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PARLIAMENTARY BUREAU 
 
POSSIBLE MOTIONS FOR MEMBERS’ BUSINESS 
 
1. Bureau Members will be aware that under Rule 5.6.1(c) the Bureau has 

a duty to ensure that there is a period of time available for Members’ 
Business following Decision Time. 

   
2. Motions submitted for Members’ Business are shown below. 
 
 
S4M-00003# Elaine Smith: There Is A Better Way: That the Parliament supports the STUC 
There is a Better Way campaign; believes that cuts are neither unavoidable nor inevitable and 
that they would actually threaten economic recovery across Scotland and impact on areas 
such as Coatbridge and Chryston; considers that a sensible and sustainable response to the 
current economic crisis is contained in the People’s Charter; understands that public sector 
cuts are likely to have a disproportionate effect on women, children and disabled people, and 
would welcome widespread support for the STUC campaign and local campaigns such as 
those in North Lanarkshire and West Lothian. 
 
Supported by: Neil Findlay, Jackie Baillie, Sarah Boyack, Patrick Harvie, John Finnie, John 
Park, Patricia Ferguson, Drew Smith.   

  
S4M-00087# Liam McArthur: Damaging Impact of Air Discount Scheme Changes—That 
the Parliament notes the benefits that the Air Discount Scheme has brought to Scotland’s 
island communities since it was first introduced in 2006; considers that, even with the Air 
Discount Scheme reduction, the cost of flying to and from the islands imposes a considerable 
financial burden on island life; understands, therefore, the very real concerns that the 
exclusion of business travel from the Air Discount Scheme has caused to businesses as well 
as to the public and voluntary sectors in the islands; considers that the change, on which 
there was no prior consultation, means that businesses and other organisations now either 
have to face even higher travel costs or have to miss out on opportunities to take part in 
meetings and other events on the Scottish mainland and further afield, and would welcome an 
urgent review of the impact of the exclusion of business travel. 
 
Supported by: Jim Hume, Mary Scanlon, Tavish Scott, Rhoda Grant, David Stewart, Willie 
Rennie, Alison McInnes. 
 
S4M-00117 Stuart McMillan: David MacBrayne Group Support Coastguards—That the 
Parliament notes the recent submission by the David MacBrayne Group to the UK 
Government’s consultation on the review of coastguard services across the United Kingdom; 
notes that the David MacBrayne Group is the principal operator of the Clyde and Hebrides 
and Northern Isles ferry services and is the UK’s largest ferry operator in terms of vessels 
operated and routes served and notes its view that any changes to coastguard services 
should be constructed on the premise of saving lives and not on saving money, and argues 
that it is vital that coastguard services remain based throughout the whole of Scotland in order 
to offer the greatest possible service to the public and that, with an ever-increasing level of 
seafaring traffic on the west coast of Scotland, it is ludicrous that the Clyde facility is 
earmarked for closure. 
 
Supported by: Angus MacDonald, Bill Kidd, Rob Gibson, Dave Thompson, Gil Paterson, 
Kenneth Gibson, Fiona McLeod, Paul Wheelhouse, Mike MacKenzie, Jean Urquhart, 
Annabelle Ewing, Kevin Stewart, Elaine Smith, Jamie Hepburn, Clare Adamson. 
 
S4M-00151 Jamie Hepburn: North Lanarkshire Car Parking Charges—That the 
Parliament notes with concern the proposed car parking charges by North Lanarkshire 
Council for various town centre locations and railway station park and ride sites; considers 
that these charges will have a negative effect on residents and businesses in locations such 
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as Kilsyth town centre and across North Lanarkshire, as well as discouraging use of rail as a 
mode of transport from stations such as Croy, Cumbernauld and Greenfaulds and throughout 
the local authority area, and believes that the proposals, which have been approved by North 
Lanarkshire Council's Planning and Transportation Committee and are now out to public 
consultation, are ill-considered. 
 
Supported by: Angus MacDonald, Bill Kidd, Colin Beattie, Adam Ingram, John Wilson, 
Margaret Mitchell, Richard Lyle, Mike MacKenzie, Stuart McMillan, Humza Yousaf. 
 
S4M-00155 Rob Gibson: Germany Exits Nuclear Energy—That the Parliament welcomes 
the decision by the German Government to take its nuclear power plants offline by 2022, thus 
joining Switzerland, which recently announced its intention to be nuclear free by 2034; 
considers that this implies the provision of electricity from more renewable sources and 
compliments the German Government on its ambition, and considers that the Scottish 
Government target of 100% electricity produced from renewable sources is entirely 
achievement and can help reindustrialise many parts of Scotland, including renewable energy 
hubs in Caithness, Sutherland and Ross. 
 
Supported by: James Dornan, Joe FitzPatrick, Derek Mackay, Aileen McLeod, Jean Urquhart, 
Stuart McMillan, Bob Doris, Annabelle Ewing, Jamie Hepburn, Bill Kidd, John Mason, Liam 
McArthur, Marco Biagi, Colin Keir, Colin Beattie, David Torrance, Kevin Stewart, Maureen 
Watt, Graeme Dey, Adam Ingram, Fiona McLeod, John Wilson, Joan McAlpine, John Finnie, 
Mike MacKenzie, Patrick Harvie, Mark McDonald. 
 
S4M-00173 Margaret Mitchell: Police Complaints Commissioner for Scotland—That the 
Parliament notes the concern expressed by key stakeholders regarding the proposal to 
transfer the role of the Police Complaints Commissioner for Scotland (PCCS), the office of 
which is currently based in Hamilton, to the Scottish Public Services Ombudsman; 
understands that this would leave Scotland as the only part of the United Kingdom without a 
free-standing and independent police complaints authority; considers that the nature of police 
powers, such as the power of arrest, stop and search and use of force, means that police 
complaints are unique and complex in their nature compared to complaints involving other 
public services; would welcome a review of the functions and powers of the PCCS, and 
considers this to be particularly important in light of the ongoing discussion on the 
restructuring of the Police Service in Scotland. 
 
Supported by: Graeme Pearson, Patrick Harvie, Ruth Davidson, Liz Smith, Nanette Milne. 
 
S4M-00181 James Dornan: Battling Scotland’s Drinking Culture—That the Parliament 
welcomes the publication of the British Medical Association’s survey on the impact of alcohol 
on patients who had visited GP practices in Glasgow and across Scotland on one day in April 
2011; is alarmed that GPs and practice nurses reported that there were more than 5,500 
consultations in which it was considered that alcohol was a contributing factor to the visit; 
understands that this equates to an estimated more than two million consultations per year, 
costing the NHS in excess of £42 million; believes that further action must be taken to curb 
Scotland’s drinking culture and raise awareness of the long-term damage to health that might 
arise from regular heavy alcohol consumption, and would welcome the urgent development of 
a package of measures to address this problem. 
 
Supported by: Jamie Hepburn, Bill Kidd, Sandra White, John Mason, Marco Biagi, Colin 
Beattie, Kevin Stewart, Joe FitzPatrick, Adam Ingram, Kenneth Gibson, George Adam, Hugh 
Henry, Richard Lyle, Aileen McLeod, Joan McAlpine, John  Finnie, Mike MacKenzie, Stewart 
Maxwell, Stuart McMillan, Mark McDonald. 
 
S4M-00193 Willie Coffey: The Scheme—That the Parliament notes the interest in, and 
issues raised by, BBC Scotland’s programme, The Scheme; considers that the programme, 
almost exclusively highlighting people with drug and alcohol addictions, gave an unfair 
impression of the wider community of Onthank; recognises the many challenges facing 
people with addictions and leading chaotic lives all over Scotland, and supports measures to 
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assist those leading such lives who want to break the cycle of addiction and return to a 
normal life. 
 
Supported by: Angus MacDonald, Christina McKelvie, Bill Kidd, Sandra White, Patricia 
Ferguson, Rob Gibson, Dave Thompson, Marco Biagi, Colin Keir, Kevin Stewart, Maureen 
Watt, Adam Ingram, Gil Paterson, Kenneth Gibson, Margaret Burgess, Hugh Henry, John 
Wilson, Richard Lyle, Clare Adamson, Chic Brodie, Aileen McLeod, Jim Hume, Paul 
Wheelhouse, John Finnie, Mike Mackenzie, Stuart McMillan, Margaret McDougall, Bob Doris, 
Annabelle Ewing. 
 
S4M-00279 Hugh Henry: Upper Clyde Shipbuilders—That the Parliament acknowledges 
the 40th anniversary of the Upper Clyde Shipbuilders' (UCS) work-in in 1971-72; notes that 
the UCS was formed in 1968 with the amalgamation of five major upper Clyde shipbuilders, 
Fairfields, Stephens, Connells, Yarrows and John Browns; recalls that the general election in 
June 1970 returned a Conservative government that cut back financial support for industry 
and allowed unemployment to rise above one million for the first time since 1945; notes that, 
after the government refused to save UCS from bankruptcy, Bob Fleming, Provost of 
Clydebank, protested that "the Government were trying to do to Clydebank what the Germans 
had failed to do in the Second World War"; pays tribute to the UCS shop stewards, led by 
Jimmy Reid, Jimmy Airlie and Sammy Barr assisted by Bob Dickie, Bob Cook, Sammy 
Gilmore, Willie McInnes and the entire work force at all levels, who instituted a work-in to take 
control of the yards and continue work on existing orders; considers that in doing so they 
asserted the right to work as a principle to be defended by workers across Britain; recognises 
the solidarity shown by 1,200 shop stewards who came from all over the United Kingdom to 
pledge support; acknowledges the role of the 80,000, including many from Renfrewshire, who 
marched on 18 August 1971 and the 200,000 who stopped work; honours the memory of the 
first Scottish Assembly on Unemployment of February 1972, convened to support the 
demands of the UCS workers and which called for the devolution of powers to defend jobs 
and employment; reaffirms the contemporary relevance of Jimmy Reid’s words in his 1972 
rectorial address at the University of Glasgow, "A rat race is for rats. We're not rats. We're 
human beings. ... Profit is the sole criterion used by the establishment to evaluate economic 
activity. ... The power structures that have inevitably emerged from this approach threaten 
and undermine our hard-won democratic rights. ... Government by the people for the people 
becomes meaningless unless it includes major economic decision making by the people for 
the people.", and commends the Glow intranet for making this speech available to all schools 
in Scotland. 
 
Supported by: Elaine Smith, John Pentland, Malcolm Chisholm, Kevin Stewart, Elaine Murray, 
Gil Paterson, Kenneth Gibson, Jackie Baillie, Derek Mackay, Siobhan McMahon, Neil Findlay, 
Joan McAlpine, David Stewart, Mike MacKenzie, Anne McTaggart, Drew Smith, Richard 
Simpson, John Park. 
 
S4M-00288 David Stewart: Retain Fort George—That the Parliament recognises the iconic 
status of Fort George, near Inverness, home to the garrison of The Black Watch, 3rd Battalion 
The Royal Regiment of Scotland; considers that, along with Fort George being an outstanding 
tourist attraction, the 570 soldiers and their families stationed there play a vitally important 
role in the local community; notes with concern recent press reports that the army base has 
been earmarked for closure, which would result in the relocation of the battalion; strongly 
believes that any plans to close Fort George would have severe economic consequences in 
Inverness and the surrounding areas and have an adverse effect on tourism locally, including 
the plans for the redevelopment of the Highlanders’ Museum, and would welcome the 
preparation of a survival plan to save Fort George to ensure that it remains both a working 
army barracks and a premier tourist destination. 
 
Supported by: John Pentland, Patricia Ferguson, Dave Thompson, Maureen Watt, Elaine 
Murray, Kenneth Gibson, Jackie Baillie, Mark Griffin, Neil Findlay, Chic Brodie, John Finnie, 
Mike Mackenzie, Margaret McDougall, Hanza Mailk, Richard Simpson, John Park, 
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Record of Members’ Business taken by the Parliament from 8 June 2011 

Date MSP Party Subject 
8/6/2011 Marco Biagi SNP Green Investment in Edinburgh 
9/6/2011 Elaine Murray LAB Ban on Use of Wild Animals in 

Circuses 
15/6/2011 Bob Doris SNP Fighting Sectarianism and Anti-Irish 

Racism 
16/6/2011 Mark McDonald SNP North Sea Taxation 
22/6/2011 Elaine Smith LAB There is a Better Way 
23/6/2011 Stuart McMillan SNP David MacBrayne Group Supports 

Coastguards 
 

Record of Members’ Business taken by the Parliament in Session 4 

Party SNP LAB CON LD GRN IND TOTAL 

Frequency (no.) 4 2 0 0 0 0 6 
Frequency % 66.67 33.33 0 0 0 0 100 
 

 4



  PB/S4/11/20 
 

BUREAU - BUSINESS FOR WEEK COMMENCING 27 JUNE 2011 

 
DAY MORNING AFTERNOON 

Monday 27 Constituency  Constituency 
Tuesday 28 Committee  Committee 
 
Wednesday 29 
 
 

 
  
 
 

 
1430 Time for Reflection  
 
Parliamentary Business Motion (if required) 
 
1435-1505 Ministerial Statement – Higher 
Education  
 
1505-1535 Ministerial Statement: Financial 
Outturn  
 
1535-1700 Scottish Government Debate 
(without motion): Taking Scotland Forward – 
Infrastructure and Capital Investment   
 
Followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motion (if 
required)  
 
1700 Decision Time  
 
Followed by Members Business S4M-00173 
Margaret Mitchell: Police Complaints 
Commissioner for Scotland  
 

 
Thursday 30 
 

 
0900 Parliamentary Bureau 
Motions (if required)  
 
0900-0930 Ministerial Statement: 
2020 Routemap for Renewable 
Energy in Scotland  
 
0930-1140 Scottish Government 
Debate: Scotland Bill – The role 
of the Supreme Court in Scots 
Criminal law  
 
1140-1200 General Questions  
 
1200-1230 First Ministers 
Questions  
 
Followed by Members Business 
S4M-00193 Willie Coffey: The 
Scheme  
  

 
1415-1455 Themed Questions – Health, 
Wellbeing and Cities  
  
1455-1659 Scottish Government Debate: Rural 
Connectivity  
 
1659-1700 Scottish Government Debate: 
Legislative Consent Motion: Finance (No.3) Bill 
– UK Legislation  
 
Followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motion (if 
required)  
 
1700 Decision Time  
 
 

Friday 01 July Constituency Constituency 
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BUREAU - BUSINESS FOR WEEK COMMENCING 05 SEPTEMBER 2011 
 

DAY MORNING AFTERNOON 
Monday 05 Constituency  

 
Constituency 

Tuesday 06 Committee  
 

Committee 

 
Wednesday 07  
 
 

 
  
 
 

 
1300 Time for Reflection  
 
Parliamentary Business Motion (if required)  
 
1305-1700 Scottish Government Business  
 
1700 Decision Time  
 
Followed by Members Business  
 

 
Thursday 08  
 

 
0915 Parliamentary Bureau 
Motions (if required)  
 
0915-1140 Scottish 
Government Business  
 
1140-1200 General Questions 
 
1200-1230 First Ministers 
Questions  
 
  

 
1415-1455 Themed Questions – 
Infrastructure and Capital Investment; 
Culture and External Affairs  
 
1455-1700 Scottish Government Business  
 
Followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motion 
(if required)  
 
1700 Decision Time  
 
Followed by Members Business debate  
 

Friday 09 Constituency Constituency 
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BUREAU - BUSINESS FOR WEEK COMMENCING 12 SEPTEMBER 2011 
 

DAY MORNING AFTERNOON 
Monday 12 Constituency  

 
Constituency 

Tuesday 13 Committee  
 

Committee 

 
Wednesday 14  
 
 

 
  
 
 

 
1430 Time for Reflection  
 
Parliamentary Business Motion (if required)  
 
1435-1700 Scottish Government Business  
 
1700 Decision Time  
 
Followed by Members Business  
 

 
Thursday 15  
 

 
0915 Parliamentary Bureau 
Motions (if required)  
 
0915-1140 Scottish 
Government Business  
 
1140-1200 General Questions 
 
1200-1230 First Ministers 
Questions  
 
  

 
1415-1455 Themed Questions – Education 
and Lifelong Learning   
 
1455-1700 Scottish Government Business  
 
Followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motion 
(if required)  
 
1700 Decision Time  
 
Followed by Members Business debate  
 

Friday 16 Constituency Constituency 
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BUSINESS MOTION 

 
Date of Lodging: 28 June 2011 
Short Title: Business Motion 
Bruce Crawford on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau: That the 
Parliament agrees— 

a) the following revision to the programme of business for Wednesday 29 
June 2011— 

delete 

followed by Scottish Government Business 

followed by Business Motion 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business  

and insert 

followed by Ministerial Statement: Higher Education 

followed by Ministerial Statement: Financial Outturn

followed by Scottish Government Debate: Taking Scotland Forward – 
Infrastructure and Capital Investment 

followed by Business Motion

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions

5.00 pm Decision Time  

followed by  Members’ Business  

b) the following revision to the programme of business for Thursday 30 June 
2011— 

delete    

9.15 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Scottish Government Business 

11.40 am General Question Time 

12.00 pm First Minister’s Question Time 

12.30 pm Members’ Business 

2.15 pm Themed Question Time 
 Health, Wellbeing and Cities Strategy 
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2.55 pm Scottish Government Business: Offensive Behaviour at Football and 

Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

and insert 

9.00 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Ministerial Statement: 2020 Routemap for Renewable Energy in 
Scotland 

followed by Scottish Government Debate: Scotland Bill – The Role of the 
Supreme Court in Scots Criminal Law 

11.40 am General Question Time 

12.00 pm First Minister’s Question Time 

12.30 pm Members’ Business 

2.15 pm Themed Question Time 
 Health, Wellbeing and Cities Strategy 
 
2.55 pm Scottish Government Debate: Rural Connectivity 

followed by Scottish Government Debate: Legislative Consent Motion – Finance 
(No.3) Bill 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 
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BUSINESS MOTION 

 
Date of Lodging: 28 June 2011 
Short Title: Business Motion 
Bruce Crawford on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau: That the 
Parliament agrees the following programme of business— 

Wednesday 7 September 2011 

1.00 pm Time for Reflection 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Scottish Government Business 

followed by Business Motion 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business 

Thursday 8 September 2011 

9.15 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Scottish Government Business 

11.40 am General Question Time 

12.00 pm First Minister’s Question Time 

2.15 pm Themed Question Time 
 Infrastructure and Capital Investment; 
 Culture and External Affairs 
 
2.55 pm Scottish Government Business 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business  

Wednesday 14 September 2011 

2.30 pm Time for Reflection 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Scottish Government Business 

followed by Business Motion 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 
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followed by Members’ Business 

Thursday 15 September 2011 

9.15 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Scottish Government Business 

11.40 am General Question Time 

12.00 pm First Minister’s Question Time 

2.15 pm Themed Question Time 
 Education and Lifelong Learning 
 
2.55 pm Scottish Government Business 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business 
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PARLIAMENTARY BUREAU 
 
OFFENSIVE BEHAVIOUR AT FOOTBALL AND THREATENING 
COMMUNICATIONS (SCOTLAND) BILL: PROCEDURES FOR 
PARLIAMENTARY CONSIDERATION 
 
Background 
 
1. The Parliament has agreed by motion that the Offensive Behaviour at 

Football and Threatening Behaviour (Scotland) Bill be treated as an 
Emergency Bill. In order for the Bill now to be considered over a longer 
timescale, it is recommended that a new motion be put establishing that 
the Bill is no longer to be treated as an Emergency Bill.  The Parliament 
agreeing that the Bill no longer be treated as an Emergency Bill would 
mean that, for Stages 2 and 3, the general rules on public bills would 
apply. 
 

2. It is also recommended that the same motion be used to designate a lead 
committee at Stage 2 (see annexe A) and to set the timetable for 
completion of Stage 2. It is understood that a Stage 2 deadline of 11 
November 2011 has been discussed and agreed with the Convener of the 
Justice Committee. 
 
 

Draft Bureau motion 
 
Bruce Crawford on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau: That the 
Parliament agrees that, for the purposes of Stages 2 and 3, the Offensive 
Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill be 
no longer treated as an Emergency Bill, and that— 

 
(a) for the purposes of Rule 9.7.1, the Justice Committee be designated 

as lead committee; and 
 
(b) consideration at Stage 2 be completed by 11 November 2011. 
 
  
 

 
 
Parliamentary Business Team 
June 2011 
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Annexe A 
 

1. The Bill engages the remit of a number of committees, for the following 
reasons: 

 
Justice The Bill makes provision for two new offences; one 

relating to certain behaviour in connection with football 
and the other relating to certain threatening 
communications. Both offences relate broadly to public 
order, and are targeted at least in part at behaviour 
based on, or intended or likely to incite, religious 
hatred. Measures to address sectarianism fall within 
the remit of the Justice Committee by virtue of being a 
matter for which the Minister for Community Safety and 
Legal Affairs has specific responsibility, within the 
responsibilities of the Cabinet Secretary for Justice.  

Health and Sport One of the offences provided for in the Bill relates 
specifically to behaviour in relation to football. As such 
the Bill engages the sport element of the remit of the 
Health and Sport Committee. 

Equal Opportunities The targeting of both offences in part at behaviour 
based on religious hatred, and the application of the 
offence relating to behaviour at football to hatred of 
persons of other specified equality groups, engage the 
remit of the Equal Opportunities Committee. 

 
2. Given that the Justice Committee has the main interest in the Bill, it is 

recommended that it be referred to that Committee for Stage 2 
consideration.   
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PARLIAMENTARY BUREAU 
 
COMMITTEE REMITS – HUMAN RIGHTS 
 
Introduction 
 
1. Under Rule 6.1.3 of Standing Orders, it is for the Parliamentary Bureau to 

propose to the Parliament the establishment of committees. The Bureau agreed 
at its meeting on 31 May 2011 to recommend to the Parliament motions on the 
establishment, remit and composition of committees. As members of the Bureau 
are aware, correspondence has been received suggesting that the Parliament 
establish a committee on human rights. This paper details how human rights are 
incorporated into the current committee structure 

 
Remit of the Justice Committee 
 
2. The remit of the Justice Committee mirrors that of the Cabinet Secretary for 

Justice, which includes human rights.  It can therefore be expected that the 
Committee will address human rights issues within its scrutiny of Bills, 
subordinate legislation, the budget and in its inquiries, as has already been 
shown in the Committee’s first substantive piece of work in this session, the 
Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill. 
Another example might be oversight of the Scottish Human Rights Commission. 
Scrutiny of this “overall” role falls to the Justice Committee.  
 

3. This does not preclude other subject committees considering human rights issues 
which are specific to their subject area.  Further, where a human rights matter 
relates to a devolved matter, scrutiny would fall to the committee responsible for 
scrutinising that same devolved matter (a possible example might be 
infringement of human rights by an NHS board, which would fall to the Cabinet 
Secretary for Health and Wellbeing and to the Health and Sport Committee, 
rather than justice).  

 
Remit of the Equal Opportunities Committee 
 
4. The current remit of the Equal Opportunities Committee would, in addition, be 

engaged if there was a link to discrimination or unfavourable treatment based on 
a protected characteristic or personal attribute. Human rights are therefore 
covered by current arrangements. 

 
Conclusion 
 
5. The Bureau is asked to note the contents of this paper and recommend any 

action it may wish to take. 
 
Parliamentary Business Team 
June 2011 
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PARLIAMENTARY BUREAU 
 
COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTES 
  
 
1. At its meeting on 14 June 2011, members of the Bureau considered a paper on 

substitutions on committees. The Bureau noted the paper and agreed to consider 
the issue of committee substitutes at a future meeting. 
 

2. Members are asked to note that proposals for substitutions for all parties were 
made to and agreed by the Parliament on 23 June 2011. 
 

Parliamentary Business Team 
June 2011 

 
 

 
 

 
Extract from Bureau paper PB/S4/11/12 

 
1. Each political party which has two or more MSPs may nominate one of its 

members to be the party’s substitute on each committee. A party can nominate 
only one substitute per committee on which it has a member and a member 
cannot be nominated to be a committee substitute for more than one committee 
(or for a committee of which he or she is already a member). 

 
2. Nominations are made to the Bureau, which then proposes the substitutes’ 

names to the Parliament in a motion. A member’s appointment as a committee 
substitute begins when the Parliament agrees to the Bureau motion and then 
lasts for the duration of the committee unless the substitute resigns, is removed 
by decision of the Parliament (on a motion of the committee) or ceases to be an 
MSP, or unless the party ceases to have two MSPs. 
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PARLIAMENTARY BUREAU 
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE: REQUEST TO APPOINT AN ADVISER 
 
Background 
 
1. At its meeting on Wednesday 22 June 2011, the Finance Committee agreed to 

appoint an adviser for the budget process. The previous Committee had a budget 
adviser for the entirety of Session 3 (as did the Session 2 Committee). The role of 
adviser has proved to be crucial to the Committee’s work in helping to improve 
the quality of information made available to the Parliament and in ensuring proper 
scrutiny of the Scottish Government’s spending plans. In its legacy paper, the 
Session 3 Committee recommended that its successor committee again consider 
appointing an adviser. The Session 3 Conveners Group legacy paper noted 
that— 
 

“Much has been done in recent years to improve the resources available to 
committees for budget scrutiny, including … the co-ordinating role played by 
the adviser to the Finance Committee.” 

 
2. Based on this past experience, the Committee feels it is essential that an adviser 

is appointed to assist in its scrutiny of the Scottish Government’s spending 
proposals.   

 
Adviser specification 
 
Adviser duties 
3. The main duties of the budget adviser will be to— 
 

• work closely with the Finance Committee clerks and the Financial Scrutiny 
Unit (FSU) in supporting the work of the Committee; 

• provide expert analysis of Scottish Government spending review documents 
and draft budget documents; 

• provide further briefing material as requested by the Committee;  
• undertake project work relating to the budget process as requested by the 

Committee;  
• brief committee conveners and subject committees on their role in relation to 

the budget process and how they can obtain the most from it; 
• advise and assist any advisers appointed by subject committees in connection 

with the budget process.    
 
Person specification 
4. The adviser must have proven analytical skills, particularly in relation to 

budgetary matters. Excellent communication skills, both oral and written, and an 
ability to distil technical or complex issues are essential. They must have 
considerable experience of matters relating to public finance. An in-depth 
knowledge of the Scottish budget process is crucial. As well as knowledge of the 
work, powers and procedures of the Parliament, the adviser will need to 
demonstrate a good understanding of the role and remit of the Finance 
Committee. 
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Time commitment 
5. While the nature of the work is cyclical, experience has shown that the adviser 

would be expected to provide an average of 4 working days advice per month.   
Draft budget scrutiny usually takes place between September and January in 
each year. The work commitment required will be greater during these periods. 
The first official duty of the Adviser will be in August 2011 when the Committee 
will have a business planning day in the Parliament. The Committee has agreed 
that the adviser is appointed initially for two years to cover the period of the initial 
spending review.  It will then have an opportunity to review the position of the 
adviser in June 2013.   

 
Conclusion 
 
6. It is hereby requested that the Bureau approves the appointment of a Finance 

Committee adviser on the annual budget process 
 
 
Finance Committee 
June 2011 
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PARLIAMENTARY BUREAU 
 
APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE BUDGET ADVISERS 
 
Background 
 
1. The Bureau has in recent years considered all requests from subject 

committees on the appointment of budget advisers at the same meeting. 
 
2. To allow the Bureau to undertake a similar exercise this year, committees have 

indicated whether they intend to seek the appointment of a budget adviser for 
the current year.  Details of each committee’s request, including the expected 
number of days and indicative costings, are provided at Annex A.   

 
Requests for approval 
 
3. The Bureau is invited to approve requests from the Economy, Energy and 

Tourism, Education and Culture, Equal Opportunities, Health and Sport, 
Justice, Local Government and Regeneration, Rural Affairs, Climate Change 
and Environment and Infrastructure and Capital Investment committees to 
appoint advisers for the Budget process 2012-2013. 

 
Parliamentary Business Team 
June 2011 
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ANNEX A 
 
 
Budget Advisers – summary of information provided by committees June 
2011 
 
 
Committee Request to 

appoint 
adviser  

Number of 
days 
(indicative) 

Cost @ daily 
rate of £150 

Economy, Energy and 
Tourism 

likely up to 15 £ 2,250 

Education and Culture Likely up to 15 £ 2,250 

Equal Opportunities yes 15 £ 2,250 

Health and Sport likely 15 £ 2,250 

Justice likely up to 15 £ 2,250 

Local Government and 
Regeneration 

yes 15 £ 2,250 

Rural Affairs, Climate 
Change and Environment 

likely up to 15 £ 2,250 

Infrastructure and Capital 
Investment 

likely  up to 15 £ 2,250 

Total (approx)   £18,000 
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