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Dear 5irs/Madams,

Independent Reasonable Assurance Report to The Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party
("the Party") on the expenses in respect of which the Party claimed payments from The
Scottish Parliament

We were engaged by the Party to report on the Party's expenses in respect of which the Party
cladmed payments from The Scottish Parlianvent for the year ended 21 march 2020 in the form of
an independent reasonable assurance conclusion about whether the Party*s assertion that the
expenses in respect of which the Party claimed payments from The Scottish Parliament is
properly disclosed, in all material respects, bazed on the Scottish Parliament (Assistance for
Registered Political Parties) Order 1999,

Party's Responsibilities

The Board of the Party are responsible for preparing a claim which properly disclosed in all
material respects the expenses In respect of which the Party claimed payments from The
Scottish Parliament and which is free from material misstatement in accordance with the
Scottish Parliamant [Assistance for Registered Political Parties) Grder 1959 and for the
information contained thersin,

This responsibility Includes: designing, Implementing and maintalning internal control relevant to
the presentation of expenses in respect of which the Party claimed payments from The Scottish
Partiament that are free from maberial misstatement, whethar due to fraud or error. It also
includes maintaining adequate records in relation to the expenses in respect of which the Party
claimed payments from The Scottish Parliament.

Dwr Responsibilithes

Our responsibility is to examine the expenses in respect of which the Party claimed payments
from The Scottish Parliament prepared by the Party and to report thereon in the form of an
independent reasonable assurance conclusion based on the evidence obtained. We conducted
our engagemeant in accordance with Intemmational Standard on Assurance Engagements (ISAE)
3000 Revised, Assurance Engagements Other Than audits or Reviews of Historical Financial
Information fssued by the International Auditing and Assuramce Standards Board. That standard
requires that we comply with ethical requirements, including Independence requirements, and
plan and perform our procedures to obtain reazonable assurance about whether the expenses in
respect of which the Party claimed payments from The Scottish Parliament are properly
prepared, in all material respects.



The Board of The Scottish Conservative and Unsonist Party
25 August 2020

Scope of the Assurance Engagement

The procedures selected depend on our Judement, Including the assessment of the ricks of
material misstatement of Lthe expences in respect of which the Party claimed payments from The
Electoral Commission whether due to fraud or error.

Our engagement also included: assessing the appropriateness of the expenses in respect of which
the Party claimed payments from The Scottish Parliament and the suitability of the criteria used
by the Party in preparing the expenses in respect of which the Party claimed payments from The
scottish Parliament in the clrcumstances of the enzagement. Reasonable assurance is less than
absolute assurance.

1] We checked the arithmetical accuracy of the claim;

2] ‘We sample tested the expenses and overheads claimed as financial assistance to
supporting documentation; and

3) we checked whether the expenses tested In 2) above were incurred by the Party for the
purpese of Parliamentary business in accordance with the requirements of Saction 4 (4)
of the Scottich Parliament [Assistance for Registered Political Parties) Order 1999,

4] We have tested 100% of the payroll expenses claimed as financial assistance by agreeing
to payroll reparts and employee contracts,

‘We belleve that the evidence we have obtalmed s sufficient and appropriate Lo provide a basis
for our conclusion.

Conclusion

Cur conclusion has been formed on the basis of, and is subject to, the matters outlined in this
report.

» In our opinkon, the expenses in respect of which the Party claimed payments from The Scottish
Parllament are properly prepared, in all material respects, based on the Scottish Parllament
{Assistamce for Reglstered Political Parties) Order 1999,
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Restriction of Use of Qur Report

Our report should not be regarded as suitable to be used or relied on by any party wishing to
acquire rights against us other than the Party for any purpose or in any context. Any party other
than the Party who obtains access to our report or a copy thereof and chooses to rely on our report
{tor any part thereof) will do so at its own risk. A copy of our report may be provided, for
Information purposes only, to The Scottish Parlament to whom we have no Hability and owe no
duty of care, We accepl or assume no responsibility and deny any liability Lo any party other than
the Party for our work, for this independent reasonable assurance report, or for the conclusions
we have reached.

Our report is released to the Party on the basis that it shall mot be copied, referred to or disclosed,
in whole (save for the Party's own intarnal purposes) or in part, without our prior written consent,

Et)u L " 4

BDD LLP

Charterad Accountants
Location

United Kingdom

15 August 2020

BDO LLP s a limited lability partnership registered in England and ‘Wales {with registered
number OC305127).
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To: The Clerk of the Scottish Parliament
Edinburgh EH33 15P

Independent Auditor's Certificate to the Clerk of the Scottish Parliament in respect of financial assistance
received by an Opposition Party

We have camied out an audit of the expenses, for which the Scotfish Green Party has received financial assistance
for the year ended 31 March 2020, in order 1o provide the cerificate reguired under section 4{d} of The Scottish
Parliament (Assistance for Registered Polifical Parties) Order 1999

Our report is made solely to the Clerk of the Scoftish Parliament, in accordance with section 4(4) of The Scottish
Parllament [Aselstance for Reglsterad Politcal Parties) Order 1999, Owr audit work has been undestaken so that
we might state to the Clerk of the Scottish Parllament those matters we are required 1o state In connection with the
carfificate and for no other purpose. To the fullest extent permitled by law, we do nol accepl or assume
responsibility to anyone other than the Clerk of the Scottish Pardiament and the Treasurer of the Scottish Green
Party, for our awdit work, for this cerificate, or for the opinions we have formed

Respactive responsibilities of the Scottish Green Party and the Auditor

The Treasurer of the Scollish Green Parly is responsible for ensuring that the expenses have been incurred
exclusively for the purpose of assisting members of the Parliament who are connecled with the Party to perform
their Pardiamentary dufies in accordance with the applicabla law set out in The Scotfish Parliament (Assistance for
Registered Political Parties) Order 1999

Dur respensibility is to audit the expenses claimed in accordance with relevant legal and regulalory reguirements
and International Standards on Auditing (UKI5As [UK)), as Tar as applicable, and to reporl our opinion to you.

Basis of Opinion

We conducied owr audii work in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK)(15As (UK} and
applicable law, issued by the Auditing Practices Board, as far as is applicable. We planned and perfermed our audit
work £o as lo obiain all the information and explanations which we considered necessary in erder lo provide us
with sufficient evidence to give reasonable assurance thal the expences for which the Scottish Green Party have
claimed financial assistance have been incumed for the purposes intended by Pardiament as set oul in the
legislation
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Opinion

in our opinion, in all material respects, all expenses for which the Scoftish Green Party has claimed financial
assiztance, amounting to £51,994 42 in total for the year ended 31 March 2020, were Incurred exclusively for the
purpose of assisling members of the Padiamenl who are connecled with the Party 1o perform their ParBamentary
duties in accordance with Section 4(3)(b) of The Scottish Pariament (Aszistance for Registered Political Parties)
Order 1999

«-"'.';1 ats At Joo ]
Azets Audit Services
Chartered Accountants & Statutory Auditor
Date: 23 November 2020
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To:

The Clerk of the Scottish Parliament
EDINBURGH
EHg99 15P

REPORTING ACCOUNTANTS' CERTIFICATE IN RESPECT OF FINANCIAL
ASSISTANCE RECEIVED BY AN OPPOSITION PARTY

Certificate of the Reporting Accountants to the Clerk of the Scottish Parliament

In accordance with the requirements of the Scoftish Pariament (Assistance for Registered
Political Parties) Order 1999, we have audited the expanses for which the Scottish Labour
Party has received financial assistance.

Respective responsibilities of the Scottish Labour Party and the Reporting
Accountants

The Scottish Labour Party is responsible for ensuring that the expenses have been incurmed
exclusively in relation to the Parly's parfamentary business. It is our responsibility to form
an Independent opinion on the expenses received and o report our opinion to you

Basis of Opinion

We planned and performed our work (o cbtain all the indormation and explanations which we
considered necessary to provide us with sufficient evidence o give reasonable assurance
that the expenses for which the Scottish Labour Party have received financial assistance
have been applied to the purposes inlended by Pariiament.

Opinion

In our opinion, in all material respects, all expenses for which the Scottish Labour Pary
recelved financlal assistance amounting to £208,760.88 for the year endad 31 March 2020
werg incurred exclusively in relation to the Party’s Parliamentary business in accordance
with the requirements of Section 4 of the Scottish Parliament (Assistance for Registerad
Political Parties) Ordar 1999,

A[LIM-L/ S

ALEXANDER SLOAN

Accountants and Business Advisers
180 5t Vincent Streat

Glasgow

G2 65G

28 January 2021
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AUDITORS" CERTIFICATE IN RESPECT OF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE RECEIVED BY AN OPPOSITION PARTY

In accordance with the requirements of the Scottish Parllament {Asslstance for Registered Political Parties)
Ordar 1999, we have reviewed the expenses for which the Scottish Liberal Democrat Party has received
financial assistance in the year to 31 March 2020 which amounted to £43,415.05.

Respective responsibilities of the Scottish Liberal Democrat Party and the Auditor

The Scottish Liberal Democrat Party is respansible for ensuring that the expenses have been incurmed
exclusively in relation to the Parly’s parliamentary business.

Our work consisted of the following procedures:

1. We checked the arithmetical accuracy of the claim;

2. ‘We agreed the costs to supporting decumentation;

3. we considerad whather the costs incurred were In relation to the Parliamentary business In
accordance with the requirements of Saction 4 (4) of the Scottish Parliament (Assistance for
Registered Political Parties) Order 1999,

Based solely on the work described above:

1. With respect to ftem 1, we found the claim to be arithmetically accurate;

2. ‘with respect Lo ftem 2, we agreed the costs included in the claim to supporting documentation;
3. ‘with respect bo itam 3, we found the costs incurred Lo be in accordance with the reguirements
of Section 4 (4) of the Scottish Parliament |Assistance for Registered Political Parties) Order

199%.

Our work was restricted to the procedures set out above and was not directed to the discovery of emors or
misstatements which we conslder to be immateral. The procedures we performed did not constitute a
statutory audit or a review of any kind. Had we performed additional procedures or had we performed an
audit or review of the supplementary information, other matters might have come to our attention that
would have been reported to you.

We do not accept any responsibility for any reports previously given on any financial information used in
the preparation of this repert (including any audit reports on the financial statements or tax advice
provided) beyond that owed to those to whom those reparts were addressed by us at the date of their
Issue, This provision shall also apply to any reports (including audit reports and tax advice) isswed in the
future.

B

BDO LLP
Edinburgh, LK
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