
Members’ Interests: Rules for gifts (both financial and material) 
 

 
 
 
Exemptions from registering gifts: 
 
Unless the gift is over the value of £1,500 (singly or cumulatively) and for political 
activities, members are not required to register the costs of travel and subsistence in 
connection with attendance at a conference or meeting if those costs are borne in 
whole or in part by the organiser of the conference or by one of the other parties 
attending the meeting. However, attendance at an overseas conference or meeting 
may require to be registered as an overseas visit. It is also possible that expenses 
for attendance at a meeting or conference could fall into the remuneration category. 
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Subject to the 
exemptions from 

registration set out 
below, the gift must be 

registered 

Is the donation 
for political 
activities? 
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required. 

Have you received a gift 
worth more than £300 (or 

several gifts from the same 
source over the session 

which amount to more than 
£300)? 



Members are not required to register donations towards the member’s election 
expenses in relation to their election to the Scottish Parliament or election expenses 
in relation to standing at a UK Parliamentary election.  Such expenses are not 
registrable, even if they exceed the gifts thresholds as long as the donor intended 
them to be used for one of the two purposes outlined above; and they have been 
spent on the intended purpose by the end of the 35th day after the result of the 
election was declared.  

However, any donations which are unspent on the election in question by the expiry 
of the 35th day after the election result is declared (the same timeframe that is 
allowed for lodging election returns) must be registered if they exceed the gifts 
thresholds and in relation to the first category of interest meet the prejudice test. 
Members acquire a registrable interest on the expiry of the 35th day after the 
election result is declared and have 30 days from then to register the interest as set 
out in section 5(2) of the Act. 

Support from a volunteer who provides a service in their own time free of charge is 
exempt from the requirement to register in the gifts category.  
 
PPERA requires that members only accept donations over £500 for political activities 
from a permissible source (see section 54 of, and paragraphs 6 to 9 of Schedule 7 
to, PPERA).  If the donation is not from a permissible source it must be returned to 
the donor or forwarded to the Electoral Commission where the donor cannot be 
identified (see sections 56 and 57 of PPERA).  Members are not required to register 
any gift or benefit which falls into the second category of gift (i.e.over £1,500 and for 
political activities) that is returned to the donor or forwarded to the Electoral 
Commission in these circumstances. Further advice can be obtained from the 
Electoral Commission on the permissibility of donations. 

 
Name: Mette Christensen  
Email: mchristensen@electoralcommission.org.uk 
Tel: 0131 225 0209 
 

Members would still be required to register donations returned to the donor under 
paragraph 6 of the schedule to the Interests Act (i.e. under the first category of gift – 
over £300).  As outlined above, the prejudice test would apply to this category of gift. 
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