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AGENDA FOR MEETING ON TUESDAY 30 AUGUST 2011 
2.00 pm: Room Q1.03 
 
 
 
1. Minutes 

(a) Draft minutes of 28 June 2011   (attached) 
(b) Matters arising 
 

(attached) 

2. Future business programme 
 

(PB/S4/11/26) 
 

3. Scotland Bill Committee: appointment of panel of advisers (PB/S4/11/27) 
 

4. Scotland Bill Committee: suspension of Standing Orders (PB/S4/11/28) 
(PB/S4/11/29) 
 

5. Scotland Bill Committee: remit of the Committee 
 

 
 

6. Conveners Group: suspension of Standing Orders (PB/S4/11/30) 
   
7. Publication scheme – consideration of any exempt papers 

 
 

8. Date of next meeting – Tuesday 6 September 2011 
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PARLIAMENTARY BUREAU 
 
POSSIBLE MOTIONS FOR MEMBERS’ BUSINESS 
 
1. Bureau Members will be aware that under Rule 5.6.1(c) the Bureau has 

a duty to ensure that there is a period of time available for Members’ 
Business following Decision Time. 

   
2. Motions submitted for Members’ Business are shown below. 
 
 
S4M-00087#- Liam McArthur ( Orkney Islands ) ( Scottish Liberal Democrats ) : 
Damaging Impact of Air Discount Scheme Changes: That the Parliament notes the 
benefits that the Air Discount Scheme has brought to Scotland’s island communities since it 
was first introduced in 2006; considers that, even with the Air Discount Scheme reduction, the 
cost of flying to and from the islands imposes a considerable financial burden on island life; 
understands, therefore, the very real concerns that the exclusion of business travel from the 
Air Discount Scheme has caused to businesses as well as to the public and voluntary sectors 
in the islands; considers that the change, on which there was no prior consultation, means 
that businesses and other organisations now either have to face even higher travel costs or 
have to miss out on opportunities to take part in meetings and other events on the Scottish 
mainland and further afield, and would welcome an urgent review of the impact of the 
exclusion of business travel. 
 
Supported by: Tavish Scott, Jim Hume, Mary Scanlon, David Stewart, Willie Rennie, Rhoda 
Grant, Alison McInnes, Jamie McGrigor  
 
S4M-00151#- Jamie Hepburn ( Cumbernauld and Kilsyth ) (Scottish National Party ): 
North Lanarkshire Car Parking Charges: That the Parliament notes with concern the 
proposed car parking charges by North Lanarkshire Council for various town centre locations 
and railway station park and ride sites; considers that these charges will have a negative 
effect on residents and businesses in locations such as Kilsyth town centre and across North 
Lanarkshire, as well as discouraging use of rail as a mode of transport from stations such as 
Croy, Cumbernauld and Greenfaulds and throughout the local authority area, and believes 
that the proposals, which have been approved by North Lanarkshire Council's Planning and 
Transportation Committee and are now out to public consultation, are ill-considered. 
 
Supported by: Angus MacDonald, Bill Kidd, Colin Beattie, Adam Ingram, Gil Paterson, John 
Wilson, Margaret Mitchell, Richard Lyle, Chic Brodie, Mike MacKenzie, Stuart McMillan, 
Humza Yousaf  
 
S4M-00155#- Rob Gibson ( Caithness, Sutherland and Ross ) (Scottish National Party) : 
Germany Exits Nuclear Energy: That the Parliament welcomes the decision by the German 
Government to take its nuclear power plants offline by 2022, thus joining Switzerland, which 
recently announced its intention to be nuclear free by 2034; considers that this implies the 
provision of electricity from more renewable sources and compliments the German 
Government on its ambition, and considers that the Scottish Government target of 100% 
electricity produced from renewable sources is entirely achievable and can help 
reindustrialise many parts of Scotland, including renewable energy hubs in Caithness, 
Sutherland and Ross. 
 
Supported by: Jamie Hepburn, Bill Kidd, James Dornan, John Mason, Liam McArthur, Marco 
Biagi, Colin Keir, Colin Beattie, David Torrance, Kevin Stewart, Maureen Watt, Graeme Dey, 
Joe FitzPatrick, Adam Ingram, Derek Mackay, Fiona McLeod, John Wilson, Chic Brodie, 
Aileen McLeod, Joan McAlpine, Jean Urquhart, John Finnie, Mike MacKenzie, Stuart 
McMillan, Patrick Harvie, Bob Doris, Annabelle Ewing, Mark McDonald  
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S4M-00181#- James Dornan ( Glasgow Cathcart ) ( Scottish National Party ) : Battling 
Scotland’s Drinking Culture: That the Parliament welcomes the publication of the British 
Medical Association’s survey on the impact of alcohol on patients who had visited GP 
practices in Glasgow and across Scotland on one day in April 2011; is alarmed that GPs and 
practice nurses reported that there were more than 5,500 consultations in which it was 
considered that alcohol was a contributing factor to the visit; understands that this equates to 
an estimated more than two million consultations per year, costing the NHS in excess of £42 
million; believes that further action must be taken to curb Scotland’s drinking culture and raise 
awareness of the long-term damage to health that might arise from regular heavy alcohol 
consumption, and would welcome the urgent development of a package of measures to 
address this problem. 
 
Supported by: Jamie Hepburn, Bill Kidd, Sandra White, John Mason, Dave Thompson, Marco 
Biagi, Colin Beattie, Kevin Stewart, Joe FitzPatrick, Adam Ingram, Gil Paterson, Kenneth 
Gibson, George Adam, Hugh Henry, Fiona McLeod, Richard Lyle, Alison Johnstone, Chic 
Brodie, Aileen McLeod, Joan McAlpine, John Finnie, Mike MacKenzie, Stewart Maxwell, 
Stuart McMillan, Mark McDonald 
 
S4M-00279#- Hugh Henry ( Renfrewshire South ) ( Scottish Labour ) : Upper Clyde 
Shipbuilders: That the Parliament acknowledges the 40th anniversary of the Upper Clyde 
Shipbuilders' (UCS) work-in in 1971-72; notes that the UCS was formed in 1968 with the 
amalgamation of five major upper Clyde shipbuilders, Fairfields, Stephens, Connells, Yarrows 
and John Browns; recalls that the general election in June 1970 returned a Conservative 
government that cut back financial support for industry and allowed unemployment to rise 
above one million for the first time since 1945; notes that, after the government refused to 
save UCS from bankruptcy, Bob Fleming, Provost of Clydebank, protested that "the 
Government were trying to do to Clydebank what the Germans had failed to do in the Second 
World War"; pays tribute to the UCS shop stewards, led by Jimmy Reid, Jimmy Airlie and 
Sammy Barr assisted by Bob Dickie, Bob Cook, Sammy Gilmore, Willie McInnes and the 
entire work force at all levels, who instituted a work-in to take control of the yards and 
continue work on existing orders; considers that in doing so they asserted the right to work as 
a principle to be defended by workers across Britain; recognises the solidarity shown by 1,200 
shop stewards who came from all over the United Kingdom to pledge support; acknowledges 
the role of the 80,000, including many from Renfrewshire, who marched on 18 August 1971 
and the 200,000 who stopped work; honours the memory of the first Scottish Assembly on 
Unemployment of February 1972, convened to support the demands of the UCS workers and 
which called for the devolution of powers to defend jobs and employment; reaffirms the 
contemporary relevance of Jimmy Reid’s words in his 1972 rectorial address at the University 
of Glasgow, "A rat race is for rats. We're not rats. We're human beings. ... Profit is the sole 
criterion used by the establishment to evaluate economic activity. ... The power structures that 
have inevitably emerged from this approach threaten and undermine our hard-won 
democratic rights. ... Government by the people for the people becomes meaningless unless 
it includes major economic decision making by the people for the people.", and commends 
the Glow intranet for making this speech available to all schools in Scotland. 
 
Supported by: Elaine Smith, Jamie Hepburn, John Pentland, Patricia Ferguson, John Mason, 
James Kelly, Malcolm Chisholm, Helen Eadie, Kevin Stewart, Elaine Murray, Gil Paterson, 
Kenneth Gibson, Jackie Baillie, Ken Macintosh, Duncan McNeil, Derek Mackay, John Wilson, 
Siobhan McMahon, Kezia Dugdale, Neil Findlay, Joan McAlpine, David Stewart, John Finnie, 
Mike MacKenzie, Stewart Maxwell, Stuart McMillan, Margaret McDougall, Neil Bibby, Bob 
Doris, Anne McTaggart, Drew Smith, Richard Simpson, John Park  
 
S4M-00288#- David Stewart ( Highlands and Islands ) ( Scottish Labour ) : Retain Fort 
George: That the Parliament recognises the iconic status of Fort George, near Inverness, 
home to the garrison of The Black Watch, 3rd Battalion The Royal Regiment of Scotland; 
considers that, along with Fort George being an outstanding tourist attraction, the 570 soldiers 
and their families stationed there play a vitally important role in the local community; notes 
with concern recent press reports that the army base has been earmarked for closure, which 
would result in the relocation of the battalion; strongly believes that any plans to close Fort 
George would have severe economic consequences in Inverness and the surrounding areas 
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and have an adverse effect on tourism locally, including the plans for the redevelopment of 
the Highlanders’ Museum, and would welcome the preparation of a survival plan to save Fort 
George to ensure that it remains both a working army barracks and a premier tourist 
destination.  
 
Supported by: John Pentland, Patricia Ferguson, Dave Thompson, Maureen Watt, Elaine 
Murray, Kenneth Gibson, Jackie Baillie, Mark Griffin, Neil Findlay, Chic Brodie, Rhoda Grant, 
John Finnie, Mike MacKenzie, Stuart McMillan, Margaret McDougall, Hanzala Malik, Richard 
Simpson, John Park  
 
S4M-00382 - Bill Kidd ( Glasgow Anniesland ) ( Scottish National Party ) : Second Term 
for Ban Ki-moon: That the Parliament congratulates Ban Ki-moon on his unanimous re-
election as Secretary-General of the United Nations; notes that his second five-year term in 
office is scheduled to begin in January 2012; considers that, as secretary-general, he has 
proven to be remarkably popular worldwide, innovative and courageous, and believes that his 
five-point plan to rid the world of nuclear bombs and his work toward establishing a nuclear 
weapons convention are evidence of this.  
 
Supported by: Jamie Hepburn, Linda Fabiani, Sandra White, Rob Gibson, Roderick 
Campbell, Kevin Stewart, Joe FitzPatrick, Gil Paterson, Richard Lyle, Clare Adamson, Chic 
Brodie, John Finnie, Stuart McMillan, Humza Yousaf, Annabelle Ewing  
 
S4M-00453#- John Park ( Mid Scotland and Fife ) ( Scottish Labour ) : Supporting 
Supporters Direct: That the Parliament notes what it considers to be the outstanding 
assistance that Supporters Direct has given over recent years to football fans' trusts north and 
south of the border that have sought to take a more active role in the running of their clubs; 
recognises, in particular, its help for fans in Mid Scotland and Fife and across Scotland, 
including the Pars Supporters Trust and the Raith Supporters Trust; welcomes the fans' 
takeovers of clubs including Stirling Albion, Clyde FC, Clydebank and Dundee; deeply regrets 
the English Premier League's decision to cut funding for Supporters Direct's work in England; 
recognises the key role that the Scottish Ministers and the Scottish Football Association have 
with regard to the future success of Supporters Direct, and believes that cooperation will be 
required to ensure a continuation of the organisation's valuable work in Scotland for years to 
come. 
 
Supported by: Jamie Hepburn, John Pentland, Michael McMahon, Bill Kidd, Patricia 
Ferguson, Johann Lamont, John Mason, James Kelly, Liam McArthur, Tavish Scott, Dave 
Thompson, Marco Biagi, David Torrance, Roderick Campbell, Nigel Don, Graeme Dey, Joe 
FitzPatrick, John Scott, Elaine Murray, John Lamont, Willie Coffey, Gil Paterson, Kenneth 
Gibson, Margaret Burgess, Jackie Baillie, Ken Macintosh, George Adam, Hugh Henry, Fiona 
McLeod, Siobhan McMahon, Mark Griffin, Sarah Boyack, Kezia Dugdale, Alison Johnstone, 
Neil Findlay, Aileen McLeod, Jim Hume, Paul Wheelhouse, Graeme Pearson, Claudia 
Beamish, Jamie McGrigor, John Finnie, Jackson Carlaw, Stewart Maxwell, Margaret 
McDougall, Neil Bibby, Patrick Harvie, Hanzala Malik, Humza Yousaf, Anne McTaggart, Drew 
Smith, Richard Simpson, Claire Baker, Liz Smith, Willie Rennie, Nanette Milne, Lewis 
Macdonald, Jenny Marra  
 
S4M-00493#- David Stewart ( Highlands and Islands ) ( Scottish Labour ) : Victim 
Support Scotland: That the Parliament notes the development of Victim Support Scotland 
and the support that it has given to victims of crime since it was formed in 1985; commends 
the organisation for its dedication to improving victims’ rights and services; recognises the 
importance of each community-based victim and witness service, particularly those of the 
Highlands and Islands; notes that these services are based in all local authority areas and 
each Sheriff and High Court; commends Victim Support Scotland for its approach to 
developing links with other victim support organisations; considers that the role of Victim 
Support Scotland has been integral to developing victims’ rights throughout Scotland and the 
European Union; welcomes the proposed EU directive calling for minimum standards for 
victims in order to ensure greater support for citizens who fall victim to crime while in another 
member country; believes that these proposals will strengthen the rights of victims of crime 
throughout Europe by seeking to ensure that victims are treated with respect and have all 
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information presented in their own language, and congratulates Victim Support Scotland for 
its involvement with these proposals and for what it sees as its continued hard work in 
supporting victims of crime across the whole of Scotland. 
 
Supported by: Jamie Hepburn, Linda Fabiani, John Pentland, Michael McMahon, Sandra 
White, Patricia Ferguson, Dave Thompson, Malcolm Chisholm, Roderick Campbell, Kevin 
Stewart, Maureen Watt, Christine Grahame, Kenneth Gibson, Jackie Baillie, Ken Macintosh, 
Fiona McLeod, Margaret McCulloch, Paul Wheelhouse, Graeme Pearson, Rhoda Grant, John 
Finnie, Margaret McDougall, Mary Fee, Hanzala Malik, Humza Yousaf, Richard Simpson, 
John Park, Jenny Marra 
 
S4M-00546# - John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish National Party): Anti-
Slavery Day: That the Parliament notes the designation of 18 October 2011 as the second 
annual Anti-Slavery Day; further notes that, this year, the day will focus on child victims of 
trafficking; is saddened to understand that, despite the abolition of the transatlantic slave 
trade two centuries ago, people continue to be victims of the modern slave trade, and 
supports the call on the UK Government by ECPAT UK to provide greater protection for the 
victims of child trafficking. 
 
S4M-00600#- Aileen McLeod ( South Scotland ) ( Scottish National Party ) : Flavour 
Fortnight 2011: That the Parliament congratulates Dumfries and Galloway-based Flavour 
Fortnight 2011 for a packed programme of 92 events between 3 and 18 September; notes 
that the programme spans the entire food and drink experience from farming and food 
production to fine dining and that it includes a diverse range of events including a wild food 
forage around an art gallery, an opportunity to enjoy the first tilapia harvest from Scotland’s 
first aquaponics project, full-day butchery demonstrations, the opportunity to meet local 
producers and take advantage of plenty of tastings of local seafood, shellfish, Galloway beef, 
cheeses, smoked food etc; further notes that the events take place across Dumfries and 
Galloway with local businesses and producers working together to provide a vibrant and 
enthusiastic boost for Scotland’s food and drink industry; acknowledges that Flavour Fortnight 
is led by Savour the Flavours and receives funding from LEADER and Dumfries and Galloway 
Council; considers that Flavour Fortnight is in keeping with Scotland’s first food and drink 
policy as introduced by the Scottish Government and would welcome similar support for local 
producers across the rest of Scotland, and wishes Flavour Fortnight 2011 the best of success 
this year and for the future. 
 
Supported by: Jamie Hepburn, Bill Kidd, Rob Gibson, Jim Eadie, David Torrance, Kevin 
Stewart, Maureen Watt, Dennis Robertson, Adam Ingram, Elaine Murray, Gil Paterson, 
Kenneth Gibson, John Wilson, Paul Wheelhouse, Graeme Pearson, Jean Urquhart, Mike 
MacKenzie, Stuart McMillan, Bob Doris, Humza Yousaf, Mark McDonald  
 
S4M-00620#- David Stewart ( Highlands and Islands ) ( Scottish Labour ) : Young 
Drivers: That the Parliament notes with concern that research published by Dr Sarah Jones 
of Cardiff University suggests that there is epidemiological evidence available indicating that 
young drivers are more likely to crash at night or with similar-aged passengers in the vehicle; 
understands that between 2000 and 2007 there was no change in the number of collisions in 
Scotland involving young drivers while collisions involving older drivers fell by 19%; supports 
the view that, if a graduated licence scheme was introduced in Scotland, up to 22 lives per 
year could be saved and in excess of £80 million saved to the Scottish economy, and further 
notes and recognises the work of the Sensible Driving – Always Arriving campaign being 
undertaken in the Highlands. 
 
Supported by: Sandra White, John Mason, Tavish Scott, Dave Thompson, David Torrance, 
Dennis Robertson, Graeme Dey, Kenneth Gibson, Derek Mackay, Clare Adamson, Neil 
Findlay, Graeme Pearson, Claudia Beamish, Margaret McDougall, Hanzala Malik, Richard 
Simpson, John Park, Alison McInnes, Mark McDonald, Jenny Marra 
 
S4M-00646♦- Aileen McLeod ( South Scotland ) ( Scottish National Party ) : Lack of 
Local TV: That the Parliament notes with concern the UK Government’s Department of 
Culture, Media and Sport's announcement of 65 locations that are eligible for local TV 
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licences; further notes that Dumfries and Galloway and the Borders are not included as 
eligible locations in any UK Government plans and considers that they are areas that are 
currently served by inadequate television provision; considers that there is a need for a wider 
broadcasting debate to take place and that it should include consideration of a publicly funded 
Scottish digital network; believes that such a provision would support and sustain local 
television coverage in Scotland, and considers that the Scottish Government’s vision for a 
national network would serve local needs and provide fairer choice in terms of public service 
broadcasting in Scotland. 
 
Supported by: Jamie Hepburn, Bill Kidd, Sandra White, John Mason, Rob Gibson, Marco 
Biagi, Colin Keir, David Torrance, Dennis Robertson, Joe FitzPatrick, Gil Paterson, Kenneth 
Gibson, Margaret Burgess, George Adam, Fiona McLeod, Richard Lyle, Clare Adamson, Chic 
Brodie, Joan McAlpine, Paul Wheelhouse, Mike MacKenzie, Stuart McMillan, Bob Doris, Mark 
McDonald  
 
S4M-00681♦- Paul Martin ( Glasgow Provan ) ( Scottish Labour ) : Stop the Closure of 
Lightburn Hospital: That the Parliament notes with deep concern the decision by NHS 
Greater Glasgow and Clyde to close Lightburn Hospital in the east end of Glasgow and to 
relocate its services to Glasgow Royal Infirmary and Stobhill Hospital; considers that this 
proposal will have a devastating effect for many people in the wider east end of Glasgow who 
rely on this local healthcare facility and believes that this will result in lengthy journeys by 
often unsuitable public transport; believes that local rehabilitation healthcare facilities are 
important in ensuring a more effective recovery; recognises the health challenges that face 
the communities in the east end of Glasgow and considers that the closure will have a 
devastating effect in their battle to improve health and wellbeing; welcomes the Scottish 
Government's policy on the presumption against centralisation, and would welcome such a 
presumption being taken into account when the future of local facilities are being considered. 
 
Supported by: John Pentland, Michael McMahon, Patricia Ferguson, James Kelly, Jackie 
Baillie, Siobhan McMahon, Mark Griffin, Neil Findlay, David Stewart, Neil Bibby, Hanzala 
Malik, Anne McTaggart, Drew Smith 
 
S4M-00695#- James Kelly ( Rutherglen ) ( Scottish Labour ) : Nail the Rogues 
Campaign: That the Parliament believes that rogue traders have a significant impact on 
consumer rights and the informal economy in Rutherglen, Cambuslang and Blantyre and the 
rest of Scotland; notes, with concern, the recent figures released by the Office of Fair Trading 
showing that issues regarding home improvement work continue to be at the top of the list of 
complaints about rogue traders; further notes that, last year, Consumer Direct received more 
than 13,000 complaints concerning uninvited traders, almost half of which related to home 
maintenance work; is concerned that rogue traders have frequently been reported to offer 
services at what appear to be attractive rates and use persuasive sales techniques to 
pressure people into making hasty decisions; believes that older people and vulnerable 
groups are particularly exposed to the dangers of rogue traders, and commends the 
Federation of Master Builders Scotland, in conjunction with Trading Standards, for running the 
campaign, Nail the Rogues, in order to raise awareness of the dangers of rogue and 
dishonest traders, to offer advice for avoiding them and to provide information on how to find 
reputable traders. 
 
Supported by: John Pentland, Bill Kidd, Sandra White, Patricia Ferguson, James Kelly, Dave 
Thompson, Helen Eadie, David Torrance, Elaine Murray, Kenneth Gibson, Jackie Baillie, Ken 
Macintosh, Richard Lyle, Siobhan McMahon, Mark Griffin, Margaret McCulloch, Sarah 
Boyack, Kezia Dugdale, Neil Findlay, Stuart McMillan, Neil Bibby, Hanzala Malik, Bob Doris, 
Anne McTaggart, Drew Smith, Richard Simpson, John Park, Richard Baker  
 
S4M-00696 - Elaine Smith# ( Coatbridge and Chryston ) ( Scottish Labour ) : Horse 
Haven: That the Parliament supports the British Horse Society, the Association of British 
Riding Schools and the British Equestrian Federation in their mission to encourage the 
registration of equine establishments in Scotland; notes that this would require all equestrian 
institutions that retain three or more horses to become registered nationally; considers that a 
general code of conduct could ensure consistent high standards of training and protect the 
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welfare of horses and that this could also guarantee the promotion of valuable riding schools 
which contribute substantially to the culture of their communities; believes the Horse Haven 
riding school in Moodiesburn to be a fantastic tourist attraction, particularly given its central 
location in North Lanarkshire and its close proximity to Glasgow; further considers that the 
ability of some of the school's staff members to speak fluently in various languages deems it 
to be a valuable attraction for Scotland on the whole; believes that organisations such as this, 
which provide children with what it sees as new and exciting opportunities, should be 
publicised more widely; congratulates the Director of Horse Haven Riding School, Professor 
Brian Robinson, on his new position on the committee of the Association of British Riding 
Schools (Scotland), and wishes the riding school every success for the future. 
 
Supported by: Helen Eadie, David Torrance, Kevin Stewart, Elaine Murray, Richard Lyle, Jim 
Hume, Mike MacKenzie, Stuart McMillan 
 
S4M-00710 - Rob Gibson# ( Caithness, Sutherland and Ross ) ( Scottish National Party 
) : Remembering the Russian Arctic Convoys: That the Parliament adds its voice to those 
of many lands who took part in the 70th anniversary service at Cove, Loch Ewe on 20 August 
2011 in remembrance of, and gratitude to, the merchant seamen, sailors and airmen who 
took part in Operation Dervish which assembled and delivered 41 convoys of essential 
materials and armaments to Archangel and Murmansk, the ice free ports of northern Russia 
from 1941 to 1944; notes that the merchant ships were assembled at Loch Ewe in Wester 
Ross and were protected on their voyages by the Royal Navy based at Scapa Flow, Orkney; 
recalls that 3,000 shipmates perished on the hazardous Arctic convoys through violent storms 
and freezing weather conditions, whilst under the constant threat of enemy attack, in order to 
keep open this vital wartime supply route that made possible the Russian resistance to Nazi 
invasion which it considers, in no small measure, contributed to the Allied victory over 
fascism; welcomes the fundraising appeal for a new Russian arctic convoy museum to be 
built at Aultbea, Wester Ross which will create an archive and display of artefacts as a lasting 
legacy to these brave men, and would welcome support for this worthy initiative. 
 
Supported by: Christina McKelvie, Bill Kidd, Sandra White, Patricia Ferguson, John Mason, 
Liam McArthur, Dave Thompson, Marco Biagi, Colin Keir, David Torrance, Kevin Stewart, 
Adam Ingram, Willie Coffey, Christine Grahame, Margaret Burgess, Ken Macintosh, George 
Adam, Fiona McLeod, Richard Lyle, Aileen McLeod, Joan McAlpine, Jean Urquhart, Stewart 
Maxwell, Stuart McMillan, Humza Yousaf  
 
S4M-00734♦ - Elaine Murray ( Dumfriesshire ) ( Scottish Labour ) : South of Scotland 
Broadband Delivery Bid: That the Parliament congratulates the South of Scotland Alliance 
on developing the South of Scotland Broadband UK Bid; understands that, if successful, this 
would be the single largest infrastructure project for the south of Scotland; notes its objective 
is to make next generation broadband available to 100% of the population of the area by 
2020; further notes that Dumfries and Galloway Council and Scottish Borders Council agreed 
the indicative funding model which will form the basis of submission of the bid to the Scottish 
Government at their full council meetings on 25 August 2011; believes that this is a model 
that could be rolled out in other rural areas of Scotland and would contribute to the delivery of 
the objectives of the NHS, Scottish Enterprise and the Scottish and UK Governments, and 
would welcome widespread support for the bid. 

 
Record of Members’ Business Taken by the Parliament from 8 June 2011 

Date MSP Party Subject 

8/6/2011 Marco Biagi SNP Green Investment in Edinburgh 

9/6/2011 Elaine Murray LAB Ban on Use of Wild Animals in 
Circuses 

15/6/2011 Bob Doris SNP Fighting Sectarianism and Anti-Irish 
Racism 

16/6/2011 Mark McDonald SNP North Sea Taxation 

22/6/2011 Elaine Smith LAB There is a Better Way 

23/6/2011 Stuart McMillan SNP David MacBrayne Group Supports 



  PB/S4/11/26 
 

 7 

Date MSP Party Subject 

Coastguards 

29/6/11 Margaret Mitchell CON Police Complaints Commissioner for 
Scotland 

30/6/11 Willie Coffey SNP The Scheme 

 

Record of Members’ Business Taken by the Parliament in Session 4 

Party SNP LAB CON LD GRN IND TOTAL 

Frequency (no.) 5 2 1 0 0 0 8 

Frequency % 62.5 25 12.5 0 0 0 100 
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BUREAU - BUSINESS FOR WEEK COMMENCING 05 SEPTEMBER 2011 
 

DAY MORNING AFTERNOON 

Monday 05 Constituency  Constituency 

Tuesday 06 Committee  Committee 

 
Wednesday 
07  
 
 

 
  
 
 

 
1300 Time for Reflection  
 
Parliamentary Business Motion (if 
required)  
 
1305-1335 First Minister’s Statement: 
Scottish Government’s Legislative 
Programme  
 
1335-1700 Scottish Government 
Debate: Scottish Government’s 
Legislative Programme  
 
1700 Decision Time  
 
Followed by Members’ Business  
 

 
Thursday 08  
 

 
0915 Parliamentary Bureau 
Motions (if required)  
 
0915-1140 Scottish 
Government Debate: 
Scottish Government’s 
Legislative Programme  
 
1140-1200 General 
Questions  
 
1200-1230 First Minister’s 
Questions  
 
  

 
1415-1455 Themed Questions – 
Infrastructure and Capital Investment; 
Culture and External Affairs  
 
1455-1700 Scottish Government 
Debate: Scotland Bill: EU Involvement  
 
Followed by Parliamentary Bureau 
Motion (if required)  
 
1700 Decision Time  
 
Followed by Members’ Business debate  
 

Friday 09 Constituency Constituency 
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BUREAU - BUSINESS FOR WEEK COMMENCING 12 SEPTEMBER 2011 
 

DAY MORNING AFTERNOON 

Monday 12 Constituency  
 

Constituency 

Tuesday 13 Committee  
 

Committee 

 
Wednesday 
14  
 
 

 
  
 
 

 
1430 Time for Reflection  
 
Parliamentary Business Motion (if 
required)  
 
1435-1700 Scottish Government 
Business  
 
1700 Decision Time  
 
Followed by Members’ Business  
 

 
Thursday 15  
 

 
0915 Parliamentary Bureau 
Motions (if required)  
 
0915-1140 Scottish 
Government Business  
 
1140-1200 General 
Questions  
 
1200-1230 First Minister’s 
Questions  
 
  

 
1415-1455 Themed Questions – 
Education and Lifelong Learning   
 
1455-1700 Scottish Government 
Business  
 
Followed by Parliamentary Bureau 
Motion (if required)  
 
1700 Decision Time  
 
Followed by Members’ Business debate  
 

Friday 16 Constituency Constituency 
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BUSINESS MOTION 

 

Date of Lodging: 30 August 2011 

Short Title: Business Motion 

Bruce Crawford on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau: That the 
Parliament agrees the following programme of business— 

Wednesday 7 September 2011 

1.00 pm Time for Reflection 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by First Minister’s Statement: The Scottish Government’s Legislative 

Programme 

followed by Scottish Government Debate: The Scottish Government’s 

Legislative Programme 

followed by Business Motion 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business 

Thursday 8 September 2011 

9.15 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Scottish Government Debate: The Scottish Government’s 

Legislative Programme 

11.40 am General Question Time 

12.00 pm First Minister’s Question Time 

2.15 pm Themed Question Time 
 Infrastructure and Capital Investment; 
 Culture and External Affairs 
 
2.55 pm Scottish Government Debate: Scotland Bill – EU Involvement 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business  

Wednesday 14 September 2011 

2.30 pm Time for Reflection 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Scottish Government Business 

followed by Business Motion 
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followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business 

Thursday 15 September 2011 

9.15 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Scottish Government Business 

11.40 am General Question Time 

12.00 pm First Minister’s Question Time 

2.15 pm Themed Question Time 
 Education and Lifelong Learning 
 
2.55 pm Scottish Government Business 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business 
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SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT 

PARLIAMENTARY BUREAU MOTION 

 

Date of Lodging: 1 September 2011 

Short Title: Bureau motion 

Bruce Crawford (Stirling) (SNP) on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau: 
Suspension of Standing Orders—That the Parliament agrees that Rule 
12.3.3A of Standing Orders be suspended for the purpose of allowing the 
Scotland Bill Committee to meet from 10.00 am until 11.50 am on Thursday 8 
September 2011 to take evidence from UK Ministers. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT 

PARLIAMENTARY BUREAU MOTION 

 

Date of Lodging: 1 September 2011  

Short Title: Bureau motion 

Bruce Crawford (Stirling) (SNP) on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau: 
Suspension of Standing Orders—That the Parliament agrees that Rule 
6A.3.3 of Standing Orders be suspended from 15 September to 31 October 
2011 to allow the Conveners Group to meet. 
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PARLIAMENTARY BUREAU 
 
SCOTLAND BILL COMMITTEE: REQUEST TO APPOINT A PANEL OF ADVISERS 
 
Background  
 

1. At its 1st meeting on 21 June 2011, the Scotland Bill Committee considered its 
approach to developing its work programme and what issues it wished to cover in its 
work. At its subsequent meeting, the Scotland Bill Committee considered the 
appointment of an adviser or advisers to assist with its work. In particular, the 
Committee discussed the principle of whether or not it wanted to engage an adviser or 
advisers for the duration of the Committee’s work, or whether there were advantages to 
a different approach using a panel of advisers on a more ad hoc basis. 

 
2. Given the breadth of issues to be covered in the case of the Scotland Bill and the 

challenge of finding an adviser who could cover all of these subjects, in this instance the 
Committee agreed to seek approval for the appointment of a panel of advisers.  This 
would enable the Committee to appoint a number of ‘specialists’ across a range of 
subject areas of interest.  Advisers on the panel could be called upon to assist the 
Committee as and when necessary through the use of a ‘call off contract’. 
 

3. Each expert would assist the Committee with tasks in relation to their specialism.  There 
would be no compulsion to use each adviser on the panel, but to only do so if it was felt 
that the advice and information provided from elsewhere (e.g. witnesses, briefing from 
parliamentary officials etc) was insufficient. 

 
4. It is envisaged that each adviser would support the Committee, if needed, for a small 

number of days with all advisers on the panel cumulatively providing up to a maximum 
of 15 days support.  It is proposed that each of the advisers on the panel be appointed 
at a standard day rate.   
 
Adviser specification 
 
Adviser duties 

5. The role of the panel of advisers will be to assist the Committee in consideration of 
general aspects of its scrutiny of the Scotland Bill and proposed amendments to the Bill 
and to undertake tasks such as providing an overview of relevant documentation, 
preparing briefings/lines of questioning and attending meetings/informal briefing 
sessions. 
 

6. Advisers will be expected only to undertake these tasks and attend evidence-taking 
sessions when their expertise is required. The advisers would report to the Committee 
through the Clerk and may be asked to submit papers to the Committee. 
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Person specification 

7. The panel of advisers should be made up of recognised experts on key matters relating 
to the future of Scottish devolution and represent a balance of various strands of 
opinion. Experience in at least one of the following areas will be necessary, and 
experience in more than one would be an advantage— 
 

 constitutional issues; 

 devolved taxation, financing mechanisms and borrowing powers; 

 public service broadcasting; 

 the Crown Estate; 

 multi-level Governance in the EU; and 

 the UK Supreme Court. 
 

8. The individuals should also have the following skills and abilities— 
 

 proven analytical and interpretative skills; 

 ability to deal with evidence from a wide range of sources; 

 good written and oral communication skills and the ability to present and 
disseminate data in an accessible style; 

 ability to deal accurately with follow-up queries and offer clarification and 
explanation; 

 demonstrable availability of time to undertake the work; 

 ability to maintain absolute confidentiality about the matters under consideration; 
and 

 ability to work to tight deadlines. 
 

Conditions of appointment 
9. As an expert in the field (and given the size of the remit) the advisers may well have 

had involvement with bodies or organisations which deal with matters outlined in the 
person specification above. Any such interests will be declared, in the interests of 
transparency and accountability. 
 
Time commitment 

10. It is envisaged that each adviser will spend a small number of days assisting the 
Committee in his or her area of expertise. The advisers will cumulatively spend the 
equivalent of up to 15 days supporting the Committee.   
 

11. It is estimated that the role and workload of the advisers would commence on 
appointment in September 2011 and should be completed by December 2011.   
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Recommendation/action 
 

12. It is requested that the Bureau approve the appointment of a panel of advisers on a ‘call 
off contract’ to assist the Scotland Bill Committee in its scrutiny of the Scotland Bill and 
proposed amendments to the Bill. 
 
 
Clerk to the Scotland Bill Committee 
August 2011 
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PARLIAMENTARY BUREAU 
 
SCOTLAND BILL COMMITTEE: SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS 
 
Introduction 

 
1. The Convener of the Scotland Bill Committee has written to the Presiding Officer in 

relation to planned meetings of the Committee. The letter, dated 1 July 2011, is 
attached as an annexe to this paper. Amongst other issues in the letter, the Convener – 
on behalf of the Committee – seeks agreement from the Bureau to a motion to suspend 
Rule 12.3.3A to allow the Committee to meet on the afternoon of Wednesday 14 
September 2011.  
 

2. Since receipt of the letter, the clerk to the Committee has indicated that UK Government 
ministers are only available to give oral evidence to the Committee on Thursday 8 

September and therefore the Committee seeks to extend its request to the Bureau to 
enable it to meet on 8 September as well as the afternoon of 14 September. 
 
Background 

 
3. The final deadline for the UK Parliament to pass the Scotland Bill would be the end of 

the parliamentary session in spring 2012. As a result of the timetable expected to be 
followed in Westminster, the Scotland Bill Committee plans to schedule weekly 
evidence-taking sessions in the autumn term. 
 

4. The Committee, in its recent call for evidence, stated— 
 

On 21 June 2011, the Bill had its Report stage and third reading in the House of 
Commons with further amendments being made. The Bill as amended has now 
been introduced in the House of Lords for scrutiny by the Lords before being 
returned to the House of Commons...The new Scotland Bill Committee is tasked 
with reviewing how the UK Government is responding to the recommendations 
made by its predecessor committee [the Scotland Bill Committee in Session 3] 
and also commenting on the merits of the amendments that have been, or will 
be, made to the Bill since the dissolution of the previous session of the Scottish 
Parliament. Its role is to produce a report by no later than the end of the calendar 
year on these matters and to decide whether to recommend that the Scottish 
Parliament gives its legislative consent to the Bill in its final form.1 

 
5. In order to adhere to its timetable, the Committee has investigated several meeting 

dates. Due to clashes with other committees and the availability of witnesses, the 
Committee’s view was that it had little option but to meet at the same time as the 

                                                           
1  http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/committees/scotBill/documents/Callforevidence-
final.pdf 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/committees/scotBill/documents/Callforevidence-final.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/committees/scotBill/documents/Callforevidence-final.pdf
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Parliament and would complete that meeting by Decision Time or suspend the meeting 
to enable Members to be present for Decision Time. 
 
Recommendation 
 

6. The Bureau is invited to agree to lodge the motion below, which would allow the 
Scotland Bill Committee Bill to meet on 8 and 14 September 2011— 
 

That the Parliament agrees that Rule 12.3.3A of Standing Orders be suspended 
for the purpose of allowing the Scotland Bill Committee to meet in the morning 
and afternoon of Thursday 8 September 2011 and the afternoon of Wednesday 
14 September 2011. 

 
 
Parliamentary Business Team 
August 2011 
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Scotland Bill 
Committee 

Tricia Marwick 
Presiding Officer 
The Scottish Parliament 

TG.01 
The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh, EH99 1SP 
Direct Tel: 0131 348 5207  

(RNID Typetalk calls welcome) 
Fax: 0131 348 5600 

 (Central Textphone: 0131 348 5415) 
 scotlandbillcommittee@scottish.parliament.uk 

  

1 July, 2011 

Dear Presiding Officer, 

Scotland Bill Committee 

I write following the meeting of the Scotland Bill Committee on Tuesday 28th June 
during which a number of issues were raised. Firstly, in regard to the remit of the 
Committee, Mr David McLetchie MSP expressed a view that the specific wording 
relating to “proposed amendments to the Bill” is such that this restricts the 
Committee to considering only those submissions of evidence from the Scottish 
Government or others that contain specific, properly drafted amendments to the 
Scotland Bill in addition to any policy arguments on the merits of making such a 
change. Other members of the Committee did not share this view and are content to 
consider proposals for amendments which set out a detailed policy case for making 
changes to the Bill but which do not necessarily contain textual amendments in their 
proper, legal form. 

As the Bureau is responsible under Standing Orders for the establishment of 
committees, for their remit and on matters of competence (Rule 5.1.2 (d)), can you 
advise me if this matter was discussed at previous meetings of the Bureau and, if so, 
what view was taken? If this matter has not previously been discussed, what view 
does the Bureau take on the issue raised by Mr McLetchie MSP? 

Secondly, also at the same meeting of the Committee, the Committee agreed that 
due to the tight timescale in which the Committee is likely to have to complete its 
work and also due to the scope of the issues to be covered, I should seek the 
approval of the Bureau for a motion to suspend the relevant standing order and 
permit the Committee to meet on the afternoon of Wednesday 14th September in 
addition to its planned meeting on the afternoon of the previous day. Due to clashes 
with other committees, the mornings of Tuesday 13th and Wednesday 14th 
September are not suitable. You may wish to note that the Committee is already 
planning to meet on a weekly basis and hold informal events over the summer 
recess to cover the ground necessary. This, however, is currently the only planned 
occasion in which the Committee plans to meet when the Chamber is sitting and we 



would, of course, endeavour to be completed by Decision Time or suspend the 
meeting at a suitable point to enable members to vote in the Chamber. 

Finally, I will be writing separately to request the Bureau’s permission to appoint a 
panel of advisers to the Committee following the agreement in principle of the 
Committee at its last meeting. 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Linda Fabiani MSP 
Convener 
Scotland Bill Committee 
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PARLIAMENTARY BUREAU 
 
CONVENERS GROUP: PROPOSED SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS 
 
Introduction  
 

1. The Conveners Group invites the Bureau to consider a suspension of Standing Orders 
in relation to the quorum for meetings of the Group. 

  
Background 

2. Standing Orders, Rule 6A.3.3, provides for the Conveners Group (CG) to have a 
quorum. The Rule states that— 
 
 “The Conveners Group shall not consider any business unless the number of 
 members of the Group who are present is 5 or more and the members present 
 include representatives of 3 or more political parties.” 

3. While the latter clause has hitherto not presented any difficulties, the position has 
become less straightforward in Session 4. The membership of Conveners Group is 
currently drawn from three political parties only, with one of the parties having just one 
member.  The practical effect is that Conveners Group meetings can only be quorate if 
the convener of the Economy, Energy and Tourism (EET) Committee (as the only 
Conservative party convener) is in attendance at all times. 
 
Discussion 

4. A situation where the ability of the Conveners Group to meet is dependent on the 
attendance of one specific convener is already giving rise to potential difficulties as it 
may not be possible for the EET convener to attend the next Conveners Group meeting 
on 15 September.   The Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments Committee 
will shortly be considering whether to recommend a change to Rule 6A.3.3. However, it 
will not be possible to bring a report to the Parliament before Conveners Group meeting 
on 15 September or possibly before its subsequent meeting (on a date yet to be agreed 
in October). 
 
Recommendation 

5. It is therefore requested that the Bureau agrees to propose that the following motion be 
taken before 15 September 2011— 
 

That the Parliament agrees that Standing Orders, Rule 6A.3.3 be suspended 
from 15 September to 31 October 2011 to allow the Conveners Group to meet.   

 
 
Clerk to the Conveners Group 
August 2011 


