
LEGISLATIVE CONSENT MEMORANDUM 

LIGHTER EVENINGS (EXPERIMENT) BILL 

Summary 

1. The Deputy First Minister and Minister for Enterprise and Lifelong Learning 
invites the Parliament to note that the Lighter Evenings (Experiment) Bill ("the Bill"), a 
private members bill introduced in the House of Lords by Lord Tanlaw on 30 November 
2005 contains relevant provision following the first amending stage in the House in 
which it was introduced. The Executive does not intend to lodge a legislative consent 
motion on the Bill, which proposes to devolve a power to the Scottish Parliament. The 
Bill received its second reading on 24 March 2006 and completed House of Lords 
Committee stage on 20 April 2006. It is currently at the Report stage and third reading 
has still to take place. It contains a provision to amend the Scotland Act 1998 to bring 
the subject matter of the Lighter Evenings (Experiment) Act, once passed, within the 
legislative competence of the Scottish Parliament. While it is convention for the UK 
Government to refrain from amending Lords private members bills in the House of 
Lords, the UK Government intends to oppose the Bill in its entirety in the House of 
Commons. 

Background 

2. This memorandum has been lodged by Nicol Stephen, Deputy First Minister and 
Minister for Enterprise and Lifelong Learning, under Rule 9B.3.1(b) of the Parliament’s 
Standing Orders. The Lighter Evenings (Experiment) Bill, as it currently stands following 
the Committee stage, can be found at:   

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/096/2006096.htm

3. The aim of the Bill is to advance time by one hour throughout the year 
(Greenwich Mean Time (GMT) + 1 hour in winter; GMT + 2 hours in summer) from 29 
October 2006 to 25 October 2009. It also amends the Scotland Act 1998 in order to 
devolve “the subject matter of the Lighter Evenings (Experiment) Act 2006” to the 
Scottish Parliament. 

4.  The effect of the Bill’s main purpose would be to move England and Scotland 
(and Wales if so decided by the National Assembly for Wales) to Central European 
Time (CET), aligning with 16 of the 25 European Union member states for the duration 
of the experiment. Currently, only the UK, Portugal, the Canary Islands and the 
Republic of Ireland are in the GMT time zone. The Bill amends the Summer Time Act 
1972, which provides that summer time is one hour ahead of GMT throughout the UK.   

5. Time: timescales, time zones and the subject matter of the Summer Time Act 
1972 are reserved under the Scotland Act, Schedule 5, part II, L5. Although time is 
reserved, the Bill amends that reservation so that the subject matter of the eventual 
Lighter Evenings (Experiment) Act 2006 would become part of the legislative 
competence of the Scottish Parliament. We understand that this provision may have 
been included with the intention of allowing the Scottish Parliament to decide whether 
the experiment should apply in Scotland. However, this is not what the drafting 
achieves. In fact, the change in time would come into force in Scotland immediately on 
Royal Assent. The amendment to the reservation means that it would then be possible 
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for the Scottish Parliament to pass an ASP to repeal the Act as regards Scotland or to 
amend its effect. 

6. The purpose of this memorandum is to inform Parliament that a provision to 
amend the Scotland Act, is included in the Bill. The effect of the amendment would be to 
allow the Scottish Parliament to legislate in an area that is currently reserved – namely 
the setting of the time zone for the duration of the 2006-2009 experiment.  The UK 
Government intends to oppose the Bill when it is introduced in the House of Commons.   

Intent 

7. The Executive does not intend to lodge a legislative consent motion for this Bill. 
This is a Lords private members’ bill and it does not have UK Government support and 
is, therefore, highly unlikely to reach the statute book. The position of the UK 
Government is that they have no plans to amend the Scotland Act reservation on Time. 

Scottish Executive 
April 2006 
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