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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

Parliamentary Year 2, No. 56, Session 5 
 

Meeting of the Parliament 
 

Thursday 7 December 2017 
 

Note: (DT) signifies a decision taken at Decision Time. 
 
The meeting opened at 11.40 am. 
 
1. General Questions: Questions were answered by Cabinet Secretaries and 
Ministers. 
 
2. First Minister’s Questions: Questions were answered by the First Minister 
(Nicola Sturgeon). 
 
3.  Brain Tumour Awareness in Scotland: The Parliament debated S5M-07735  
in the name of Alexander Stewart—That the Parliament understands that brain 
tumours are the biggest cancer killer of children and adults under the age of 40 in 
Scotland, reducing life expectancy by 20 years on average; believes that this is the 
highest of any cancer, but that the treatment for and understanding of brain tumours 
are 20 years behind those relating to more common cancers; notes that brain 
tumours often cause side effects that have a severe impact on quality of life; 
understands that 37% of patients with brain tumours in Scotland went straight to 
hospital for diagnosis, compared to 9% of all cancer patients in 2016, according to 
the Scottish Cancer Patient Experience Survey; notes the experience of Mark 
Richardson from Dunfermline who died suddenly of an undiagnosed brain tumour in 
May 2016 aged just 32; believes that there are myriad forms and over 130 different 
brain tumour types; further believes that some symptoms of brain tumour can mimic 
other equally serious conditions that often render early diagnosis and treatment more 
difficult in some cases; understands that brain tumour charities are working hard to 
fund pioneering research, raise awareness of the signs and symptoms of brain 
tumours, and provide support to those affected; commends the success of national 
campaigns, which it considers have contributed to a reduction in the average 
diagnosis times for childhood brain tumours from 9.1 to 6.5 weeks since 2011; 
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believes that national campaigns are a basis on which to develop further awareness, 
and notes the encouragement of fundraising initiatives with the focus of delivering 
better outcomes for brain tumour patients. 
 
4. Motion Without Notice: Alexander Stewart moved without notice that, under 
Rule 8.14.3, the debate be extended by up to 30 minutes. The motion was agreed to. 
 
5. Ministerial Statement: The Minister for Transport and the Islands (Humza 
Yousaf) made a statement and answered questions on Improving Scotland’s Air 
Quality - Putting in Place Scotland’s Low Emission Zones. 
 
6. Sea Fisheries and End Year Negotiations: The Cabinet Secretary for Rural 
Economy and Connectivity (Fergus Ewing) moved S5M-09406—That the Parliament 
acknowledges the conclusion of negotiations with Norway on shared stocks in the 
North Sea and the forthcoming annual fisheries negotiations in Brussels; notes that 
2018 will see the last year of phased implementation of the landing obligation for 
whitefish stocks and that the outcome of the Brussels negotiations will be pivotal in 
helping Scotland’s fishing fleet to reduce the potential impacts of choke species; is 
concerned that failure to explore and adopt all available solutions in this regard could 
potentially tie the fleet up; welcomes the Scottish Government’s commitment to 
respect the scientific advice in relation to next year’s quotas, and supports its efforts 
to achieve the best possible outcome for Scotland’s fishermen, coastal communities, 
marine environment and wider seafood sectors at the Brussels negotiations.  
 
Peter Chapman moved amendment S5M-09406.2— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-09406 in the name of Fergus Ewing (Sea 
Fisheries and End Year Negotiations), after “available solutions” insert “, 
including those of a political nature,” 

 
After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 28, Against 57, 
Abstentions 14).  
 
Tavish Scott moved amendment S5M-09406.1— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-09406 in the name of Fergus Ewing (Sea 
Fisheries and End Year Negotiations), insert at end “, and notes the 
uncertainty of the UK Government’s role in the 2018 EU Fisheries Council, 
given the anticipated departure from the EU in March 2019, and what this 
might mean for the long-term sustainability of the fish catching, processing 
and supply chain industries.” 

 
After debate, the amendment was agreed to ((DT) by division: For 71, Against 28, 
Abstentions 0).  
 
The motion, as amended, was then agreed to ((DT) by division: For 70, Against 29, 
Abstentions 0). 
 
Accordingly, the Parliament resolved—That the Parliament acknowledges the 
conclusion of negotiations with Norway on shared stocks in the North Sea and the 
forthcoming annual fisheries negotiations in Brussels; notes that 2018 will see the 
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last year of phased implementation of the landing obligation for whitefish stocks and 
that the outcome of the Brussels negotiations will be pivotal in helping Scotland’s 
fishing fleet to reduce the potential impacts of choke species; is concerned that 
failure to explore and adopt all available solutions, in this regard could potentially tie 
the fleet up; welcomes the Scottish Government’s commitment to respect the 
scientific advice in relation to next year’s quotas; supports its efforts to achieve the 
best possible outcome for Scotland’s fishermen, coastal communities, marine 
environment and wider seafood sectors at the Brussels negotiations, and notes the 
uncertainty of the UK Government’s role in the 2018 EU Fisheries Council, given the 
anticipated departure from the EU in March 2019, and what this might mean for the 
long-term sustainability of the fish catching, processing and supply chain industries. 
 
7. Decision Time: The Parliament took a decision on item 6 as noted above. 
 
The meeting closed at 5.03 pm. 

P E Grice 
Clerk of the Parliament 

7 December 2017 
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Appendix 
(Note: this Appendix does not form part of the Minutes) 

 
Negative instruments  
 
The following instruments were laid before the Parliament on 7 December 2017 and 
are subject to the negative procedure— 
 
Letting Agent (Registration and Code of Practice) (Scotland) (Miscellaneous 
Amendments) Regulations 2017 (SSI 2017/428) 
laid under section 101(3) of the Housing (Scotland) Act 2014  
 
Fife Council Area and Perth and Kinross Council Area (Keltybridge and Fife 
Environmental Energy Park at Westfield) Boundaries Amendment Order 2017 (SSI 
2017/430) 
laid under section 17(4) of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973 
 
Laid only instruments  
 
The following instrument was laid before the Parliament on 7 December 2017 and is 
not subject to any parliamentary procedure—  
 
Act of Adjournal (Criminal Procedure Rules 1996 Amendment) (No.5) (Proceeds of 
Crime etc.) 2017 (SSI 2017/429) 
laid under section 30(2) of the Interpretation and Legislative Reform (Scotland) Act 
2010 
 
Other Documents 
 
The following documents were laid before the Parliament on 7 December 2017 and 
are not subject to any parliamentary procedure— 
 
Visit Scotland Annual Report and Financial Statements for the year ended 31 
March 2017 SG/2017/267 laid under Section 22(5) of the Public Finance and 
Accountability (Scotland) Act 2000 
 
Local Government Boundary Commission for Scotland Administrative 
Boundary Review: Fife Council area and Perth & Kinross Council area at 
Keltybridge and Fife Environmental Energy Park at Westfield SG/2017/280 laid 
under section 17(4) of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973 
 
The Scottish Government Non Domestic Rating Account for the year ended 31 
March 2017 SG/2017/273 laid under Section 22(5) of the Public Finance and 
Accountability (Scotland) Act 2000 
 
The 2016/17 audit of the Scottish Government’s Non-Domestic Rating Account 
SG/2017/274 laid under Section 22(5) of the Public Finance and Accountability 
(Scotland) Act 2000 

Committee Reports 

The following report was published on 7 December 2017— 
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Justice Committee, 21st Report, 2017 (Session 5): Subordinate Legislation (SP 
Paper 243)  
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