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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

Parliamentary Year 2, No. 48, Session 5 
 

Meeting of the Parliament 
 

Tuesday 21 November 2017 
 

Note: (DT) signifies a decision taken at Decision Time. 
 
The meeting opened at 2.00 pm. 
 
1. Time for Reflection: Reverend Neil Cameron, Senior Pastor, Apex Church, 
Peterhead, led Time for Reflection. 
 
2. Topical Questions: Questions were answered by a Cabinet Secretary, the Lord 
Advocate and a Minister. 
 
3. Ministerial Statement: The Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport (Shona 
Robison) made a statement and answered questions on UK Supreme Court 
judgement on minimum unit pricing of alcohol in Scotland. 
 
4. Suicide Prevention in Scotland: The Minister for Mental Health (Maureen 
Watt) moved S5M-09000—That the Parliament believes that every suicide is a 
tragedy, and extends its sympathy to all those bereaved in this devastating manner; 
supports the partnership and co-operation across the NHS, health and social care 
sector, Police Scotland, Scottish Ambulance Service, Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service and the third sector, which have contributed to a 17% reduction in the 
suicide rate in the last decade; considers that Scotland can go further and learn 
more about this complex area; calls for individuals and local communities to be 
heard in the Scottish Government’s public engagement process to develop a new 
suicide prevention action plan, based on evidence, to continue the downward trend 
in suicides, and commends and reiterates key messages learned from practice and 
research that suicide is preventable, that it is everyone’s business and that 
collaborative working is key to successful suicide prevention.  
 
Annie Wells moved amendment S5M-09000.2— 
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As an amendment to motion S5M-09000 in the name of Maureen Watt (Suicide 
Prevention in Scotland), after “complex area” insert “; notes with concern that 
Scotland’s previous suicide prevention strategy ended in 2016 and that the new 
action plan will not be published until 2018”. 
 

After debate, the amendment was agreed to (DT).  
 

Monica Lennon moved amendment S5M-09000.3— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-09000 in the name of Maureen Watt (Suicide 
Prevention in Scotland), after “complex area” insert ”; notes the link between 
suicide and socioeconomic disadvantage, with the suicide rate being three 
times higher in the most deprived communities; believes that suicide 
prevention should be rooted in efforts to reduce overall poverty and inequality; 
recognises that adequate funding of frontline services is vital to the success of 
local suicide prevention and that continuing austerity is harmful to this work; 
acknowledges calls for the new suicide prevention strategy to have robust 
evaluation and reporting mechanisms”. 
 

After debate, the amendment was agreed to ((DT) by division: For 77, Against 27, 
Abstentions 0).  
 
The motion, as amended, was then agreed to ((DT) by division: For 77, Against 0, 
Abstentions 27). 
 
Accordingly, the Parliament resolved—That the Parliament believes that every 
suicide is a tragedy, and extends its sympathy to all those bereaved in this 
devastating manner; supports the partnership and co-operation across the NHS, 
health and social care sector, Police Scotland, Scottish Ambulance Service, Scottish 
Fire and Rescue Service and the third sector, which have contributed to a 17% 
reduction in the suicide rate in the last decade; considers that Scotland can go 
further and learn more about this complex area; notes with concern that Scotland’s 
previous suicide prevention strategy ended in 2016 and that the new action plan will 
not be published until 2018; notes the link between suicide and socioeconomic 
disadvantage, with the suicide rate being three times higher in the most deprived 
communities; believes that suicide prevention should be rooted in efforts to reduce 
overall poverty and inequality; recognises that adequate funding of frontline services 
is vital to the success of local suicide prevention and that continuing austerity is 
harmful to this work; acknowledges calls for the new suicide prevention strategy to 
have robust evaluation and reporting mechanisms; calls for individuals and local 
communities to be heard in the Scottish Government’s public engagement process 
to develop a new suicide prevention action plan, based on evidence, to continue the 
downward trend in suicides, and commends and reiterates key messages learned 
from practice and research that suicide is preventable, that it is everyone’s business 
and that collaborative working is key to successful suicide prevention.   
 
5.   Edinburgh Bakers’ Widows’Fund Bill - Final Stage: The Presiding Officer 
determined, under Rule 9A.10.5B, that, in his view, no provision of the Edinburgh 
Bakers’ Widow’s Fund Bill related to a protected subject-matter. 

http://www.parliament.scot/msps/currentmsps/Monica-Lennon-MSP.aspx
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Tom Arthur, on behalf of the Edinburgh Bakers’ Widows’ Fund Bill Committee, 
moved S5M-08596—That the Parliament agrees that the Edinburgh Bakers’ Widows’ 
Fund Bill be passed. 
 
The motion was then agreed to ((DT) by division: For 102, Against 0, Abstentions 0). 
 
6.   Business Motion: Joe Fitzpatrick, on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, 
moved S5M-09046—That the Parliament agrees to the following revision to the 
programme of business for Wednesday 22 November 2017— 
 

after 
 
followed by Portfolio Questions 
 Education and Skills  
 
insert 
 
followed by  Ministerial Statement: BiFab 

 

The motion was then agreed to. 
 
7. Decision Time: The Parliament took decisions on items 4 and 5 as noted 
above. 
 
8. Road Safety Week 2017: The Parliament debated S5M-08077 in the name of 
Clare Adamson—That the Parliament recognises that the week commencing 20 
November 2017 is Road Safety Week; notes that this is an annual event to raise 
awareness about road safety and was started in 1997 by Brake, a road safety charity 
that works to prevent road death or injury, campaigns to make streets and 
communities safer and supports the victims of road crashes; acknowledges that the 
theme for 2017 is Speed Down Save Lives focusing on the dangers of driving over 
the speed limit; understands that breaking the speed limit or travelling too fast for 
conditions is recorded by police as a contributory factor in 23% of crash scenes in 
the UK; notes that the 2017 campaign will also highlight intelligent speed adaptation 
devices, which it believes are likely to become more prevalent in the future; 
commends Road Safety Week for promoting steps that everyone can take to stop 
needless road deaths and injuries year-round; supports the thousands of schools, 
organisations and communities that are involved in the event each year; welcomes 
this year’s week, and notes hopes that the event will inspire communities to take 
action on road safety through promoting lifesaving messages during the week and 
beyond. 
 
The meeting closed at 5.45 pm. 

P E Grice 
Clerk of the Parliament 

21 November 2017 
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Appendix 
(Note: this Appendix does not form part of the Minutes) 

 
Affirmative instruments 
 
The following instrument was laid before the Parliament on 21 November 2017 and 
is subject to the affirmative procedure— 
 
First-tier Tribunal for Scotland General Regulatory Chamber Charity Appeals Cases 
and Upper Tribunal for Scotland (Composition) Regulations 2018 [draft]  
laid under section 79(2)(c) of the Tribunals (Scotland) Act 2014  
 
The above instrument is a re-laid draft and replaces the instrument of the same 
name that was laid on Thursday 9 November and which has been formally 
withdrawn 
 
Committee Reports 
 
The following report was published on 20 November 2017— 
 
Equalities and Human Rights Committee, 4th Report 2017 (Session 5) Stage 1 
report on the Gender Representation on Public Boards (Scotland) Bill (SP Paper 
230) 
 
Other Documents 
The following document was laid before the Parliament on 17 November 2017 and is 
not subject to any parliamentary procedure— 
 
Scottish Road Works Commissioner 2016/17 Annual Report and Accounts: 
SG/2017/251 
laid under Section 22(5) of the Public Finance and Accountability (Scotland) Act 
2000 
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