNH submit the Code to Scottish 
Ministers for approval by the Parliament. The purpose of the Code is to provide better 
support and guidance for deer managers by setting out responsible deer management 
practice. 
 

9. The Rural Affairs, Climate Change and Environment Committee considered the 
instrument at its meeting on 14 December 2011. After debate, the motion to approve 
the Code was agreed. 
 
 
Parliamentary Business Team 
December 2011 
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PARLIAMENTARY BUREAU 
 
CRIMINAL CASES (PUNISHMENT AND REVIEW) (SCOTLAND) BILL – 
STAGE 1 TIMETABLE 
 

1. At its meeting on 6 December 2011, the Bureau agreed to refer the Criminal 
Cases (Punishment and Review) (Scotland) Bill to the Justice Committee as 
lead committee for consideration of the Bill at Stage 1. 
 

2. The Bureau is now invited to recommend to the Parliament a deadline of 30 
March 2012 for consideration of the Bill at this Stage. 
 
Parliamentary Business Team 
December 2011 
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PARLIAMENTARY BUREAU 
 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND REGENERATION COMMITTEE: REQUEST TO 
APPOINT AN ADVISER 
 
Local Government and Regeneration Committee inquiry: Public Services Reform 
and Local Government: strand 1 – partnerships and outcomes 
 
Background 
 

1. At its meeting on 7 December 2011, the Local Government and Regeneration 
Committee considered and agreed its approach to its inquiry into Public Services 
Reform. As part of its approach, it agreed to separate the inquiry into three strands and 
seek the appointment of one or more advisers to assist with the three different strands 
of the inquiry. 
 

2. The main aim of the inquiry is to examine, reflect on and report on the current situation 
in relation to public sector reform as it affects local government in Scotland and its 
delivery partners.  

Appointment of adviser 
 

3. It is proposed that an adviser be appointed at a standard day rate, not exceeding 15 
days in total, for strand 1 of the inquiry on partnerships and outcomes.  
 
Adviser specification 
 
Adviser duties 

4. The role of the adviser will be to assist the Committee in all aspects of the inquiry and in 
particular to provide expert advice on the community planning process and its 
development to date and the development and operation of Single Outcome 
Agreements and their role in shaping service delivery and outcomes in local areas. The 
adviser would also assist in the identification or relevant witnesses, prepare briefing 
papers for the Committee, consider the evidence gathered, provide specialist expertise 
to clarify ad hoc enquiries from the Committee and members of the clerking team and 
assist in drafting and finalising the Committee’s report on strand 1 of the inquiry.  
 
Person specification 

5. The individual should be a recognised expert in the field of local government. The 
adviser must— 
 
• Have knowledge of the Community Planning and Single Outcome Agreement 

processes in Scotland and preferably, have a knowledge and understanding of the 
implementation of similar policies in other parts of the United Kingdom; and 

 
• Be able to demonstrate credibility in the relevant subject areas.  
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The individual should also have the following skills and abilities— 
 

• Have proven analytical and interpretative skills 
• Have the ability to deal with evidence from a wide range of sources 
• Possess good oral and written communication skills and the ability to present and 

disseminate data in an accessible style 
• Have an ability to deal accurately with follow-up queries and offer clarification 

and explanation 
• Be able to demonstrate that he or she has the time to undertake the work. 

 
Conditions of appointment 

6. As an expert in the field, the adviser may well have had an involvement with the main 
public bodies involved in providing services. Any such interests will be declared in the 
interests of transparency and accountability. 
 
Time commitment 

7. It is envisaged that the adviser will spend the equivalent of up to 15 days supporting the 
Committee.  The table below gives an indicative division of the time: 
 
Meetings with clerks/Convener 1.5 days 
Overview of relevant documentation and evidence 3.5 days 
Preparation of questions to witnesses 2 days 
Preparation of briefings and presentations to 
members 

3 days 

Attendance at meetings 3 days 
Analysis of evidence and input to final report 2 days 

 
Work schedule 
 

8. It is estimated that the role and workload of the adviser should be completed within 15 
days during a six-month period. It can therefore be encompassed within the 15 days 
allowed for by the fast-track procedure. 
 
Decision 
 

9. It is requested that the Bureau approve the appointment of an adviser to assist the 
Local Government and Regeneration Committee in its inquiry into Public Services 
Reform and Local Government: strand 1 – partnerships and outcomes. 
 
 
Local Government and Regeneration Committee 
December 2011 
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PARLIAMENTARY BUREAU 
 
UK PUBLIC BODIES ACT; SECTION 9 ORDERS 
 
 
Introduction 

1. This paper invites the Bureau to consider a procedure for giving consent to orders 
affecting devolved interests brought forward under section 9 of the UK Public Bodies 
Act. 
 
Background 

2. The UK Public Bodies Act gives UK Ministers the authority to abolish, merge or transfer 
the functions of public bodies listed in schedules to the Act. The Act is largely enabling 
legislation and any changes to public bodies would take place via secondary legislation, 
with orders being brought forward at Westminster. 
 

3. Most of the bodies listed in the schedules to the Act operate wholly in the reserved area. 
However, the public body landscape across the UK includes bodies operating in both 
the reserved and devolved areas, commonly referred to as 'Cross-Border Public 
Authorities'. Section 9 of the Public Bodies Act requires orders affecting these public 
bodies to be consented to by the Scottish Parliament. 
  

4. The coming into force of section 9 of the Act will require new arrangements for the 
Scottish Parliament to give its consent to orders affecting devolved interests. This may 
require a new procedure in Standing Orders. The Presiding Officer has asked the 
Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments Committee to consider what 
arrangements may need to be put in place to allow Parliament to consent to these 
orders and what changes may be required to Standing Orders. 
 

5. The Act has just received Royal Assent and it is understood that some orders which 
affect devolved areas could be brought forward at Westminster in the next few weeks. 
 
Informal arrangements 

6. The Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments Committee (“SPPA Committee”) 
is likely to consider in the new year what new procedures are required to consent to the 
orders. If orders affecting devolved interests are brought forward in advance of changes 
to Standing Orders having being agreed, there may need to be temporary arrangements 
for considering these orders. 
 

7. Officials from the Scottish Parliament and the Scottish Government have discussed 
informally how temporary arrangements might work. It is understood that the section 9 
provisions in UK Public Bodies Act will represent the first occasion that the Scottish 
Parliament has been required to consent to UK secondary legislation before it can come 
into force. One option would therefore be to adapt the procedure currently used for the 
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Parliament to consent to UK primary legislation: the Legislative Consent Memorandum 
procedure. 
 

8. If an LCM-style procedure was adopted in the interim, the following temporary 
arrangements could apply. The views of members of the Bureau are invited on these 
arrangements. 
 
Process 

9. The process would begin with an order which affects devolved interests being laid at 
Westminster under the Public Bodies Act. The next stage could be for the Scottish 
Government to bring forward a memorandum stating its views on the order. The 
memorandum could be accompanied by a copy of the order, plus all the relevant 
accompanying documents required under the UK Act.  Although, in advance of Standing 
Order changes, this material could not be formally laid before the Scottish Parliament, a 
copy of this material could be placed in SPICe so that it was available to members. 
 

10. The Bureau could then refer the memorandum to a ‘lead committee’ for further 
consideration. The Subordinate Legislation Committee could also have a role in 
considering the details of the order and reporting to the lead committee. After lead 
committee consideration of the memorandum (which could involve taking evidence), the 
lead committee could publish a report on the memorandum. 
 

11. It is suggested that the Scottish Government lodges an LCM-style consent motion after 
the report is published. The Parliament could then debate that motion in order to give its 
consent to the order (or not). It is suggested that the motion for debate would need to be 
clear and unambiguous as to whether Parliament has agreed to give its consent. 
 
Timescales 

12. The UK legislation does not set any timescale for the Scottish Parliament to give its 
consent (and neither does it place any absolute deadline for the UK Parliament to 
complete its consideration, albeit timescales of 40 days from the order being laid, or 60 
days if either House of Parliament so recommends, are set as periods after which the 
UK Parliament would consider whether to approve draft Orders). It would be open to the 
Bureau, if it so wished, to set an overall timescale for the Scottish Parliament to decide 
whether or not to give consent to an order. The Bureau could set a timescale by 
agreeing a date by which it intended to schedule a debate on the consent motion, and 
communicating this date to the lead committee and the Subordinate Legislation 
Committee so that they can plan their scrutiny. 
 

13. The Bureau could consider on a case by case basis, when a memorandum is brought 
forward, whether to set a timescale for parliamentary scrutiny (and what this timescale 
should be). It is suggested that a minimum of 40 days would be required from the date 
that the memorandum is brought forward to the date of the Chamber debate on the 
consent motion. This mirrors the timescale for affirmative instruments in the Scottish 
Parliament and would allow the Subordinate Legislation Committee time to report to the 
lead committee. 
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Remit of the Subordinate Legislation Committee 

14. A variation to Standing Orders would be required (under Rule 17.2) in order to bring 
scrutiny of memorandums brought forward by the Scottish Government within the remit 
of the Subordinate Legislation Committee. A proposed form of words for a motion to 
vary Standing Orders is set out below. It is proposed that the variation lasts until the 
summer recess to allow time for the Parliament to put in place permanent 
arrangements. 
 

In Rule 6.11, for paragraph 1(a)(ii) substitute— 

“orders under sections 1 to 5 of the Public Bodies Act 2011 requiring the consent 
of the Scottish Parliament in terms of section 9 of that Act;” 

Recommendation 

15. Views are invited on the proposed temporary arrangements described above. It would 
be open to the Bureau to reflect on how well these arrangements work in practice and 
make adjustments as appropriate. The SPPA Committee could also consider how well 
these temporary arrangements have worked when it comes to formalise permanent 
procedures in the new year. 
 

16. The Parliamentary Bureau is invited to— 
 

(a)  note that the Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments Committee has 
been invited to consider a new procedure to allow the Scottish Parliament to 
decide whether or not to give consent to orders affecting devolved interests 
brought forward under section 9 of the UK Public Bodies Act; 

(b)  consider and agree informal interim arrangements for handling the consent 
process (see paragraphs 9 to 13); and 

(c) agree to recommend to the Parliament a variation to the remit of the Subordinate 
Legislation Committee in order to allow that committee to consider 
memorandums brought forward by the Scottish Government on the orders. 

 

Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments Committee 
December 2011 
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